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The Pastor Speaks …..
“Let us go and die with him…”

             (Jn 11: 16)

As we draw close to the end of the Lenten Season
and look forward to experience the Easter Joy,
singing, Christ is Raised, Alleluia, let us continue
our preparation, personal and communitarian. It is about our life in
Christ, in whom we are reborn in water and Spirit. St. Paul in his inimitable
depth and style expresses in these words in his letter to the Romans:
“What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that
grace abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living
in it? Do you not know that all us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried
with him by baptism into death, so that just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of
life” (Rom 6:1-4). Hope the following points for reflection will help us all
to experience and relish the Easter Joy!

“Let us go and die with him…” (Jn 11: 16) are the words of St.
Thomas, the apostle. The immediate context is the death of Lazarus.
To the apostles it was surprising on two accounts:1) The Master is
telling them, “Let us go to Judea again.” This move surprises them
because in Judea the Jews were trying to stone him to death; 2) the
Lord is telling them, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him” (Jn 11:14; read
vv 7-16). The Master is going into a situation where he will possibly be
killed and St. Thomas is saying let us also go and die with him! At that
stage of their life with Jesus, the disciples and apostles were still
struggling to understand fully the implications of following this Master,
who they believed to be the awaited Messiah. If their Master is going to
die or be put to death, imaginably, one consequence would be that his
followers will also have the same treatment. We know from the accounts
in the four gospels they went to Judea/Jerusalem with their Master and
dined with him for the Passover meal but could not or did not go with
him up to the Calvary where their Master was crucified and died as if
he was a criminal. But, they did not abandon and take a u-turn, except
for one. They were not fully prepared or not fully bold to come in the
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open, until after they encountered the Risen Christ who appeared to
them and enlightened them to understand what had happened and
what to look forward! In this Lenten Season we want to be with Jesus
and like the Apostles at the dinner table, we declare in prayer that we
want to live and die with Him or die for his sake. We do not abandon
Him or give up all His teachings, the Good News of the Kingdom.
What is true is that we are not totally prepared to be with Him and for
Him. Fear, hesitation, interests of this bodily sphere of life, attachments
to people and things, etc..hold us back, making us as one in the crowd
who say Jesus is my Lord but not as one who is prepared to say, “Let
us go and die with Him.” Our prayer in this Season of Grace should
be, “Lord, instill in me courage and strength, coming from my love for
you, to go with you, prepared to die with you!”

“But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid
to ask him” (Mk9:32): Understanding of their Lord and Master, Jesus
Christ and His teachings was in a way a struggle for the disciples,
including the twelve apostles. The Mystery of Incarnation and the
Mystery of salvation being unfolded in this Jesus of Nazareth had to
be grasped through a gradual growth of knowledge and understanding,
something new they were seeing and hearing in Him. On all the three
occasions of the prediction of His suffering, death and resurrection,
the evangelists recorded for us about the lack of their understanding:
Just after the confession that Jesus was the Messiah, St. Peter rebukes
the Master speaking about his passion, death and resurrection, “And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him” ( Mk 8:32b); as Jesus
and the apostles, Peter, James and John, came down the mountain
after transfiguration Jesus speaks of his suffering, death, and
resurrection and it is said, “They kept the matter to themselves,
questioning what this rising from the dead mean” (Mk 9: 10). Here, as
members of the believing community should try to find out whether we
have understood or do we try to understand the mystery of the suffering,
death, and resurrection to the point of being influenced by this mystery.
In order to transcend the bodily sphere of life and live for something
higher and nobler, to strive for something that is lasting, the eternal
life. Caught up in the mesh of formalism and repeatedly doing things
as part of the tradition which we have inherited, living our discipleship
with readiness and pay the cost of discipleship can be difficult. Accepting
the Cross and death in order to find life and so enter the glory is what
Our Lord is asking of those who want to be or claiming to be his
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disciples! The Apostles and a large number of early Christians
influenced and empowered in their encounter with the Risen Christ,
emerged and became ‘bold and courageous witnesses, prepared to
live, to suffer and die for the Lord and for His Goodnews of the kingdom.

Renewed Faith and hope found In the encounter with the Risen
Christ: Whenever our Lord spoke to the apostles about the suffering
and death that are going to come He said also about rising on the third
day: suffer, die, and rise, cross and death to glory! Lost as they were in
confusion and uncertainty after the passion and death of their Master,
the apostles lived in fear and anxiety not knowing about what to do or
whom to turn to. They were even more shocked when the women who
visited the tomb at dawn of the third day came with the news of the
empty tomb. But, when the Risen Christ appeared, showed his wounds
spoke and ate with them, a gradual but a definitive way, they realized
that their Lord and Master is alive and they were  filled with joy! Scriptures
tell us that only after the descent of the Holy Spirit they came into the
open to admit that they believed in Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah
whom the People of Israel were waiting for: “we are His Witnesses”
(Acts 5:32). Our Lenten observance and Easter celebrations is all about
this call to a deeper understanding of the mystery of death and
resurrection of Christ and  a call to experience the Risen Christ, who
passed from death to life. In this deeper understanding of the paschal
mystery and personal encounter with the Risen Christ, we will be
empowered and strengthened to die and rise with the Lord: “I want to
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his
sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain
the resurrection from the dead” (Phil 3:11-12).  ‘Becoming like him in
his death’ is the challenging part of our discipleship! To opt to die involves
courage and preparedness to lose, to lose everything! Our comforts,
conveniences, pleasures in the bodily sphere of life, pursuit of power
and wealth, etc. can take hold of our lives so powerfully that dying and
rising with Christ is not easily possible.

Our Lord asked his first disciples, “What are you seeking?”(Jn 1)
As we journey through the Lenten Season, we should confront this
question, what am I seeking and how I am seeking? We are seeking
forgiveness and renewal of our Christian life that began at the time of
Baptism, the day we were reborn in water and the Spirit. Through a
well prepared celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation, including
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personal confession, a renewed commitment to strive to avoid sin, is
one the immediate fruits of Lent and Easter celebrations. But, something
more than this should be desired and hoped for, namely, to know about
what one is really seeking while living and functioning in a given state
of life or walk of life. In other words, one lives for a cause, for a value,
for an individual person or institution. For us Christians, it is Jesus Christ,
he who was crucified, we should seek, live and die for. Christ is not an
idea but a person in whom I want to live and move towards that final
goal of life as taught and understood by Him. When the person of
Christ and what He stands for become the concern of the disciple or
the believer, it is not just doing something in His name or for His name
but it is communion with Him that drives the disciple or the believer to
live and work for Him. In Him one understands one’s life and in
Communion with Him that one wants to live and act. Self seeking, self
glory, self promotion, etc remain far away from such persons. We should
hope and pray that our Lenten and Easter celebrations are geared
towards the renewal and deepening of this relationship of communion
with the Jesus Christ, whose passion and death, and resurrection
commemorate and celebrate. May all the rich signs and symbols that
are used in the Sacred Liturgical celebrations enable all the faithful in
the Christian Community to enter into renewed personal relationship
and relish the joy it gives! That is the Easter joy we shall all look forward,
“Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!! “I have been crucified with Christ; and it
is no longer I who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.” (Gal 2: 19-20)

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET  US  PRAY
The Holy Father’s prayer intention:

Intention for evangelization - Sacraments of reconciliation
Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of
reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the infinite

mercy of God.
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ENGAGEMENTS
MARCH  2021
2nd Golden Jubilee of Bishop Maipan Paul, Khammam
3rd Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, Yanam Parish, Mass at 3:30 p.m
09th - 12th  Governing Board Meeting and visit to Mangapatnam, Kadapa
13th Catholic Charismatic Renewal Convention, at Kodurumatha Shrine, Koduru
14th Mass & Confirmations, at Bobbili, 8:30 a.m
15th Village Chapel Blessing, Sitandoravalasa, Mary Nagar, Salur, Mass at 10:00 a.m
16th-17th   C.B.C.I-CARD Meeting in Jabalpur, M.P
18th Feast Day Mass at Bobbili Parish, Mass at 6:30 p.m
19th Feast Day Mass at S.Kota Parish, Mass at 5:30 p.m
20th First Death Anniversary of Fr Anthony Puthusseril, Butchirajupalem, Mass

at 6:30 p.m
21st Mass & Confirmations, at Arogyamatha Church, Venkojipalem, 7:00 a.m
24th Feast Day Mass at Jeevagiri, Hamsavaram Parish, at 10:00 a.m
27th Padayatra, Siluvagiri Feast, Pedapenki, Vengapuram Parish, Mass at 10:30 a.m
29th Recollection for Pastoral Clergy, 9:30 a.m- 1:00 p.m, Archbishop's House,

Pastoral Centre, Chrism Mass, St Peter's Cathedral, Gananapuaram, at
5:45 p.m

APRIL  2021
1st Maundy Thursday, Gajuwaka Parish, Mass at 5:30 p.m
2nd Good Friday: Way of the Cross, at Rakshanagiri, at 6:00 a.m

Celebration of the Passion, Seethammadhara Parish, at 3: 00 p.m
3rd Holy Saturday: Vigil Mass, at St Peter's Cathedral, Gnanapuram, at 10:30 p.m
4th Easter Sunday: St Anthony's Church, Maharanipeta, Mass at 7:00 a.m
7th Golden Jubilee of Fr.J.Ananda Rao, at Minor Seminary, Bheemili, Mass at 10:00 a.m
9th Divine Mercy Feast, Ramachandrapuram, 3.00 p.m.
10th Golden Jubilee of Fr. Mathew Vempala MSFS, Autonagar, Mass at 6:00 p.m
11th Divine Mercy Feast, Yesupuram, 11.00 a.m.,
12th- 14th   Visit to Jadi
17th Blessing of School Building, St.Ann's High School, Mangalapalem, at 10:30 a.m
18th Feast Mass, at Madugula, Mass at 6:00 p.m
19th Golden Jubilee of Maipan Paul and Our Diocese Jubularians, Fr. J.Ananda

Rao, Fr. Jacob Karachara, Fr. Polamarasetty Mariadas and Fr. John Prakash
Jonnada, at St Peter's Cathedral, Gananpuram, Mass at 5:30 p.m

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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COMMUNICATIONS
1. Chrism Mass and Recollection day for the clergy on Monday, 29th

March, 2021. All the priests are expected to come for Recollection at
Pastoral Centre, 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and for the Chrism Mass at
St. Peter's Cathedral, Gnanapuram, at 5:45. p.m. It is a day of renewal
of our joy for the gift of priesthood, common and ministerial priesthood,
in Jesus Christ, the Eternal High Priest.

2. For the Chrism Mass on 29th March, encourage the faithful to
participate in the Chrism Mass, celebrating and praying together as
one Community for the gift of priests to our Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam who are called and anointed to serve the faithful,
leading the People of God as shepherds. In the city parishes have
only morning Mass and cancel the evening Masses to encourage
them to come for Chrism Mass.  This information should be given to
the parishners much in advance!

3. Year of St. Joseph: since no specific proposals were made by the
Universal Church or the CCBI or TCBC, we in archdiocese did not
plan so far for our Archdiocese. Two things we are going to do: In our
Archdiocese, On the 19th March, the Feast Day of St. Joseph, we will
formally begin the observance of the Year of St. Joseph. All the parish
priests and Religious Community superiors should have a special
liturgical celebration. Second thing to be done is, On every First
Wednesday of the month, we take up the seven themes that the Holy
Father highlighted in the Apostolic Letter and have special Mass and
prayers. We are finalizing the prayer to St. Joseph to be prayed daily in
our Archdiocese from 19th March. Very soon a detailed letter/circular
will be sent to all the parish priests and Religious communities regarding
this "Year of St. Joseph."

4. Lenten Campaign against Hunger and Disease is one of the initiatives
of the Catholic Church in India facilitated by Caritas India and
respective Diocesan Social Service Centers. It is in the parishes this
is promoted by encouraging the faithful to contribute for this charitable
work for the poor and the needy. We share the contributions with
Caritas India and VDSSS, and some part of it will be for the charities
from procurator's office. All the parish priests should do the needful
to motivate the people in the parish to make a generous contribution
and send the same to the Office of the procurator. In the same way
the Good Friday collection should be sent to the Office of the
Procurator at the earliest possible.
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† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

5. Rakshanagiri Mahotsavam will be on the Second Sunday of May, 9th
May, 2021. Preparatory meeting was held on 15th February and plans
are on. The details of the celebrations will be made known at a later
date. As a diocesan level festival it should be encouraged and should
be a well participated celebration. All the parish priests in the
archdiocese, especially, the parish priests in Visakhapatnam city and
rural deaneries should extend the best of their cooperation.

6. Annual Returns: With the communication already given, I hope that
most of you have already done the needful to handover the duly filled
forms to the Office of the secretary, Fr. Joseph Naresh.  Please pay
attention to this matter and promptly submit the expected records by
20th of this month.

7. All those parishes which come under Vizagapatam Diocesan
Cooperation Pvt. Ltd. should get ready with account books at end of
the month of March. Kindly prepare the books to submit for auditing in
April, taking care of the opening balances as on April 1st 2020, the 1st
day of the financial year 2020-2021. Bank tran.sactions should also
be updated and submitted along with the account books including
fixed, if any.

Everyone will have to follow the formal way of doing the  book keeping,
especially the ledger, with proper entries under appropriate heads of
accounts. Mr. George, our accountant will give you the points in this
regard. Before submitting the books, please check with him. Now, the
Income Tax department is keenly looking into all the details of income
and expenditure as we are having tax exemption. Any deviation or
unexplained item can cause problems not only to the particular unit but
to the entire" Corporation Account."  Hope you will take this matter
seriously and do as required and not as one thinks.

8. International Women's Day, 2021 falls on 8th March, 2021: there is
some material for reflection for the liturgical celebration on this
occasion. To the extent possible, I would like that Women's Day 21
is observed either on that day or another convenient day, with a
gathering of women in the parish or in the institutions. Sr. Sajitha,
SAL, Secretary for Commission for Women will contact the Parish
Priests regarding this matter. Kindly cooperate with her in the
formation of women groups in your parish.
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“Day of Prayer and Fasting for Youth”, at Gnanapuram

PASTORAL CENTRE

News
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAYINTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAYINTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAYINTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAYINTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
8th  March 2021

Good morning and a warm welcome to all of you dear brothers and
sisters, especially the women of our parish. As we are celebrating
the International women’s day let us wish the best and all the blessings
to every woman of our parish, Diocese and the society around us.

The theme of 2021 International women’s day is “Choose To
Challenge”

 A challenged world is an alert world. Individually, we’re all
responsible for our own thoughts and actions, all day and every
day. We can choose to challenge to speak and spread the love of
God and also denounce gender bias, Domestic violence,
discrimination and stereotyping.

Pope Francis on 6thFebruary appointed Sister NathlieBecquart as
an undersecretary to the synod of Bishops. It is for the first time in
the history of the church for a woman to be appointed to that post.
Sister Nathlie said “the appointment was a call to “serve the
universal church”.Reflecting over that appointment, I see it as a
sign and confidence in women that the Church is placing. It is Pope’s
desire that the Women participate more in the process of
discernment and decision – making in the church.”

The UN Women celebrate this day as, “Women in leadership:
Achieving an equal future in a COVID-19 world.” The theme
celebrates the tremendous efforts by women and girls around the
world in shaping a more equal future and recovery from the COVID-
19 pandemic.

During the pandemic, great number of women stood at the front
lines of the COVID-19 crisis, as health care workers, caregivers,
innovators, community organizers and as some of the most
exemplary and effective national leaders in combating the pandemic.

At the same time many girls and women have become the victims
of domestic violence, rape, murder, homeless, early marriages. So,
on this day - the international women’s day - it is to awake the
consciousness of every human being to understand women’s rightto
decision-making in all areas of life - in the areas of equal pay, equal
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sharing of unpaid care and domestic work, and also to end all forms
of violence against women and girls, and health-care services that
respond to their needs.

Today as we celebrate the International Women’s day, we pray that
the leaders of the country and judicial authorities may integrate the
safety of every woman and girl, in the formulation and implementation
of policies and programmes in all spheres and at all stages of
especially during these pandemic responses and recovery.

Prayers of the Faithful
Response: Lord, hear the cry of your children.

1. Lord Jesus, we pray for our Mother Church, and our pope
Francis, Bishops, priest, religious brothers and sisters and lay
faithful who are committed with true heart, mind, body and soul
in bringing your kingdom on earth …we pray to the Lord.

2. Lord, we remember and pray for all the women and men who
are kidnapped, sold and abused.Liberate these children from
the bondage of evil power. May your justice be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Response…

3. Lord we pray for thepeople who are victims to human trafficking,
human traders andprostitution. Touch their hearts, and bring
them back to life. May they be healed psychologically, and once
again embrace to live a respectful life. Response …

4. Lord, we pray for those in governance. May they remain ever
vigilant to prevent people specially the rich and the so-calledhigh
castswho oppressing the weak and poor. May they understand
and respect every brother and sister in the society as human
beings and give due respect. Response ….

5. Lord, we pray for ourselves specially the women of our parish.
Give us the courage to speak aloud and condemn the misery
of those tortured and ill-treated in the families and societies.
Make us generous to place our time, ability and money to liberate
the people who suffer in darkness. Response …

6. Lord, we pray for those who give their lives to end the violence,
injustice, discrimination and gender inequality. As they choose
to challenge the humanity with negative energy in the society
and families, strengthen their hands and make their labour bear
fruit. Response ….
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Concluding Prayer: Lord Jesus, you brought freedom to the
woman who was caught in adultery, healed the little girl possessed
with the demon, and cured the woman who was subject to physical
ailment for twelve years.Bless our efforts as we engage ourselves
to bring healing and liberation in this wounded world. May our labour
bring consolation to the weak and the vulnerable.We make this
prayer through Christ our Lord.  Amen

Annual Pilgrim Feast – Our Lady of Sorrows,
Kondaba Parish

The Annual Pilgrim Feast at the Shrine of Our Lady of Sorrows,
Kondadabalu was celebrated in all its Sacred Passion as usual, on
the first Sunday of February, 7th February 2021, observing the rules
and regulations of Covid instructed by the government. Though
many difficulties faced in celebrating this feast, by the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ more than 0.1 million devotees visited the Shrine
and paid their obeisance to the Revered Mother of Sorrows
treasured in the Sanctuary. The Pontifical Concelebrated Eucharistic
Celebration was led by His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu
Prakash, our Dear Archbishop. In his homily, His Grace underlined
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the need for asking the help of the Holy Mother of God Citing the
Passion she had for her Son, Jesus Christ and for all of us, explaining
it from the view point of the power of the word of God. the archbishop
invited all to lead a good life by preserving the word of God in the
heart that is pleasing to God asking Our Lady of Sorrows assistance.

Prior to the Solemnity, the annual event of Papa Patchyathapa
Padayatra was held on 6th February 2021. Though this year there is
no official flagging off the Spiritual Marathon due to Covid but pilgrims
themselves reached the Shrine on foot from their respective places
like Steel Plant, Gajuwaka, Malkapuram, Salagrampuram,
Kailasapuram, Seethammadhara, Maharanipeta, Chinna Waltair,
Butchirajupalem, Narava, L. Kota, S. Kota, Vepada, Chodavaram,
Madugula and attended the Holy masses arranged by the shrine
hourly.  At 6:00 P.M. there was Pontifical high mass celebrated by his
Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Rayarala Vijay Kumar, the bishop of Srikakulam
Diocese.

On 29th January 2021 Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy the MSFS
provincial minister of Visakhapatnam hoisted the festal Flag
beckoning the festivity, celebrated Holy Eucharist on the first day of
Novena. Priests and the Faithful from Gnanapuram, Maharanipeta,
Butchirajupalem, Kailasapuram, Pendurthy, Mangalapalem, L. Kota,
S. Kota, Vepada, and Vizianagaram and from other parishes joined
on the Novena Days for Holy Mass and Novena Prayers.

Priests and the Seminarians of St. John’s Regional Seminary,
Sisters of St. Anne Bangalore, Sisters of St. Ann Providence, and
sisters of Salvatorians and a couple of priests from the near proximity
and a very good number of the Faithful (worked day in and day out)
belonging to Kondadabalu Parish have played a pivotal role in the
celebrations of the annual pilgrim feast for the Glory of God and for
the honour of Great Mother of God. 

I thank His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, for his
special guidance and I thank all the priests, sisters, brothers,
committee members, youth, legion of Mary and volunteers and all
those who cooperated in making this feast a grand success.

Fr. P. Jeevan Babu,
Parish Priest, Kondabalu
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New Chapel Blessing in Gollapeta, Kondadaba Parish

This year we are very much blessed to have a new chapel in
Gollapeta, Kondadabalu Parish. Good number of devotees
witnessed the grand inauguration and blessing of the newly built
chapel named MANCHI KAAPARI YESU KRISTU DEVALAYAM.
Prior to the Eucharistic celebration the newly built chapel was
inaugurated by His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Prakash Mallavarapu
followed by solemn mass on 12 Feb. 2021. The land needed for
the chapel was donated by Mr. Gompa Joji, Mariamma the parents
of Fr. Gompa Dominic Savio. Fr. Varghese Kollamparambil, Fr. Jesoph
Anithottam, Fr. Rayanna, Fr. Sudhakar, Fr. Jojayya, Fr. Santhosh,
Fr. Mariadas, V.C., Fr. Ajish and Fr. K. Jaya Raju concelebrated the
Holy Mass after which agape meals served to all.

Fr. P. Jeevan Babu,
Parish Priest, Kondabalu

STATUTES
METROPOLITAN ECCLESIASTICAL TRIBUNAL OF

Visakhapatnam
INTRODUCTION

The Metropolitan Ecclesiastical Tribunal of Visakhapatnam is first
and second instance tribunal for the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam
and other suffragan Diocesan Tribunals. This Tribunal will function
as an appellate Tribunal for all cases for the suffragan Diocesan
Tribunals of Andhrapradesh.

Preamble

Themetropolitan of the ecclesiastical province of Visakhapatnam
conscious of hisduty and obligation "received by virtue of Episcopal
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consecration" , to dispense justice in his own territory, and the territo-
ries of suffragansof the same metropolitan exerciseshis judicial
power in order to promote that good which the Church offers to all
mankind,and resolve to constituteMetropolitan Ecclesiastical Tribu-
nal of Visakhapatnamas First Instance Tribunal and as appellate
Tribunalin accordance with the Code of Canon Law, Dignitasconnubii
(Instruction), the doctrines and teachings of the magisterium.

Name

Article 1. The name of the Tribunal shall be "The Metropolitan Eccle-
siastical Tribunal of Visakhapatnam."

Address

Article 2. The address of theTribunal shall be
Archbishop's House,
Maharanipeta
Visakhapatnam, 530 002
Andhra Pradesh, India."

Nature

Article 3. The Metropolitan Ecclesiastical Tribunal of Visakhapatnam,
a permanent institution, is a TRIBUNAL, exercising judi-
cial power in the Church for the furtherance of justice.

Article 4. In accordance with the canons of the Code the decisions
of the Tribunal shall be binding on all.

Purpose

Article 5. The general purpose of the Tribunal is to render justice to
all people. In this way it is intended to bear witness to Christ
more effectively in the service of the people of Archdio-
cese of Visakhapatnam.

Article 6. The Metropolitan Ecclesiastical Tribunal of Visakhapatnam
intends:
i. In exercising the canons 1400 and 1401 of the Code;
ii. To act as First Instance Tribunal for the Metropolitan See;
iii. To act  as  the appellate Tribunal for the Suffragan

Diocesan Tribunals of Andhra Pradesh;
iv. In cases referred to it by the Apostolic See,the Arch-

bishop of the Archdiocese or Bishops of the Suffragan
Dioceses;
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Area and competent forum
Article 7. In accordance with the canons of the Code the Tribunal

shall be the competent forum for all cases within the terri-
tories mentioned above.

Article 8. The Tribunal has as its area of operation the Archdiocese
of Visakhapatnam, and the Suffragan Dioceses of the State
of Andhra Pradesh in India.

Judicial year
Article 9. Judicial year shall commence from the 1stof January through

December 31st.

Metropolitan Bishop
Article 10. The metropolitan is a judge according the norm of law who

can exercise judicial power by himself or through others in
accordance with canon 1419  and  he establishes a met-
ropolitan tribunal in accordance with canon 1438 and 1439
as First Instance Tribunal for the subjects of his own See
& an appellate Tribunal of Second Instance for all cases
from the First Instance suffragan Diocesan Tribunals of
Andhra Pradeshof the same metropolitan and appoint Ju-
dicial Vicar and Judges with ordinary power to Judge. The
Judicial Vicar and Judges together with the metropolitan
constitute one single Tribunal. The metropolitan shall be
the moderator of the Tribunalipso facto.

Article 11. The metropolitan shallprovide personnel for the tribunal.
He may also request his suffragan bishops to nominate
personnel for the appellate Tribunal.He alone gives them
appointments for a definite time. And he shall not dismiss
them except for a grave reason.

Article 12. The metropolitan shall make necessary budgetary provi-
sions for the smooth functioning of the tribunal. He shall
make a deposit of sum of.... Rupees before the commence-
ment of every judicial year to the Judicial Vicar.

Moderator
Article 13. The moderator shall:

i. Through a decree erect the tribunal;
ii. Appoint Judicial Vicar;
iii. Appoint Adjutant Judicial Vicars and Judges;
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iv. Appoint Defender of the Bond, Promoter of Justice, No-
taries as tribunal officials;

v. Approve advocates;
vi. Receive the profession of faith and oath of fidelity and

secrecy from the Judicial Vicar;
vii. Receive annual budget from the Judicial Vicar before

the commencement of the judicial year and approve it;
viii. Receive statement of account from the Judicial Vicar

before the commencement of the judicial year and ap-
prove it.

Judicial Vicar and JUDGES of the tribunal
Article 14. The Tribunal shall  consist  of  Judicial  Vicar,  adjutant

Judicial Vicars, Judges, Defender of the Bond, Promoter of
Justice, and Notaries as office bearers.

I.  THE JUDICIAL VICAR

Article 15. The Judicial Vicar shall beappointed by the Moderator for
a definite time.Together with the moderator and other judges
he shall form one tribunal. And besides what is prescribed
in the Lawhe shall:

i. Do all the ordinary administration of the Tribunal;

ii. Receive the oath of fidelity and secrecy from Adjutant
Judicial Vicars and Judges, Promoter of Justice, De-
fender of the Bond, and Notaries;

iii. Receive appeal cases or cases for confirmation from
the lower courts or as the first instance cases and de-
cide the matter; shall constitute tribunals for each case
as per norm;

iv. Keep an accurate inventory of files, documents,  books
of registers and other movable and immovable proper-
ties of the Tribunal;

v. Keep safe, secret and under lock the above materials
in the secret archive of the Tribunal;

vi. Make annual budget and present it before the modera-
tor; likewise he shall present statement of account to
the Moderator for his approval before the commence-
ment of every Judicial year;
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Article 16. The Tribunal shall send cases for confirmative sentences
as per the norm of law.

Article 17. An annual summary report shall be send to the Supreme
Tribunal of The Apostolic Signatura as per the norms.

II.  THE ADJUTANT JUDICIAL VICARS AND JUDGES
Article 18. The Adjutant Judicial Vicars and Judges shall be appointed

by the Moderator for a definite time. They shall make an
oath of fidelity and secrecy before the Judicial Vicar. Keep
every case entrusted to them under lock and secrecy.

III.  THE PROMOTER JUSTICE AND THE DEFENDER
      OF THE BOND
Article 19. The Promoter of Justice and the Defender of the Bond shall

be appointed by the Moderator for a definite time. They,
besides what is prescribed in law,shall:

i. Make an oath of secrecy and fidelity before the Judicial
Vicar;

ii. Shall deposit all documents, files, other materials to the
Judicial Vicar to be kept safe in the archive of the Tribunal

iii. Materials, documents, files, knowledge of the things/
cases shall be kept in absolute secrecy even if they are
no more officials of the tribunal;

IV.  THE NOTARIES
Article 20. The Notaries shall be appointed by the Moderator for a

period three years. Besides what is prescribed in the law
he shall abide by the directions of the Judicial Vicar, keep
everything under lock in the archive and shall not without
the express permissions of Judicial Vicar divulge it to any-
one; before the commencement of his service he shall make
an oath of secrecy and fidelity before the Judicial Vicar.

Finance
Article 21. The expenses of the Tribunal shall be met from the com-

mon fund gathered from the budgetary provisions made by
the Archdiocese, and from the levy of Court fees.

Article 22. For every case a sum of Rupees as decided by the Judi-
cial Vicar with the approval of the Moderator shall be lev-
ied as Court fee.
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Article 23. Accounts of all sums of money received and expended on
account of Tribunal shall be maintained according to the
prevailing government and Church rules and regulations.
There shall also be proper and accurate records of all as-
sets and liabilities; and a proper inventory of the Tribunal
accurately maintained by the Notary under the supervision
of the Judicial Vicar.

Interpretation
Article 24. In case of doubt the interpretation given to these statutes

by the Moderator in consultation with the Judicial Vicar is
to be considered final.

Amendments
Article 25.  Amendments to these statutes may be proposed by the

Moderator, Judicial Vicar and others of the Tribunal.

Article 26. Proposals for amendment shall reach the Judicial Vicar in
writing who shall present it before the Moderator for approval
relation with Appeal Tribunal and other Tribunals

Article 27. The Tribunal shall keep in touch withthe Tribunal of the
Roman Rota, The Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic
Signaturaand other Tribunals so that proper sharing of
knowledge and information is made possible.

Given in Visakhapatnam at the chancery of the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam on the 16th day of December in the year of the Lord
2020, the tenth of our Archiepiscopate.

† Prakash Mallavarappu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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Litany of our Lady
Mater Misericordiae: Mother of Mercy - ø±s¡TD´ e÷‘ê

Mater Spei: Mother of Hope - ìØøÏå+#·Tyê] ÄX¯j·TeT>∑T e÷‘ê

Solocium Migrantium: Solace of Migrants - e\dü Á|ü»\ z<ës¡TŒ

e÷´πsCŸ Á|æ|üπswüHé ø√s¡T‡
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MARRIAGE  PREPARATION  COURSE
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HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS
POPE FRANCIS

ON FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION
OF THE LORD

25th WORLD DAY
FOR CONSECRATED LIFE

Vatican Basilica,                                  Tuesday, 2 February 2021

Simeon, so Saint Luke tells us, “looked forward to the consolation
of Israel” (Lk 2:25).  Going up to the Temple as Mary and Joseph
were bringing Jesus there, he took the Messiah into his arms. The
one who recognized in that Child the light that came to shine on the
Gentiles was an elderly man who had patiently awaited the fulfilment
of the Lord’s promises.

The patience of Simeon. Let us take a closer look at that old man’s
patience. For his entire life, he had been waiting, exercising the
patience of the heart. In his prayer, Simeon had learned that God
does not come in extraordinary events, but works amid the apparent
monotony of our daily life, in the frequently dull rhythm of our activities,
in the little things that, working with tenacity and humility, we achieve
in our efforts to do his will. By patiently persevering, Simeon did not
grow weary with the passage of time. He was now an old man, yet
the flame still burned brightly in his heart. In his long life, there had
surely been times when he had been hurt, disappointed, yet he did
not lose hope. He trusted in the promise, and did not let himself be
consumed by regret for times past or by the sense of despondency
that can come as we approach the twilight of our lives. His hope and
expectation found expression in the daily patience of a man who,
despite everything, remained watchful, until at last “his eyes saw the
salvation” that had been promised (cf. Lk 2:30).

I ask myself: where did Simeon learn such patience? It was the
born of prayer and the history of his people, which had always seen
in the Lord “a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love and fidelity” (Ex 34:6). He recognized
the Father who, even in the face of rejection and infidelity, never
gives up, but remains “patient for many years” (cf. Neh 9:30),
constantly holding out the possibility of conversion.
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The patience of Simeon is thus a mirror of God’s own patience.
From prayer and the history of his people, Simeon had learned
that God is indeed patient. By that patience, Saint Paul tells us, he
“leads us to repentance” (Rom 2:4). I like to think of Romano
Guardini, who once observed that patience is God’s way of
responding to our weakness and giving us the time we need to
change (cf. Glaubenserkenntnis, Würzburg, 1949, 28). More than
anyone else, the Messiah, Jesus, whom Simeon held in his arms,
shows us the patience of God, the merciful Father who keeps calling
us, even to our final hour. God, who does not demand perfection
but heartfelt enthusiasm, who opens up new possibilities when all
seems lost, who wants to open a breach in our hardened hearts,
who lets the good seed grow without uprooting the weeds. This is
the reason for our hope: that God never tires of waiting for us.
When we turn away, he comes looking for us; when we fall, he lifts
us to our feet; when we return to him after losing our way, he waits
for us with open arms. His love is not weighed in the balance of our
human calculations, but unstintingly gives us the courage to start
anew. This teaches us resilience, the courage always to start again,
each day. Always to start over after our falls. God is patient.

Let us look to our patience. Let us look to the patience of God and
the patience of Simeon as we consider our own lives of
consecration. We can ask ourselves what patience really involves.
Certainly it is not simply about tolerating difficulties or showing grim
determination in the face of hardship. Patience is not a sign of
weakness, but the strength of spirit that enables us to “carry the
burden”, to endure, to bear the weight of personal and community
problems, to accept others as different from ourselves, to persevere
in goodness when all seems lost, and to keep advancing even
when overcome by fatigue and listlessness.

Let me point to three “settings” in which patience can become
concrete.

The first is our personal life. There was a time when we responded
to the Lord’s call, and with enthusiasm and generosity offered our
lives to him. Along the way, together with consolations we have
had our share of disappointments and frustrations. At times, our
hard work fails to achieve the desired results, the seeds we sow
seem not to bear sufficient fruit, the ardour of our prayer cools and
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we are not always immune to spiritual aridity. In our lives as
consecrated men and women, it can happen that hope slowly fades
as a result of unmet expectations. We have to be patient with
ourselves and await in hope God’s own times and places, for he
remains ever faithful to his promises. This is the foundation stone:
he is true to his promises. Remembering this can help us retrace
our steps and revive our dreams, rather than yielding to interior
sadness and discouragement. Brothers and sisters, in us
consecrated men and women, interior sadness is a worm, a worm
that eats us from within. Flee from interior sadness!

A second setting in which patience can become concrete
is community life. We all know that human relationships are not
always serene, especially when they involve sharing a project of
life or apostolic activity. There are times when conflicts arise and
no immediate solution can be expected, nor should hasty
judgements be made. Time is required to step back, to preserve
peace and to wait for a better time to resolve situations in charity
and in truth. Let us not allow ourselves to be flustered by tempests.
In the Breviary, for tomorrow’s Office of Readings, there is a fine
passage on spiritual discernment by Diodochus of Photice. He says:
“A tranquil sea allows the fisherman to gaze right to its depths. No
fish can hide there and escape his sight. The stormy sea, however,
becomes murky when it is agitated by the winds”. We will never be
able to discern well, to see the truth, if our hearts are agitated and
impatient. Never. Our communities need this kind of reciprocal
patience: the ability to support, that is, to bear on our own shoulders,
the life of one of our brothers or sisters, including his or her
weaknesses and failings, all of them. Let us keep in mind that the
Lord does not call us to be soloists – we know there are many in
the Church – no, we are not called to be soloists but to be part of a
choir that can sometimes miss a note or two, but must always try to
sing in unison.

Finally, a third setting is our relationship with the world. Simeon
and Anna cherished the hope proclaimed by the prophets, even
though it is slow to be fulfilled and grows silently amid the infidelities
and ruins of our world. They did not complain about how wrong
things are, but patiently looked for the light shining in the darkness
of history. To look for the light shining in the darkness of history; to
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look for the light shining in the darkness of our own communities.
We too need that kind of patience, so as not to fall into the trap of
complaining. Some people are masters of complaining, doctors of
complaining, they are very good at complaining! No, complaining
imprisons us: “the world no longer listens to us” – how often do we
hear that - or “we have no more vocations, so we have to close the
house”, or “these are not easy times” – “ah, don’t tell me!...”. And
so the duet of complaints begins. It can happen that even as God
patiently tills the soil of history and our own hearts, we show
ourselves impatient and want to judge everything immediately: now
or never, now, now, now. In this way, we lose that “small” but most
beautiful of virtues: hope. I have seen many consecrated men and
women who lose hope, simply through impatience.

Patience helps us to be merciful in the way we view ourselves, our
communities and our world. In our own lives, do we welcome the
patience of the Holy Spirit? In our communities, do we bear with
one another and radiate the joy of fraternal life? In the world, do we
patiently offer our service, or issue harsh judgements? These are
real challenges for our consecrated life: we cannot remain stuck in
nostalgia for the past or simply keep repeating the same old things
or everyday complaints. We need patience and courage in order to
keep advancing, exploring new paths, and responding to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit. And to do so with humility and
simplicity, without great propaganda or publicity.

Let us contemplate God’s patience and implore the trusting patience
of Simeon and of Anna. In this way, may our eyes, too, see the light
of salvation and bring that light to the whole world, just as these
two elderly individuals did in their words of praise.

************

 HOLY MASS, BLESSING AND IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

Saint Peter’s Basilica
Ash Wednesday, 17 February 2021

We are now embarking on our Lenten journey, which opens with
the words of the prophet Joel. They point out the path we are to
follow. We hear an invitation that arises from the heart of God, who
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with open arms and longing eyes pleads with us: "Return to me
with all your heart" (Joel 2:12). Return to me. Lent is a journey of
return to God. How many times, in our activity or indifference, have
we told him: "Lord, I will come to you later, just wait a little... I can't
come today, but tomorrow I will begin to pray and do something for
others". We do this, time and time again. Right now, however, God
is speaking to our hearts. In this life, we will always have things to
do and excuses to offer, but right now, brothers and sisters, right
now is the time to return to God.

Return to me, he says, with all your heart. Lent is a journey that
involves our whole life, our entire being. It is a time to reconsider
the path we are taking, to find the route that leads us home and to
rediscover our profound relationship with God, on whom everything
depends. Lent is not just about the little sacrifices we make, but
about discerning where our hearts are directed. This is the core of
Lent: asking where our hearts are directed. Let us ask: Where is
my life's navigation system taking me - towards God or towards
myself? Do I live to please the Lord, or to be noticed, praised, put
at the head of line…? Do I have a "wobbly" heart, which takes a
step forwards and then one backwards? Do I love the Lord a bit
and the world a bit, or is my heart steadfast in God? Am I content
with my hypocrisies, or do I work to free my heart from the duplicity
and falsehood that tie it down?

The journey of Lent is an exodus, an exodus from slavery to
freedom. These forty days correspond to the forty years that God's
people trekked through the desert to return to their homeland. How
difficult it was to leave Egypt! It was more difficult for God's people
to leave the Egypt of the heart, that Egypt they carried within them,
than to leave the land of Egypt. It is hard to leave Egypt behind.
During their journey, there was an ever-present temptation to yearn
for leeks, to turn back, to cling to memories of the past or to this or
that idol. So it is with us: our journey back to God is blocked by our
unhealthy attachments, held back by the seductive snares of our
sins, by the false security of money and appearances, by the
paralysis of our discontents. To embark on this journey, we have to
unmask these illusions.

But we can ask ourselves: how do we then proceed on our journey
back to God? We can be guided by return journeys described in
the word of God.
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We can think of the prodigal son and realize that, for us too, it is
time to return to the Father. Like that son, we too have forgotten
the familiar scent of our home, we have squandered a precious
inheritance on paltry things and have ended up with empty hands
and an unhappy heart. We have fallen down, like little children
who constantly fall, toddlers who try to walk but keep falling and
need, time and time again, to be picked up by their father. It is the
Father's forgiveness that always sets us back on our feet. God's
forgiveness - Confession - is the first step on our return journey. In
mentioning Confession, I ask confessors to be like fathers, offering
not a rod but an embrace.

We then need to return to Jesus, like the leper who, once cured,
returned to give him thanks. Although ten had been healed, he
was the only one saved, because he returned to Jesus (cf. Lk 17:12-
19). All of us have spiritual infirmities that we cannot heal on our
own. All of us have deep-seated vices that we cannot uproot alone.
All of us have paralyzing fears that we cannot overcome alone.
We need to imitate that leper, who came back to Jesus and threw
himself at his feet. We need Jesus' healing, we need to present
our wounds to him and say: "Jesus, I am in your presence, with my
sin, with my sorrows. You are the physician. You can set me free.
Heal my heart".

Once again, the word of God asks us to return to the Father, to
return to Jesus. It also calls us to return to the Holy Spirit. The
ashes on our head remind us that we are dust and to dust we will
return. Yet upon this dust of ours, God blew his Spirit of life. So we
should no longer live our lives chasing dust, chasing things that
are here today and gone tomorrow. Let us return to the Spirit, the
Giver of Life; let us return to the Fire that resurrects our ashes, to
the Fire who teaches us to love. We will always be dust, but as a
liturgical hymn says, "dust in love". Let us pray once more to the
Holy Spirit and rediscover the fire of praise, which consumes the
ashes of lamentation and resignation.

Brothers and sisters, our return journey to God is possible only
because he first journeyed to us. Otherwise, it would be impossible.
Before we ever came to him, he came down to us. He preceded
us; he came down to meet us. For our sake, he lowered himself
more than we can ever imagine: he became sin, he became death.
So Saint Paul tells us: "For our sake God made him to be sin" (2
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Cor 5:21). Not to abandon us but to accompany us on our journey,
he embraced our sin and our death. He touched our sin; he touched
our death. Our journey then is about letting him take us by the
hand. The Father who bids us come home is the same who left
home to come looking for us; the Lord who heals us is the same
who let himself suffer on the cross; the Spirit who enables us to
change our lives is the same who breathes softly yet powerfully on
our dust.

This, then, is the Apostle's plea: "Be reconciled to God" (v. 20). Be
reconciled: the journey is not based on our own strength. No one
can be reconciled to God on his or her own. Heartfelt conversion,
with the deeds and practices that express it, is possible only if it
begins with the primacy of God's work. What enables us to return to
him is not our own ability or merit, but his offer of grace. Grace saves
us; salvation is pure grace, pure gratuitousness. Jesus says this
clearly in the Gospel: what makes us just is not the righteousness
we show before others, but our sincere relationship with the Father.
The beginning of the return to God is the recognition of our need for
him and his mercy, our need for his grace. This is the right path, the
path of humility. Do I feel in need, or do I feel self-sufficient?

Today we bow our heads to receive ashes. At the end of Lent, we
will bow even lower to wash the feet of our brothers and sisters.
Lent is a humble descent both inwards and towards others. It is
about realizing that salvation is not an ascent to glory, but a descent
in love. It is about becoming little. Lest we go astray on our journey,
let us stand before the cross of Jesus: the silent throne of God. Let
us daily contemplate his wounds, the wounds that he brought to
heaven and shows daily to the Father in his prayer of intercession.
Let us daily contemplate those wounds. In them, we recognize our
emptiness, our shortcomings, the wounds of our sin and all the
hurt we have experienced. Yet there too, we see clearly that God
points his finger at no one, but rather opens his arms to embrace
us. His wounds were inflicted for our sake, and by those wounds
we have been healed (cf. 1 Pet 2:25; Is 53:5). By kissing those
wounds, we will come to realize that there, in life's most painful
wounds, God awaits us with his infinite mercy. Because there, where
we are most vulnerable, where we feel the most shame, he came
to meet us. And having come to meet us, he now invites us to
return to him, to rediscover the joy of being loved.
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE

Wednesday, 27 January 2021

Catechesis on prayer - 22. The prayer with the Sacred Scripture
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

Today I would like to focus on the prayer we can do beginning with a
Bible passage. The words of Sacred Scripture were not written to remain
imprisoned on papyrus, parchment or paper, but to be received by a
person who prays, making them blossom in his or her heart. The Word
of God goes to the heart. The Catechism affirms that: “prayer should
accompany the reading of Sacred Scripture” — the Bible cannot be
read like a novel — “so that a dialogue takes place between God and
man” (n. 2653). This is where prayer leads you, because it is a dialogue
with God. That Bible verse was written for me too, centuries and
centuries ago, to bring me a word of God. It was written for each of us.
This experience happens to all believers: a passage from Scripture,
heard many times already, unexpectedly speaks to me one day, and
enlightens a situation that I am living. But it is necessary that I be present
on that day for that appointment with the Word. That I be there, listening
to the Word. Every day God passes and sows a seed in the soil of our
lives. We do not know whether today he will find dry ground, brambles,
or good soil that will make that seed grow (cf. Mk 4: 3-9). That they
become for us the living Word of God depends on us, on our prayer, on
the open heart with which we approach the Scriptures. God passes
continually through Scripture. And here I return to what I said last week,
to what Saint Augustine said: “I am afraid of God when he passes”.
Why is he afraid? That he will not listen to him. That he will not realize
that he is the Lord.

 Through prayer a new incarnation of the Word takes place. And we
are the “tabernacles” where the words of God seek to be welcomed
and preserved, so that they may visit the world. This is why we must
approach the Bible without ulterior motives, without exploiting it. The
believer does not turn to the Holy Scriptures to support his or her own
philosophical and moral view, but because he or she hopes for an
encounter; the believer knows that those words were written in the
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Holy Spirit, and that therefore they should be welcomed and understood
in that same Spirit, so that the encounter can occur.

It bothers me a little when I hear Christians who recite verses from the
Bible like parrots. “Oh, yes… Oh, the Lord says… He wants this…”. But
did you encounter the Lord, with that verse? It is not only a question of
memory: it is a question of the memory of the heart, which opens you to
the encounter with the Lord. And that word, that verse, leads you to the
encounter with the Lord.

Thus, we read the Scriptures so that they may “read us”. And it is a
grace to be able to recognize oneself in this passage or that character,
in this or that situation. The Bible was not written for a generic humanity,
but for us, for me, for you, for men and women in flesh and blood, men
and women who have a name and a surname, like me, like you. And
when the Word of God, infused with the Holy Spirit, is received with an
open heart, it does not leave things as they were before: never.
Something changes. And this is the grace and the power of the Word of
God.

Christian tradition is rich in experiences and reflections on prayer with
the Sacred Scripture. In particular, the method of “Lectio divina” was
established; it originated in monastic circles, but is now also practised
by Christians who frequent their parishes. It is first of all a matter of
reading the biblical passage attentively: even more, I would say with
“obedience” to the text, to understand what it means in and of itself.
One then enters into dialogue with Scripture, so that those words become
a cause for meditation and prayer: while remaining faithful to the text, I
begin to ask myself what it “says to me”. This is a delicate step: we
must not slip into subjective interpretations, but rather become part of
the living Tradition, which unites each of us to Sacred Scripture. The
last step of Lectio divina is contemplation. Words and thoughts here
give way to love, as between lovers for whom sometimes it is enough
to just look at each other in silence. The biblical text remains, but like a
mirror, like an icon to be contemplated. And in this way, there is dialogue.

Through prayer, the Word of God comes to abide in us and we abide in
it. The Word inspires good intentions and sustains action; it gives us
strength and serenity, and even when it challenges us, it gives us peace.
On “bad” and confusing days, it guarantees to the heart a core of
confidence and of love that protects it from the attacks of the evil one.

In this way the Word of God is made flesh — allow me to use this
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expression: made flesh — in those who receive it in prayer. The intuition
emerges in some ancient texts that Christians identify so completely
with the Word that, even if all the Bibles in the world were to be burned,
its “mould” could still be saved through the imprint it left on the life of the
saints. This is a beautiful expression.

Christian life is at the same time a work of obedience and of creativity.
Good Christians must be obedient, but they must be creative. Obedient,
because they listen to the Word of God; creative, because they have
the Holy Spirit within who drives them to be so, to lead them forward. At
the end of one of his discourses addressed in the form of parables,
Jesus makes this comparison: “Every scribe who has been trained for
the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his
treasure” — the heart — “what is new and what is old” (Mt 13:52). The
Holy Scriptures are an inexhaustible treasure. May the Lord grant us all
to draw ever more from them, though prayer. Thank you.

–––––––––––
Wednesday, 3 February 2021

Catechesis on Prayer - 23.  Praying in the liturgy

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

In the history of the Church, there has often been a temptation to practice
an intimist Christianity that does not recognize the spiritual importance
of public liturgical rites. Often, this tendency claimed the supposed
greater purity of a religiosity that did not depend on external ceremonies,
which were considered a useless or harmful burden. At the centre of
the criticism was not a particular ritual form, or a particular way of
celebrating, but rather the liturgy itself, the liturgical form of praying.

Indeed, one can find certain forms of spirituality in the Church that were
unable to adequately integrate the liturgical moment. Many of the faithful,
while participating assiduously in the rites, especially in Sunday Mass,
drew nourishment for their faith and spiritual life more from other sources,
of a devotional type.

Much has been achieved in recent decades. The Constitution
Sacrosanctum Concilium of the Second Vatican Council  represents a
pivotal point in this long journey. It comprehensively and organically
reaffirms the importance of the divine liturgy for the life of Christians,
who find therein that objective mediation required by the fact that Jesus
Christ is not an idea or a sentiment, but a living Person, and his Mystery
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a historical event. The prayer of Christians passes through tangible
mediations: Sacred Scripture, the Sacraments, liturgical rites, the
community. In Christian life, the corporeal and material sphere cannot
be disregarded, because in Jesus Christ it became the way of salvation.
We could say that we should pray with the body too: the body enters
into prayer.

 Therefore, there is no Christian spirituality that is not grounded in the
celebration of the sacred mysteries. The Catechism  writes: “In the
sacramental liturgy of the Church, the mission of Christ and of the Holy
Spirit proclaims, makes present, and communicates the mystery of
salvation, which is continued in the heart that prays” (n. 2655). The
liturgy, in itself, is not just spontaneous prayer, but something more,
and more original: it is an act that founds the whole Christian experience
and, therefore, prayer, too, is an event, it is a happening, it is presence,
it is encounter. It is an encounter with Christ. Christ makes himself
present in the Holy Spirit through the sacramental signs: hence the
need for us Christians to participate in the divine mysteries. A Christianity
without a liturgy, I dare say, is perhaps a Christianity without Christ.
Without the Total Christ. Even in the barest of rites, such as the one
some Christians have celebrated and continue to celebrate in places
of incarceration, or in the hiddenness of a house in times of persecution,
Christ is truly present and gives himself to his faithful.

Precisely because of its objective dimension, the liturgy asks to be
celebrated with fervour, so that the grace poured out in the rite is not
dispersed, but rather reaches the experience of each one. The
Catechism explains it very well and says this: “Prayer internalizes and
assimilates the liturgy during and after its celebration” (ibid.). Many
Christian prayers do not originate from the liturgy, but all of them, if
they are Christian, presuppose the liturgy, that is, the sacramental
mediation of Jesus Christ. Every time we celebrate a Baptism, or
consecrate the bread and wine in the Eucharist, or anoint the body of a
sick person with Holy Oil, Christ is here! It is he who acts and is present
just as he was when he healed the weak limbs of a sick person, or
when he delivered his testament for the salvation of the world at the
Last Supper.

 The prayer of the Christian makes the sacramental presence of Jesus
his or her own. What is external to us becomes part of us: the liturgy
expresses this even in the very natural gesture of eating. Mass cannot
simply be “listened to”: it is also an incorrect expression, “I am going to
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listen to Mass”. Mass cannot merely be listened to, as if we were just
spectators of something that slips away without our involvement. Mass
is always celebrated , and not only by the priest who presides it, but by
all Christians who experience it. And the centre is Christ! All of us, in
the diversity of gifts and ministries, join in his action, because he, Christ,
is the Protagonist of the liturgy.

When the first Christians began to worship, they did so by actualizing
Jesus’ deeds and words, with the light and power of the Holy Spirit, so
that their lives, reached by that grace, would become a spiritual sacrifice
offered to God. This approach was a true “revolution”. Saint Paul writes
in the Letter to the Romans: “I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship” (12:1). Life is called
to become worship to God, but this cannot happen without prayer,
especially liturgical prayer. May this thought help us all when we go to
Mass: I go to pray in the community, I go to pray with Christ who is
present. When we go to the celebration of a Baptism, for example, it is
Christ present there, who baptizes. “But Father, this is an idea, a figure
of speech”: no, it is not a figure of speech. Christ is present, and in the
liturgy you pray with Christ who is beside you.

–––––––––––––––

Wednesday, 10 February 2021

Catechesis on Prayer - 24.  Prayer in daily life
Good morning,

In the preceding catechesis we saw how Christian prayer is “anchored”
in the Liturgy. Today, we will shed light on how it always returns into
daily life from the Liturgy: on the streets, in offices, on public
transportation... And there it continues the dialogue with God: one who
prays is like someone in love who always carries the beloved person in
his or her heart wherever they go.

Essentially, everything becomes a part of this dialogue with God: every
joy becomes a reason for praise, every trial is an opportunity to ask for
help. Prayer is always alive in our lives, like embers, even when the
mouth does not speak, but the heart speaks. Every thought, even
apparently “profane” ones, can be permeated by prayer. There is even
a prayerful aspect in human intelligence; it is, in fact, a window peering
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into the mystery: it illuminates the few steps in front of us and then
opens up to the entire reality, this reality that precedes it and surpasses
it. This mystery does not have a disquieting or anxious face, no.
Knowledge of Christ makes us confident that whatever our eyes and
our minds’ eyes cannot see, rather than nothing being there, there is
someone who is waiting for us; there is infinite grace. And thus, Christian
prayer instils an invincible hope in the human heart: whatever experience
may touch us on our journey, God’s love can turn it into good.

In this regard, the Catechism reads: “We learn to pray at certain
moments by hearing the Word of the Lord and sharing in his Paschal
Mystery, but his Spirit is offered us at all times, in the events of each
day, to make prayer spring up from us... time is in the Father’s hands;
it is in the present that we encounter him, not yesterday nor tomorrow,
but today” (n. 2659). Today I meet God, today is always the day of the
encounter.

There is no day more wonderful day than the one we are living. Those
who live always thinking about the future: “But the future will be better...”,
but do not take each day as it comes are people who live in their fantasy,
they do not know how to deal with concrete reality. And today is real,
today is concrete. And prayer takes place today. Jesus comes to meet
us today, the day we are living. And it is prayer that transforms this day
into grace, or better, that transforms us: it quells anger, sustains love,
multiplies joy, instils the strength to forgive. Sometimes it will seem that
it is no longer we who are living, but that grace lives and works in us
through prayer. And when an angry, an unhappy thought comes to us,
that moves us toward bitterness, let us stop ourselves and say to the
Lord: “Where are you? And where am I going?” And the Lord is there,
the Lord will give us the right word, the advice to go ahead without that
bitter taste of negativity. For prayer is always — to use a profane word
— positive. Always. It will carry you forward. Each day that begins, if
welcomed in prayer, is accompanied by courage, so that the problems
we have to face no longer seem to be obstacles to our happiness, but
rather appeals from God, opportunities for our encounter with him. And
when one is accompanied by the Lord, he or she feels more courageous,
freer, and even happier.

Thus, let us always pray for everything and for everyone, even for our
enemies. Jesus counselled us to do this: “Pray for your enemies”. Let
us pray for our dear ones, but also for those we do not know. Let us
pray even for our enemies, as I said, as the Scriptures often invite us to
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do. Prayer inclines us toward a superabundant love. Let us pray above
all for unhappy people, for those who weep in solitude and give up
hope that there might still be someone who loves them. Prayer works
miracles; and so the poor understand, by God’s grace that, even in
their precarious situation, the prayer of a Christian makes Christ’s
compassion present. Indeed, he looked with great tenderness on the
weary and lost crowd who were like sheep without a shepherd
(cf Mk 6:34). The Lord is — let us not forget — the Lord of compassion,
of nearness, of tenderness: three words never to be forgotten. Because
this is the Lord’s style: compassion, nearness, tenderness.

Prayer helps us love others, despite their mistakes and their sins. The
person is always more important than his or her actions, and Jesus
did not judge the world, but saved it. The life of people who always
judge others, who are always condemning, judging, is a horrible one...
It is a horrible, unhappy life. Jesus came to save us. Open your heart,
forgive, give others the benefit of the doubt, understand, you, too, be
close to others, be compassionate, be tender, like Jesus. We have to
love each and every one, remembering in prayer that we are all sinners
and at the same time loved individually by God. Loving the world in this
way, loving it with tenderness, we will discover that each day and
everything bears within it a fragment of God’s mystery.

Again, the Catechism reads: “Prayer in the events of each day and
each moment is one of the secrets of the Kingdom revealed to ‘little
children,’ to the servants of Christ, to the poor of the beatitudes. It is
right and good to pray so that the coming of the kingdom of justice and
peace may influence the march of history, but it is just as important to
bring the help of prayer into humble, everyday situations; all forms of
prayer can be the leaven to which the Lord compares the kingdom” (n.
2660).

Mankind — the human person, men and women, all of us — is like a
breath, like a blade of grass (cf Ps 144:4; 103:15). The philosopher
Pascal once wrote: “There is no need for the whole universe to take up
arms to crush him: a vapour, a drop of water is enough to kill him”. We
are fragile beings, but we know how to pray: this is our greatest dignity
and it is also our strength. Have courage. Pray in every moment, in
every situation because the Lord is near us. And when a prayer is said
according to Jesus’ heart, it obtains miracles.

____________________
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Fr. Sudhakar Sivvam 5 Birthday

Fr. Paramjyothi Duppalapudi 7 Birthday

Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar Sivvam 11 Birthday

Fr. Mariadas Chintada

12 Ordination Day
Fr. Varaprasad Degala

Fr. Joy Thomas Mamalasery 15 Ordination Day

Fr. Jojibabu Karanam

Fr. Joseph Kochuchira

Fr. Joseph Anithottam

Fr. Joy Thomas Mamalasery

Fr. Varaprasad Degala 19 Feast Day

Fr. Prathap Sarisa

Fr. Joseph Prabhakar Pathivada
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Fr. Joseph Naresh Yandava
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“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

02-03-1976 Fr. Raymond Saldhana, died at Vizag
02-03-1990 Fr. Camile Curzillat, 82 years, died at Lyons, France
03-03-1930 Fr. John Patrick Cowman, 42 years, died at Vizag
03-03-1937 Fr. Joseph Nilapana, 34 years, died at Salur
06-03-1900 Bro. Michael Allard, 23 years, died at Yanam
07-03-2004 Fr. Chacko Mulanjananickal, 66 years, died at Kuiiinji, Kerala
11-03-1924 Bro. Nicholas Page, 77 years, died at Vizag
11-3-2013 Bro. Joseph Thekkumthottam msfs, 82 years, died at Vizag
12-03-1907 Bishop Etienne Bonaventure (Bishop of Nagpur 1904-1907),

55 years, died at Chavanod, France
13-03-1980 Bishop Joseph Baud (Bishop of Vizag 1947-1966), 90 years,

died at Vizag
14-03-1932 Bro. Alexis Voisin, 72 years, died at Nagpur
15-03-1909 Bro. James Gatti, 61 years, died at Nagpur
16-03-1964 Fr. Joseph Monnard, 65 years, died at Proupeine, Annecy
16-03-1998 Fr. John Kurandiarkunnel, 70years, died at Adoor
18-03-1902 Fr. Jean Prunier, 26 years, died at Surada, Orissa
18-03-2003 Archbishop Eugene D'Souza, 86 years, died at Bhopal
19-03-1949 Fr. Joseph Felix Bouchet, 71 years, died at Bhimili
20-03-2020 Fr. Anthony Puthusseril, 74 years, died at Kerala
22-03-1906 Bro. Clement Cottet, 18 years, died at Vizag
22-03-1910 Fr. Pierre Joseph Dunoyer, 66 years, died at Amaravathi
22-03-1947 Bishop Peter Rossillon (Bishop of Vizag 1926-1947),

72 years, died at Vizag
24-03-1954 Fr. Maurice Chamonin, 48 years, died at Gnanapuram
26-03-2004 Fr. Mathew Pazhedam, 89 years, died at Visakhapatnam
28-03-1880 Fr. Jean Marie Debrones, 64 years, died at Viziangaram
28-03-2004 Fr. Mathew Kudakassery (Jr.), 76 years, died at Visakhapatnam
30-03-1886 Fr. Joseph Buttay, 55 years, died at Raipur

NECHROLOGY
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