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The Pastor Speaks …..
We have to get on with life, be safe and
assist others too…!

"Take care and be safe," are the words we are
constantly hearing since the outbreak of the
Covid-19 Corona virus pandemic. Rich or poor,
young or old, believers or non-believers, all are advised because
life is precious. We cannot live life any way we like if we want to
be secure and safe, happy and peaceful. But, can we take care of
everything about life? No, but there are a lot of things we can take
care to be safe and secure. We have to get on with life trying the
best way possible to protect our life and others' life as well!

Self-care seems to be the only and best option!: Saying
vaccination is the best solution and at the same time unable to
see that the supply matches the demand is a contradiction! It
seems self care within the given possibilities is the best alternative
than to be overly dependent on the organized measures of the
public or private health care systems!  There will always be
situations and forces that deter us.  Our efforts to live our life with
confidence and hope are challenged. The second wave of Covid-
19 Corona virus with all the different variants has silenced all of
us in this country making tall claims. What a change in a short
span of few weeks! This second wave has not only brought back
our memories of the total lock down of March 2020 with all its
consequences but has also brought with it added fears and
anxieties. We in India were so relaxed till the middle of March
2021, feeling as if in India it is all over with Covid-19. But then, we
were wrong, our leaders were wrong, and our healthcare related
administration was wrong! Warning signals coming from across
the world about the danger of the second wave were perhaps
taken as news for nations and people elsewhere and not for us
India!  But, now we see how our vulnerability and false confidence
are exposed. That the number of positive cases is on the decline
is good news but bad news is that still we are vulnerable and not
fully prepared, as being predicted, If the third wave comes even
before healing the scars of the second wave, what would be the
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situation? We should make planned preparations to face such a
situation. Health care system out there is not as good as it should
be, and certainly, not fully equipped as yet!

Self-care means taking responsibility for all the spheres
and aspects of one's life: Among the many lessons we are
learning from the Covid-19, one is about how to take personal
responsibility for health as well as all other related matters! It is
not only about having to take care of immunity levels in the body.
Life in its entirety has come for serious review. So many aspects
are there: How do we look at human life and the vast nature around
us? What do we think of the dynamics of human inter-relatedness?
There are things we can take care and things that are beyond our
control, how we understand, how or to whom we turn? Do we
resort to instant solutions or answers that the market or the Google
or media in general give? How do we plan our personal life and
that of the family? How to face if there is a threat of death of a
parent or a family member,the consequences of losing bread earner
in the family? There is, of course, the most crucial and important
matter of financial burdens due to heavy medical and hospital bills!
Our life is not a single compartment but a complex reality! As
individuals or as families we cannot have or do not have readymade
answers or solutions to all such matters.  This Covid-19 second
wave is inviting us, or even forcing us we can say, to think about
them. Perceptions, attitudes, and making plans to face the reality
of life play important role in all the above mentioned life-related
matters. Accepting the fact that most of the things are not within
the control of our manipulative skills or mechanisms, we have only
to learn from the experiences from this year! We should also learn
with the help of the enlightened minds, their advice or instructions
as professionals in the given fields. All said and done, personal
responsibility and a multi-pronged effort has to be there!

Self Care of our Faith life:spiritual, moral and social
responsibilities: We were maintaining physical (social) distance
and wearing masks for keeping safe: For our safety this physical
distance was not only advised but strictly demanded and enforced
in public places. In matters, of spiritual and moral, maintaining
distance from all those possible forces and powers or influences
that expose us to dangers to our spiritual and moral life is
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necessary, if not, we might end up in paying the heavy price of
downfall. Just as we are forced to learn lessons to take care in
order to protect our life from the dangers of Covid-19 virus, we
have to take all the care to be pure in mind, and body, spirit and
soul, The virus of selfishness and greed, allurements and
attractions of the world, ambition to be rich and to enjoy, etc, make
it rather difficult to remain pure, righteous and morally upright.
Here, what needs to be done is to closely examine one's life of
faith.  What we profess and claim to believe should be connected
to the actual living of our daily life. Life has to be lived not in isolation
but in relation to God and fellow human beings.  How intensely
concerned and worried we feel, console, comfort and strengthen
when one of our own family member or a relative or a close friend
or a long standing neighbor has fallen ill or in a difficult situation?
Do we feel and act towards others, those that are not immediately
in family or friends' circle? In this time of Covid-19 pandemic there
are enough and more persons and families who are on the verge
of losing confidence and hope. Can we nor reach them, especially,
the unreached poor and neglected!

What we truly believe will guide us, provided, faith becomes
a personal relationship with God!: The Creed, Nicene as well
as Apostle's Creed, has the summary of what truths we believe as
Catholic Christians -- about God as the Trinity of Persons, about
the creation, salvation, about the Church, about the final destiny
of our life, resurrection of the dead and life everlasting, etc.  But,
we should ask what has this faith to do with our life? There are
such a lot of things! With my (our) faith I must live my life: I live in
this bodily sphere, as a member in the given family, as a member
in the society, the humanity, as a worker not just earning one's
living but as one who contributes one's share for the common
good, as one who has to live in certain orderly and  disciplined
manner for one's own good and the good of others, etc. In other
words, life cannot be lived any way and any how! Life cannot be
just drifting along like a paper boat in a stream. It has to be a
deliberate and definite way of living. We cannot be just believers
but be believers who are living life with conviction born of faith
and sustained by listening to the directions that God gives to His
faithful ones. For this, taking care of or faith is very much necessary
and for this, there has to be a daily care of one's faith. One has to
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renew, nourish, nurture, protect, and thus safeguard one's faith.
Take care of your faith and faith will sustain you even in the most
difficult situations and problems that you face!

Conclusion: Church as a community of believers is sustained in
several ways in her faith. Faith that is professed is celebrated in
the sacramental life of the Church  and more specially, with the
proclamation of the Word of God. Devotional practices and Charity
in action is another important source and sustenance of the faith
of the community. In these matters pastoral care and pastoral
leadership at the parish level have a crucial and important role to
play. During the last one year due to Covid-19 Pandemic the
celebration of faith as a community had serious setbacks. Through
the YouTube, locally and regionally promoted T.V. programs a lot
of help is given to the faithful to celebrate their faith. The pastors
and their collaborators could take more creative initiatives through
cellular phones and creating parish internet / Whatsapp groups in
the situation where liturgical gatherings are not possible.
Accompanying the faithful in this difficult time is very important,
especially when someone is hospitalized or sick at home  or when
death occurs in a family, speaking to the family members over the
phone and praying for them will be of a very tangible way a pastor
can help the faithful.  As believers, we have to live in faith and
hope and keep saying, like Chiara Lubich of Focolare, "There is
God who has aligned Himself on our side. There is Jesus
who has died and is risen so as to give us hope and make us
a person capable of communicating this hope to others."

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET  US  PRAY

PRAYER INTENTION :

Intention for evangelization - The beauty of marriage. Let us
pray for young people who are preparing for marriage with the
support of a Christian community: may they grow in love, with
generosity, faithfulness and patience.
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. We are glad that four of our Deacons will be ordained priests
on 17th June, 202: Deacon Vimalraju, Deacon Benjamin,
Deacon Prabhakar, and Deacon Balaraju during the Holy Mass
in St. Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram, at 9.30 a.m. Our hearty
Congratulations and Prayerful wishes to them. All of us in the
Archdiocese should rejoice and thank the Lord God for giving
us four more priests to serve the church. Let us also pray for
these deacons and for all the priests of our Archdiocese and
priests belonging to Religious congregations.

2. The second wave of the Covid-19 has affected our regular
schedule of life in almost all the areas of life, personal and
public. In matters of pastoral care and regular Liturgical
celebrations are not being possible with the restrictions
imposed by the civil government. We are not sure still about
how long this situation if going to last. But, all the parish priests
should take whatever initiatives possible and within the limits
of the civil laws in effect, to be in touch with the members in
the parish. This is possible with phone calls or conversations
over the phone! Close-circuit YouTube programs made
available or direct the faithful to what is available on Divyavani
or other media. All this is just to keep contact and express
concern and solidarity in this pandemic situation.

3. The deans may conduct deanery level recollection once the
curfew or other restrictions for movement are relaxed or
removed. Prior information of place and time will help all the
priests in the deanery to participate. I request Fr. Joseph
Bandanadam to call Vizianagaram deanery priests for this
recollection after 24th June and on that day elect the dean for
Vizianagaram deanery in the palce late Fr. V.V. Prasad. For
the Visakhapatnam rural deanery, Fr. Param Jyothi, the
outgoing dean will conduct the recollection before or after 24th
June and on that day facilitate the election of the new dean for
the Visakhapatnam Rural deanery.



7

4. This is a fresh reminder to all the parishes or the correspondents
of schools that come as units of the Vizagapatam Diocesan
Corporation Private Limited or the Society, should get the
accounts for auditing and submit the same at the Office of the
Procurator at the earliest possible. The priests who are on
transfer, if the parish or institution comes as a unit of the above,
should see that the books are ready for audititng and submit
the same before handing over the charge to the successor.
With the new FCRA rules in effect and Income laws, we as a tax
exempted diocese should not take any chances for lapses in
following the expected rules. Here, the best of your cooperation
is needed. For renewal of FCRA Registration and for renewal
for “tax exemption,” we are told that “last three years acoounts
will be scrutinized” and if satisfied with our compliance with the
rules and regulations, they will give fresh registration and renewal
for tax exemption! So, please follow strictly the pattern given to
you, and if necessary, take the help of Mr. George in our office
for guidance!

5.  Rivision of the the Book Vi of the Code of Canon Law: The
News Media, both secular and religious, has highlighted the
news about the revision of the Penal Code of the Canon Law
dealing with the punishments/penalties for crimes committed
against human dignity, especially sexual crimes against minors/
children and vulnerable adults, Bishops are asked to act firmly
in dealing with such cases and take necessary action when
clerics are involved in such crimes. Book VI of the Code of
Canon Law is revised, with some changes of the existing
canons and with the additon new points related some canons.
This project of revision of the Book Vi took as many as 12
years, began in 2009. The message is clear.  Church is serious
about the crimes against human dignity, especially sexual
abuse of minors and sin against 6th commandment, especially
if a cleric or a member  of Religious Institute is involved.  Our
advice to all the priests and religious Communities that all
should try to get the soft or printed copy of the “newly revised
text of the Book VI of Code of Canon Law” and make a
comparative reading of the text in 1983 version and the newly
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revised text for greater awareness and vigilance, and take
personal care and be disciplined in one's human relationships!
Ignorance of the law does not make the crime less culpable.

6. Handing over and taking over charge after the Transfers
and appointments are announced: There are some things
to be done by the outgoing and the incoming priests in the
parish or institution: Here there is nothing very new that is being
said but a reminder so that there is order and continuity in the
parishes and institutions. The transition should be smooth with
proper handing over of the records and information about the
parish or institution:

i) As care takers and custodians, the record of the properties,
assets, and up-to-date account books for all the years one
has been serving in the given parish or institution should
be handed over without any excuses. Specify about the
lease income or rental income, if there is in the parish to be
given to the procurator, yearly or monthly.

Ii) Registers of Baptisms, Confirmations, Marriages, and
Deaths should be made up-to-date to be handed over to
the incoming parish priest.

iii) Should give information if there are some issues or
problems regarding marriages to be blessed or blessed in
the Church, legal problems regarding the lands in the parish,
and such matters so that the incoming priests will be able to
continue to do the necessary follow up, for instance, getting
our lands in the parish “online registration process,”  already
initiated or not done as yet!

iv) If the given parish or institution comes as a unit of the
Corporation or the Society, the account books for the
Financial Year 2020-2021 should be prepared and submitted
by the ourgoing priest at the Procurator’s office at Archbishop’s
House before giving charge to the incoming parish priest.

v) The inventory in the parish should be made and subimitted
to the incoming priest and copy at Archbishop's House.
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† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

 HEARTFELT  CONDOLENCES
to

Fr. Ravindra Eagala

May 31st  was a day of sorrow to Rev. Fr. Ravindra
Eagala, the parish priest of Rajahmundry and
his family members who lost their beloved
sister, Mrs. Eagala Jhancy Rani.  We
the clergy and religious of Visakhapatnam
Archdiocese express our deep sorrow and
heartfelt condolence to our beloved Fr.
Ravindra Eagala and to his family members and
relatives.

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord & let perpetual light shine upon
her. May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of
Lord, rest in peace. Amen.

7. Admissions in Minor Seminary:  From this year onwards
admissions in our  minor seminary as candidates for our
Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam will be for those who pass
Intermediate (plus two), Polytechnic or ITI or who finish
undergraduate Studies (B.A / B.Sc. / B.Com, etc). Parish
priests should make this announcement in the respective
parishes and receive applications from the aspiring candidates.
There will be a camp for the candidates who aspire to join the
seminary as candidates for the priesthood in the Month of July
2021. Those who are selected and join the minor seminary
after the results of Intermediate are announced will have two
years of formation in St. Ann's Minor Seminary, Bheemili.
Thereafter, the seminarians will go for Major seminary studies.
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Transfers  and  Appointments
Parish  Priests

S.No Name of the Parish Priest Place
1. Fr. Varghese Chaprath Paderu
2. Fr. Joseph Prabhakar Draksharama
3. Fr. Param Jyothi Rector,  St.Ann’s Minor Seminary
4. Fr. Jeevan Babu Y.S.Valasa
5. Fr. Kona Jaya Raju Procurator
6. Fr. Gongada Raju Kondadaba
7. Fr. Prem Kumar Thimmapuram, Addu Road
8. Fr. Ch. Suresh Badangi
9. Fr. Simon Kinthala Yesupuram

10. Fr. Vemagiri Francis Madugula
11. Fr. Morsa Rayappa Pachipenta
12. Fr. Harry Philips In- Charge Director, R.V. Nagar
13. Fr. Rajendra Studies
14. Fr. Bunga Bala Raju Studies
15. Fr. Killada Anand Studies
16. Fr. Arikathota Sridhar Spiritual Renewal Course
17. Fr. Dondaparthi Jaya Raju Spiritual Renewal Course

Assistant  Parish  Priests
1. Fr. Pallati Ajay Bobbili
2. Fr. Yandava Mathias Rajahmundry
3. Fr. Killada Paul Salur-I
4. Fr. Yandava Alphonse R.V. Nagar
5. Fr. Vadlapati Mariadas Pedaboddepalli
6. Fr. Palisetti Anand Rao Yanam
7. Fr. Yandava Naresh Gajuwaka
8. Fr. Kondala Kishore Secretary
9. Fr. Madugula David Raju Salur- II

10. Fr. S. Bala Velanakni Naidu Gnanapuram
11. Deacon Benjamin Pothu Gnanapuram
12. Deacon Vimal Raju Maharanipeta
13. Deacon Balaraju Minor Seminary
14. Deacon Prabhakar Seethamdhara
Assistants will take charge on or before 11th of June 2021,
Parish Priests will take charge on or before 24th  of June 2021

+Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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PASTORAL CENTRE

News
REPORT OF THE SERVICES RENDERED
THE SECOND PHASE OF THE COVID -19

Need of the Hour: While 'Pray for the people of India' is what the
whole world is doing, the Pastoral Centre under the Archdiocese
of Visakhapatnam banner, with the blessings of His Grace Most
Rev. Archbishop Mallavarapu Prakash has come out with a number
of initiatives. We are almost walking amidst the Valley of death as
many of our near and dear ones are losing their beloved ones.
Every day we listen to news of someone close to us, a very young
religious priest or nun, a much loved Catholic leader, young people,
elderly citizens…the news is breaking our hearts and many a time
we forget that it is during this time we have to lift our hearts in
prayer to our Heavenly Father. We have given the brief details of
the initiatives of the Pastral Centre:

1. Conducting of Virtual Praise & Adoration Meeting
(through Zoom) by Jesus Youth and Legion of Mary:

"Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your
God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold
you with my righteous right hand" - Isaiah 41:10

Like many Spiritual groups (Religious and Non Religious) across
the world who are prayed, the local needs urged us to start this
Virtual Prayer Service in Zoom every day from 2:55 pm to 3:55
pm. The Jesus Youth Group have taken the lead to conduct the
Virtual service where we recite the Devine Mercy Chaplet
(specially customised to the present situation) Praise and
Worship, Reading out the names of those affected with corona
and praying for each individual, Intercessory prayers, Special
Prayer for Corona and concluding blessings with a hymn to
Mother Mary. I really thank Jesus youth Members, Legion of
Mary Members and all those who are participating in this prayer
service, which is parallely, linked to Youtube through Visakhavani
- the Official Channel of the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam.
Others who would like to join can do so by opening below link.
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2. Conducting of prayer Meeting by Legion of Mary: We also
urged the Legion of Mary members to pray more for those
affected with Covid. Especially they are praying from 3-4 PM
every day. We are receiving hundreds of names of those
affected by Carona and all the members are praying constantly.
They are also praying for the departed souls due to Carona. I
thank each and every member of Legion of Mary who are taking
individual responsibility to pray for those affected. We are also
making phone calls or sending messages personally to those
been affected thus monitoring their spiritual needs. You can
send names of those affected with Carona to us (either to me
9985917381 or to Mr. BabjiGaru - 9295407037).

3. Distribution of Food to the Destitute: My heart is full of
gratitude while I bring to your notice that some of our youth
raised funds and started preparing food for the needy. Here I
would like to recount an example of Kailasapuram St. Claret
Youth group for the wonderful service they are rendering. Every
day they are going and distributing this food to different parts of
the city. Though it is a tiny parish of the city, but the magnitude
of work done by them, risking their pesonal health in a COVID
situation, is much appreciable. Daily they prepare 150 packets
of food and distribute to the poor families. Along with that, they
also distributed grocery items for poor families in their parish
area from the funds they managed to collect.

4. Formation of Covid Cells in Each Parish: When we
communicated the idea of forming the Covid Cells in each parish
and help the people in need, the youth and Legion of Mary groups
came forward to do so. Special thanks to Jesus Youth who
established first covid cell in Visakhapatnam in collaboration with
city youth. Fr. Harry Assistant parish priest of Gajuwaka took
special care in putting up covid cell in his parish and others are
following. The Primary duty of the Covid Cell is to;

1. Identify the Covid patients in their parish

2. Make sure that they get proper care

3. Enquiring about the vacancy of beds, hospitals, ventilators
and informing to the patients so that they can have access.

4. Enquiring about their health conditions and monitoring their
medication.
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5. Providing things and food and leaving at their doorsteps so
that they need not go out to get them.

6. More importantly, praying for them with dedication and
intensity as per God's will until they get cured.

5. The Parish-based Home Care Model: Responding to the letter
from CBCI, Office for the Health Care, to assist the Covid-19
positive cases at their homes, we have decided to give the 20
kits the Archdiocese is sponsoring - five kits each to four parishes
i.e., Gajuwaka, Butchirajupalem, Maharanipeta and
Madhurawada. Each kit contains  1. One Pulse Oximeter 2.
One Thermometer and 3.Two kinds of Vitamin tablets for ten
days for each patient. It is a pilot project of the CBCI Office for
the Health Care.

To make things more clear about utilising the kits;
1. The kits are to be given to the patients (poor) who are tested

Covid-19 positive and are in home isolation.
2. It is only a voluntary free service and only a primary service like

first aid to monitor the patient/s in their houses.
3. The Nurse/nurses who are supervising should monitor the

oxygen levels and temperature levels at regular intervals for a
period of time (three/five/seven days).

4. The Doctor who volunteers to help will monitor these patients
to check the health status of the given patient and advice them
accordingly for the follow up.

5. If the case is serious and needs further checkup, the patient or
the family should take the responsibility.

Sustainability: The Parish-based Home Care Model could be
further extended with the help of more recourse. We have asked
the Parish priests to sponsor or get sponsors for their parish to
buy the kits worth 1200/- it is the easy way to help the families
with Covid positive cases in the beginning stages. We can save
life, save expenses, and relieve of the stress the situation for
the family. Rs.1200 hundred per kit is not a very big amount
and there will be people generous to help to provide one or two
or three or four kits for the needy ones in the parish.

6. Conducting Rosary Prayer Services: The Catechism
Teachers have taken initiative to conduct zoom Rosary Service
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to the children of the parish. Even the youth are co-operating.
Here I would like to give a fitting example of Madhurawada
Parish, every day they are conducting the Rosary Service for
the youth and catechism children for the Covid patients. And
they also make frequent calls to the patients and ask their health
condition and assure their prayers to them. There are parishes
too doing the same.

7. Conducting of Adoration: On May 7th, we have conducted
Adoration for the Covid patients in the Archbishop's House. The
Archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash Presided over
and conducted the Adoration. The Archbishop's community
gathered around the Eucharistic Lord and pleaded for the
healing of the Covid Patients.

8. Catholic Nurses Guild Visakhapatnam: I cannot forget the
services rendered by Catholic Nurses Guild of Visakhapatnam.
Even though they are very busy in their respective hospitals
rendering services almost 24/7, they have not stopped helping
us whenever we request them. Most of them working in
Government hospitals are giving useful information regarding
the availability of the beds and condition of the patients. I salute
them whole-heartedly for their stupendous service. It is easier
when we have some one in the hospital to cater better services
and these are the angels of hope we have in every hospital.
Besides many of them give us updates about some of our people
who have joined those respective hospitals.

9. You Tube Services: Visakhavani YouTube Channel is the
official YouTube channel of the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam.
The Channel has been of great service especially during this
COVID 19 time. Timely posting of useful videos, Messages of
the Most Rev Archbishop Mallavarapu Prakash assuring his
prayers  and other priests giving useful tips and God's word has
healed many people. Live telecast of the funeral masses and
burials of priests and sisters makes faithful pay homage at least
virtually and pray for such dedicated and spiritual souls. Many
people across the country watch these YouTube live streaming
events especially the family and beneficiaries who cannot come
during these troubled times. The services of VISAKHAVANI have
received appreciation from many quarters.
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10. Online Covid Care (CoviSeva): I am really thankful to Rev.
Fr. R.P.V. Prasad whose initiation and plan to bring to team up
a group of Doctors whom he knew personally including his own
sister who is a doctor in USA and make Online Covid Care. We
have started treating some of the crucial cases and giving timely
advice and monitoring them. Any question that patient is having
is clarified by this generous doctors who are rending a free but
genuine service. They also monitor the medicine, diet and follow
up etc.  for each patient as they create a Whatsapp group with
all the Doctors of the wing and monitor the patient until he/she
is completely alright.

11. Small Family Outreach initiatives: The Pastoral Centre has
inspired and motivated some families (who remain anonymous)
to reach out in their own small yet significant ways. Some
families have even contributed to financially supporting young
girls education, medical expenses for many young girls' families,
food needs of families, providing psychological counseling,
providing funds for oximeters, medicines of many needy
families, praying 24/7 to Jesus the Mighty Healer and Saviour
for blessings and graces.

The Pastoral Centre is continuing reaching out through its various
arms like the Legion of Mary, Jesus Youth, and Volunteers in
Parishes and other beneficiaries in various visible and invisible ways
all the time supporting the needy in prayer. May God pour His spirit
on this platform to work more wonders and miracles in His name.
Amen.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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Hearty Condolences

Fr. Vuddavolu Vijaya Prasad
(Archbishop’s words at the funeral Mass, 13th May, 2021)

Dear Rev. Fathers, Rev. Brothers and Rev. Sisters, dear family
members of our beloved Fr. V.V. Prasad, and dear faithful, we are
here this morning to commend Fr. V.V. Prasad into the hands of
the Lord and pray for his eternal peace and rest in the Lord! The
Lord who is the author of life and death has called Fr. V.V. Prasad
to finish his life mission on earth and to come to his eternal abode.
During his life of seventy one years the Lord accompanied Fr.
Prasad, blessing him richly with many gifts, sustaining and
protecting him, and bestowing blessings on others in the Church
and outside the Church. Though we are still recovering from the
shock of his sudden death, we should lift up our hearts in thanking
and praising the Trinitarian God, the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit. Thank and praise, I say, because in Fr. V.V. Prasad, the
anointed one, the Lord blessed the Church, the Evangelizing
mission of the Church in the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam and
the diocese of Srikakulam.

He was brought from Badangi as he complained about his
discomfort and asked Fr. Chaprath, our procurator if the vehicle
could be sent from bishop’s house. It was already 6.30 p.m.  Seeing
the risk of dealy, we requsted Fr. Mohan, parish priest of Bobbili,
to try to arrange a vehicle and bring him Visakhapatnam.
Accordingly,  Fr.  V.V. Prasad was brought to St. Joseph’s Hospital
on Tuesday night, 11th May, by about 10:00 p.m. The doctor on
duty, Sr. Suguna and the staff noticed that the saturation was 79
when he arrived and therefore  he was put straight away in ICU
with oxygen support. He had a cup of milk and wanted to eat
something. But, he hardly ate anything. At about 12:30 in the night
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he collapsed and with Cardiac arrest, and died.  Sister said, he did
struggle at all. Swab test results obtained yesterday evening, (May
12th) showed that he had Covid virus infection as well. He was having
temperature and cold for three or four days and was taking medicine
from a local RMP doctor. He is 71 years old.

He was born on14.07.1950, 4th among the five children, tow elder
brothers and elder sister, and young brother; and Ordained On:
23.03.1977.  In the forty four years of his priestly life he served in the
following places: As Assistant: Mandapeta (1977 – 82); Parlakhemundi
(82 – 84).

As Parish Priest: Vengapuram (84 – 88); Director, Pastoral Centre: (88
- July 95); As Parish Priest: Uttaravalli (July 1995 - June 2000); Bobbili
(June 2000 - June 2005); Seethammadhara (June 2005 - August 2009);
Mangalapalem (August 2009 - May 2014); Muralinagar (May 2014 - May
2019); at present in Badangi  since May 2019.

In and through his priestly life and ministry the Lord sustained
the People of God in their life of faith and brought new souls to
Christ our Saviour. Known for his ministry of preaching the Word of
God, enthusiastic and unstoppable, Fr. V.V. Prasad will be
remembered for his lively and long sessions of preaching and
teaching the faithful with his sermons.  During nine years of my
knowledge and experience of his person, he has been an
enthusiastic and ever creative to cater to promote the devout life of
the faithful entrusted to his care. In the last couple of years he had
slowed down due to his health issues and had heart surgery as
well. But, he has shown the same commitment and enthusiasm
towards his pastoral responsibilities. He had his mark in the places
he served, I know this for certain from what he did in Koduru in the
initial stages of developing the shrine of Kodurumatha,, in creating
additional facilit ies to the mandapam at the entrance of
Mangalapalem village, instrumental in the construction of the new
Church in Muralinagar, and I am sure there are many more like
these for which the Lord utilized him as his instrument.  Like any
one of us Fr. Prasad had his limitations and imperfections. Today
we commend him into the hands of the Merciful Lord, praying for
his eternal rest!

Our heartfelt condolences and prayers for all the family members!
May the Lord of mercy comfort and console them in this time of
sadness and sorrow!
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Dear Fr. V.V.Prasad, we bid you farewell this morning. We will
cherish memories of the person that you are. We appreciate the
love and affection we received from you. We thank you on behalf
of the people whom served during your 44 years of your priestly
ministry. We earnestly pray that the Lord welcomes you into heaven!
Our prayer this morning and this Holy Sacrifice are for your eternal
rest! May you rest in peace!

+ Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

Offerings Recceived in March and April 2021
S.No      Name of the Parish\Institution\Laity  Amount

1. St. Joseph's Church, Waltair R.S. 5,000
2. Unkown 5,000
3. St. Ann's Convent, Mangalapalem 5,000
4. Unkown 10,000
5. Arogyamatha Church, Hamsavaram 5,000
6. Divine Marcy Church, Ramachandrapuram 5,000
7. Saluru–II 5,000
8. St. Ann's Co-Cathedral Parish 5,000
9. Rajahmandry 10,000
10. Siluvagiri, Vengapuram 5,000
11. Unkown Ear-Rings
12. St. Joseph's Church, Bobbili 10,000
13. Madugula Parish 5,000
14. Arogyamatha Church, Venkojipalem 5,500
15. Koduru Mariamatha Church, Koduru 5,000
16. Unkown 10,000
17. St. Joseph's Church, S.Kota 5,000
18. Infant Jesus Church, Seethammadhara 10,000
19. St. Peter's Cathedral, Gnanapuram 5,000
20. St. Joseph's RCM Church, Bobbili 5,000
21. Yanam Parish 10,000

TOTAL 1,30,500
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SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS

POPE FRANCIS

“When the Paraclete comes, whom I will send
to you from the Father…” (Jn 15:26). With these
words, Jesus promises to send his disciples the

Holy Spirit, the ultimate gift, the gift of gifts. He uses an unusual
and mysterious word to describe the Spirit: Paraclete. Today let us
reflect on this word, which is not easy to translate, for it has a number
of meanings. Essentially, it means two things: Comforter and
Advocate.

The Paraclete is the Comforter. All of us, particularly at times of
difficulty like those we are presently experiencing due to the
pandemic, look for consolation. Often, though, we turn only to
earthly comforts, ephemeral comforts that quickly fade. Today,
Jesus offers us heavenly comfort, the Holy Spirit, who is “of
comforters the best” (Sequence). What is the difference? The
comforts of the world are like a pain reliever: they can give
momentary relief, but not cure the illness we carry deep within.
They can soothe us, but not heal us at the core. They work on the
surface, on the level of the senses, but hardly touch our hearts.
Only someone who makes us feel loved for who we are can give
peace to our hearts. The Holy Spirit, the love of God, does precisely
that. He comes down within us; as the Spirit, he acts in our spirit.
He comes down “within the heart”, as “the soul’s most welcome
guest” (ibid). He is the very love of God, who does not abandon us;
for being present to those who are alone is itself a source of comfort.

Dear sister, dear brother, if you feel the darkness of solitude, if you
feel that an obstacle within you blocks the way to hope, if your
heart has a festering wound, if you can see no way out, then open
your heart to the Holy Spirit. Saint Bonaventure tells us that, “where
the trials are greater, he brings greater comfort, not like the world,
which comforts and flatters us when things go well, but derides
and condemns us when they do not” (Homily in the Octave of the
Ascension). That is what the world does, that is especially what
the hostile spirit, the devil, does. First, he flatters us and makes us
feel invincible (for the blandishments of the devil feed our vanity);
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then he flings us down and makes us feel that we are failures. He
toys with us. He does everything to cast us down, whereas the
Spirit of the risen Lord wants to raise us up. Look at the apostles:
they were alone that morning, alone and bewildered, cowering
behind closed doors, living in fear and overwhelmed by their
weaknesses, failings and their sins, for they had denied Christ.
The years they had spent with Jesus had not changed them: they
were no different than they had been. Then, they received the
Spirit and everything changed: the problems and failings remained,
yet they were no longer afraid of them, nor of any who would be
hostile to them. They sensed comfort within and they wanted to
overflow with the comfort of God. Before, they were fearful; now
their only fear was that of not testifying to the love they had received.
Jesus had foretold this: “[The Spirit] will testify on my behalf; you
also are to testify” (Jn 15:26-27).

Let us go another step. We too are called to testify in the Holy
Spirit, to become paracletes, comforters. The Spirit is asking us to
embody the comfort he brings. How can we do this? Not by making
great speeches, but by drawing near to others. Not with trite words,
but with prayer and closeness. Let us remember that closeness,
compassion and tenderness are God’s “trademark”, always. The
Paraclete is telling the Church that today is the time for comforting.
It is more the time for joyfully proclaiming the Gospel than for
combatting paganism. It is the time for bringing the joy of the Risen
Lord, not for lamenting the drama of secularization. It is the time
for pouring out love upon the world, yet not embracing worldliness.
It is more the time for testifying to mercy, than for inculcating rules
and regulations. It is the time of the Paraclete! It is the time of
freedom of heart, in the Paraclete.

The Paraclete is also the Advocate. In Jesus’ day, advocates did
not do what they do today: rather than speaking in the place of
defendants, they simply stood next to them and suggested
arguments they could use in their own defence. That is what the
Paraclete does, for he is “the spirit of truth” (v. 26). He does not
take our place, but defends us from the deceits of evil by inspiring
thoughts and feelings. He does so discreetly, without forcing us:
he proposes but does not impose. The spirit of deceit, the evil
one, does the opposite: he tries to force us; he wants to make us
think that we must always yield to the allure and the promptings of
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vice. Let us try to accept three suggestions that are typical of the
Paraclete, our Advocate. They are three fundamental antidotes to
three temptations that today are so widespread.

The first advice offered by the Holy Spirit is, “Live in the present”.
The present, not the past or the future. The Paraclete affirms the
primacy of today, against the temptation to let ourselves be
paralyzed by rancour or memories of the past, or by uncertainty or
fear about the future. The Spirit reminds us of the grace of the
present moment. There is no better time for us: now, here and
now, is the one and only time to do good, to make our life a gift.
Let us live in the present!

The Spirit also tells us, “Look to the whole”. The whole, not the
part. The Spirit does not mould isolated individuals, but shapes us
into a Church in the wide variety of our charisms, into a unity that
is never uniformity. The Paraclete affirms the primacy of the whole.
There, in the whole, in the community, the Spirit prefers to work
and to bring newness. Let us look at the apostles. They were all
quite different. They included, for example, Matthew, a tax collector
who collaborated with the Romans, and Simon called the zealot,
who fought them. They had contrary political ideas, different visions
of the world. Yet once they received the Spirit, they learned to give
primacy not to their human viewpoints but to the “whole” that is
God’s plan. Today, if we listen to the Spirit, we will not be concerned
with conservatives and progressives, traditionalists and innovators,
right and left. When those become our criteria, then the Church
has forgotten the Spirit. The Paraclete impels us to unity, to
concord, to the harmony of diversity. He makes us see ourselves
as parts of the same body, brothers and sisters of one another.
Let us look to the whole! The enemy wants diversity to become
opposition and so he makes them become ideologies. Say no to
ideologies, yes to the whole.

The third advice of the Spirit is, “Put God before yourself”. This is
the decisive step in the spiritual life, which is not the sum of our
own merits and achievements, but a humble openness to God.
The Spirit affirms the primacy of grace. Only by emptying ourselves,
do we leave room for the Lord; only by giving ourselves to him, do
we find ourselves; only by becoming poor in spirit, do we become
rich in the Holy Spirit. This is also true of the Church. We save no
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one, not even ourselves, by our own efforts. If we give priority to
our own projects, our structures, our plans for reform, we will be
concerned only about effectiveness, efficiency, we will think only
in horizontal terms and, as a result, we will bear no fruit. An “-ism”
is an ideology that divides and separates. The Church is human,
but it is not merely a human organization, it is the temple of the
Holy Spirit. Jesus brought the fire of the Spirit to the earth and the
Church is reformed by the anointing of grace, the gratuity of the
anointing of grace, the power of prayer, the joy of mission and the
disarming beauty of poverty. Let us put God in first place!

Holy Spirit, Paraclete Spirit, comfort our hearts. Make us
missionaries of your comfort, paracletes of your mercy before the
world. Our Advocate, sweet counsellor of the soul, make us
witnesses of the “today” of God, prophets of unity for the Church
and humanity, and apostles grounded in your grace, which creates
and renews all things. Amen.

POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL  AUDIENCE

Wednesday, 5 May 2021

Catechesis on prayer: 32. Contemplative Prayer
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Good morning!

Let us continue the catechesis on prayer and in this catechesis, I
would like to reflect on contemplative prayer.

The contemplative dimension of the human being — which is not
yet contemplative prayer — is a bit like the “salt” of life: it gives
flavour, it seasons our day. We can contemplate by gazing at the
sun that rises in the morning, or at the trees that deck themselves
out in spring green; we can contemplate by listening to music or to
the sounds of the birds, reading a book, gazing at a work of art or at
that masterpiece that is the human face…. When Carlo Maria Martini
was sent to be Bishop of Milan, he entitled his first Pastoral Letter The
contemplative dimension of life: the truth is that those who live in a
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large city, where everything — we might say — is artificial and where
everything is functional, risk losing the capacity to contemplate. First
of all to contemplate is not a way of doing, but a way of being. To be
contemplative.

And being contemplative does not depend on the eyes, but on the
heart. And here prayer enters into play as an act of faith and love, as
the “breath” of our relationship with God. Prayer purifies the heart
and, with it, it also sharpens our gaze, allowing it to grasp reality
from another point of view. The Catechism describes this
transformation of the heart, which prayer effects, by citing a famous
testimony of the Holy Curé of Ars who said this: “Contemplation is
a gaze of faith, fixed on Jesus. ‘I look at him and he looks at me’:
this is what a certain peasant of Ars  in the time of his holy curé used
to say while praying before the tabernacle.... The light of the
countenance of Jesus illumines the eyes of our heart and teaches
us to see everything in the light of his truth and his compassion for
all men” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2715). Everything comes
from this: from a heart that feels that it is looked on with love. Then
reality is contemplated with different eyes.

“I look at him and he looks at me!”. It is like this: loving contemplation,
typical of the most intimate prayer, does not need many words. A
gaze is enough. It is enough to be convinced that our life is surrounded
by an immense and faithful love that nothing can ever separate us
from.

Jesus was a master of this gaze. His life never lacked the time,
space, silence, the loving communion that allows one’s existence
not to be devastated by the inevitable trials, but to maintain beauty
intact. His secret was his relationship with his heavenly Father.

Let us think about the Transfiguration. The Gospels place this episode
at the critical point of Jesus’ mission when opposition and rejection
were mounting all around him. Even among his disciples, many did
not understand him and left him; one of the Twelve harboured
traitorous thoughts. Jesus began to speak openly of the suffering
and death that awaited him in Jerusalem. It is in this context that
Jesus climbs up a high mountain with Peter, James and John. The
Gospel of Mark says: “He was transfigured before them, and his
garments became glistening, intensely white, as no fuller on earth
could bleach them” (9:2-3). Right at the moment in which Jesus is
not understood — they were going away, they were leaving him alone
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because they did not understand him — in this moment that he is
misunderstood, just when everything seems to become blurred in a
whirlwind of misunderstanding, that is where a divine light shines. It
is the light of the Father’s love that fills the Son’s heart and
transfigures his entire Person.

Some spiritual masters of the past understood contemplation as
opposed to action, and exalted those vocations that flee from the
world and its problems to dedicate themselves entirely to prayer. In
reality, in Jesus Christ, in his person and in the Gospel, there is no
opposition between contemplation and action. No. In the Gospel
and in Jesus there is no contradiction. This may have come from
the influence of some Neoplatonic philosopher but it surely has to
do with a dualism that is not part of the Christian message.

There is only one great call in the Gospel, and it is that of following
Jesus on the way of love. This is the summit and it is the centre of
everything. In this sense, charity and contemplation are synonymous;
they say the same thing. Saint John of the Cross believed that a
small act of pure love is more useful to the Church than all the other
works combined. What is born of prayer and not from the presumption
of our ego, what is purified by humility, even if it is a hidden and
silent act of love, is the greatest miracle that a Christian can perform.
And this is the path of contemplative prayer: I look at him and he
looks at me. This act of love in silent dialogue with Jesus does so
much good for the Church.

________________

Wednesday, 12 May 2021

Catechesis on prayer: 33. The Struggle of Prayer

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Good morning!

I am happy to resume this face-to-face meeting, because I will tell
you something: it is not nice to speak in front of nothing, to a video
camera. It is not nice. And now, after many months, thanks to the
courage of Msgr Sapienza, who said, “No, let’s do it there”, we are
gathered here again. Msgr Sapienza is good! And finding people,
finding you here, each one of you with your own story, people who
come from all over, from Italy, from the United States, from Colombia,
then that little football team of four Swiss brothers, I think … who
are over there … four. The little sister is missing, I hope she arrives….
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And seeing each one of you pleases me, as we are all brothers and
sisters in the Lord, and looking at each other helps us to pray for
one another. Also the people who are far away but always make
themselves close to us. The ever-present Sister Geneviève who
comes from Lunapark, people who work…. There are so many, and
they are all here. Thank you for your presence and your visit. Take
the Pope’s message to everyone. The Pope’s message is that I
pray for everyone, and I ask you to pray for me, united in prayer.

And speaking of prayer, Christian prayer, like all Christian life, is
not a “walk in the park”. None of the great people of prayer that we
meet in the Bible and in the history of the Church found prayer
“comfortable”. Yes, one can pray like a parrot — blah, blah, blah,
blah, blah — but this is not prayer. Prayer certainly gives great peace,
but through inner struggle, sometimes difficult, which can accompany
even long periods of life. Praying is not something easy, and this is
why we flee from it. Every time we want to pray, we are immediately
reminded of many other activities, which at that moment seem more
important and more urgent. This happens to me too: I go to pray a
little … and no, I must do this and that…. We flee from prayer; I
don’t know why, but that is how it is. Almost always, after putting off
prayer, we realize that those things were not essential at all, and
that we may have wasted time. This is how the Enemy deceives us.

All Godly men and women report not only the joy of prayer, but also
the tediousness and fatigue it can bring: at times it is a difficult
struggle to keep to the time and ways of praying. Some saints
continued it for years without finding any satisfaction in it, without
perceiving its usefulness. Silence, prayer and concentration are
difficult exercises, and sometimes human nature rebels. We would
rather be anywhere else in the world, but not there, in that church
pew, praying. Those who want to pray must remember that faith is
not easy, and sometimes it moves forward in almost total darkness,
without points of reference. There are moments in the life of faith
that are dark, and therefore some saints call this “the dark night”,
because we hear nothing. But I continue to pray.

The Catechism lists a long series of enemies of prayer, those that
make it difficult to pray, that put us in difficulty (cf. nn. 2726-2728).
Some doubt that prayer can truly reach the Almighty: why does
God remain silent? If God is Almighty, he could say a couple of
words and end the matter. Faced with the elusiveness of the divine,
others suspect that prayer is merely a psychological operation;
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something that may be useful, but is neither true nor necessary: and
one could even be a practitioner without being a believer; and so
on, many explanations.

However, the worst enemies of prayer are found within us.
The Catechism describes them in this way: “Discouragement during
periods of dryness; sadness that, because we have ‘great
possessions’, we have not given all to the Lord; disappointment over
not being heard according to our own will; wounded pride, stiffened
by the indignity that is ours as sinners; our resistance to the idea
that prayer is a free and unmerited gift” (2728). This is clearly a
summary list that could be lengthened.

What should be done in the time of temptation, when everything
seems to waver? If we look at the history of spirituality, we
immediately see that the masters of the soul were very clear about
the situation we have described. To overcome it, each of them offered
some contribution: a word of wisdom, or a suggestion for facing
moments fraught with difficulty. It is not a question of systematically
developed theories, no, but of advice born of experience, which shows
the importance of resisting and persevering in prayer.

It would be interesting to review at least some of these pieces of
advice, because each one deserves to be explored further. For
example, the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius of Loyola is a short
book of great wisdom that teaches how to put one’s life in order. It
makes us understand that the Christian vocation is militancy, it is the
decision to stand under the banner of Jesus Christ and not under that
of the devil, trying to do good even when it becomes difficult.

In times of trial, it is good to remember that we are not alone, that
someone is at our side, watching over and protecting us. Saint
Anthony the Abbot, the founder of Christian monasticism, also faced
terrible times in Egypt, when prayer became a difficult struggle. His
biographer, Saint Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, recounts one of
the worst episodes in the life of the hermit saint when he was about
35, a time of middle age that for many people involves a crisis.
Anthony was disturbed by the ordeal, but he resisted. When calm
finally returned, he turned to his Lord with an almost reproachful
tone: “But Lord, where were you? Why did you not come immediately
to put an end to my suffering?” And Jesus answered: “Anthony, I
was there. But I was waiting to see you fight” (Life of Anthony, 10).
Fighting in prayer. And very often, prayer is combat. I am reminded
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of something I experienced close up, when I was in the other diocese.
There was a married couple with a nine-year-old daughter, with an
illness that the doctors were unable to diagnose. And in the end, in
hospital, the doctor said to the mother: “Madam, call your husband”.
And the husband was at work; they were labourers, they worked
every day. And he told the father: “The child will not survive the
night. There is an infection; there is nothing we can do”. Perhaps
that man did not attend Mass every Sunday, but he had great faith.
He left, weeping; he left his wife there with the little girl in the hospital,
he took the train and he travelled seventy kilometres towards the
Basilica of Our Lady of Luján, Patroness of Argentina. And there —
the Basilica was already closed, it was almost ten o’clock at night,
in the evening — he clung to the grates of the Basilica and spent all
night praying to Our Lady, fighting for his daughter’s health. This is
not a figment of the imagination: I saw him! I saw him myself. That
man there, fighting. At the end, at six o’clock in the morning, the
church opened, and he entered to salute Our Lady: all night “fighting”,
and then he returned home. When he arrived he looked for his wife
but could not find her. And he thought: “She has left us. No, Our
Lady cannot do this to me”. Then he found her, smiling as she said:
“I don’t know what happened. The doctors said that something
changed, and now she is cured”. That man, fighting with prayer,
received the grace of Our Lady. Our Lady listened to him. And I saw
this: prayer works miracles, because prayer goes directly to the heart
of the tenderness of God, who loves  us like a father. And when he
does not grant us a grace, he will grant us another that in time we
will see. But always, it is necessary to battle in prayer to ask for
grace. Yes, at times we ask for a grace we do not need, but we ask
for it without truly wanting it, without fighting. But serious things are
not asked for this way. Prayer is combat, and the Lord is always with
us.

Jesus is always with us: If in a moment of blindness we cannot perceive
his presence, we will succeed in the future. We will also end up
repeating the same sentence that the patriarch Jacob said one day:
“Surely the Lord is in this place; and I did not know it” (Gen 28:16). At
the end of our life, looking back, we too will be able to say: “I thought
I was alone, but I was not: Jesus was with me”. We will all be able to
say this.

________________
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Wednesday, 19 May 2021

Catechesis on prayer: 34. Distractions, time of barrenness, sloth

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Good morning!

Continuing along the same lines of the Catechism, in this catechesis
we refer to the lived experience of prayer, trying to show some very
common difficulties, which must be identified and overcome. Praying
is not easy: many difficulties present themselves in prayer. It is
necessary to know them, recognize them and overcome them.

The first problem that emerges to those who pray is distraction (cf.
CCC, 2729). You start to pray and then your mind wanders, it wanders
all over the world; your heart is here, your mind is there … distraction
from prayer. Prayer often co-exists with distraction. Indeed, the human
mind struggles to dwell for long on a single thought. We all experience
this constant whirlwind of images and illusions in perpetual motion,
which accompanies us even during sleep. And we all know that it is
not good to follow this inclination towards disorder.

The battle to achieve and maintain concentration does not relate
only to prayer. If one does not attain a sufficient level of concentration,
one cannot study profitably, nor can one work well. Athletes know
that contests are not won solely through physical training, but also
with mental discipline: above all, with the capacity to concentrate
and to remain focused.

Distractions are not to blame, but they must be fought. In the heritage
of our faith there is a virtue that is often forgotten, but which is quite
present in the Gospel. It is called "vigilance". And Jesus said, "Keep
vigil. Pray". The Catechism mentions it explicitly in its instruction on
prayer (cf. no. 2730). Jesus often calls the disciples to the duty of a
sober life, guided by the thought that sooner or later He will return,
like a bridegroom from a wedding or a master from a journey. Not
knowing the day and hour of his return, however, all the minutes of
our lives are precious and should not be wasted on distractions. In a
moment that we do not know, the voice of our Lord will resound: on
that day, blessed will be those servants whom he will find diligent,
still focused on what really matters. They did not stray in pursuit of
every attraction that entered their minds, but tried to walk the right
path, doing good and performing their own task.
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This is distraction: the imagination wanders, it wanders and
wanders…. Saint Teresa used to call this imagination that wanders
and wanders in prayer "the madwoman in the house"; it is like a
madwoman that leads you to wander here and there … We must
stop it and put it in a cage, with attention.

The time of barrenness warrants a different discourse. The Catechism
describes it this way: "the heart is separated from God, with no taste
for thoughts, memories, and feelings, even spiritual ones. This is
the moment of sheer faith clinging faithfully to Jesus in his agony
and in his tomb" (n. 2731). Barrenness makes us think of Good
Friday, at night, and Holy Saturday, the whole day: Jesus is not there,
he is in the tomb; Jesus is dead: we are alone. And this is the "mother-
thought" of barrenness. Often we do not know what the reasons for
barrenness are: it may depend on ourselves, but also on God, who
permits certain situations in the exterior or interior life. Or, at times,
it may be a headache or a sick feeling that stops us from entering
into prayer. Often we do not really know the reason. Spiritual teachers
describe the experience of faith as a continuous alternation between
times of consolation and desolation; there are times when everything
is easy, while others are marked by great weightiness. Very often,
when we encounter a friend, we say, "How are you?" - "Today I am
down". Very often we are "down", or rather, we don't have feelings,
we don't have consolation, we can't do it. They are those grey days
… and there are so many of them in life! But the danger is having a
grey heart: when this "feeling down" reaches the heart and sickens
it … and there are people who live with a grey heart. This is terrible:
one cannot pray, one cannot feel consolation with a grey heart! Or,
one cannot emerge from spiritual barrenness with a grey heart. The
heart must be open and luminous, so that the light of the Lord can
enter. And if it does not enter, we need to wait for it, with hope. But
do not close it up in greyness.

Then, a different thing is sloth, another flaw, another vice, which is a
real temptation against prayer and, more generally, against the
Christian life. Sloth is "a form of depression due to lax ascetical
practice, decreasing vigilance, carelessness of heart" (CCC, 2733).
It is one of the seven "deadly sins" because, fuelled by conceit, it
can lead to the death of the soul.

So what can we do in this succession of enthusiasms and
discouragements? One must learn to always walk. True progress in
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spiritual life does not consist in multiplying ecstasies, but in being
able to persevere in difficult times: walk, walk, walk on…. and if you
are tired, stop a bit and then start walking again. But with
perseverance. Let us remember Saint Francis' parable on perfect
joy: it is not in the infinite fortunes rained down from Heaven that a
friar's skill is measured, but in walking with consistency, even when
one is not acknowledged, even when one is mistreated, even when
everything has lost its initial flavour. All the saints have passed
through this "dark valley", and let us not be scandalized if, in reading
their diaries, we find accounts of evenings of listless prayer, lived
without enthusiasm. We must learn to say: "Even though You, my
God, seem to be doing everything to make me stop believing in
You, I still continue to pray to You". Believers never shut off prayer!
It may sometimes resemble the prayer of Job, who does not accept
that God treats him unjustly, protests and calls him to judgment.
But, very often, even protesting before God is a way of praying or,
as that little old lady said, "getting angry with God is a way to pray
too", because a son often gets angry with his father: it is a way of
relating to the father; since he recognizes him as "father", he gets
angry….

And we too, who are far less holy and patient than Job, know that in
the end, at the end of this time of desolation, during which we have
raised silent cries to Heaven and many times have asked "why?",
God will answer us. Do not forget the prayer that asks "why?". It is
the prayer of children when they begin not to understand things,
which psychologists call "the why stage", because the child asks his
father, "Daddy, why? Daddy, why? Daddy, why?" But let us be careful:
the child does not listen to his father's answer. The father starts to
reply, but the child interrupts with another "why?". He simply wants
to draw his father's attention to himself; and when we get a little
angry with God and start asking why?, we are attracting our Father's
heart towards our misery, towards our difficulty, towards our life. But
yes, have the courage to say to God: "But why?". Because at times,
getting a little angry is good for you, because it reawakens that son-
father, daughter-father relationship we must have with God. And he
will accept even our harshest and bitterest expressions with a father's
love, and will consider them as an act of faith, as a prayer.

________________
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Fr. David Raju Madugula

Fr. Lourdaiah Marneni

Fr. Peter Sebastian Palakunnel

Fr. Peter Senapathi

Fr. Chinnappa Kothapalli

Fr. Simhadri Peter

Fr. Morsa Rayappa

1

6

7

8

10

10

13

13

15

18
21
24

24

26

29

29

29

Birthday

Birthday

Birthday

Ordination Day

Ordination Day

Birthday

Feast Day

Ordination Day

Birthday

Birthday

Birthday

Feast Day

Ordination Day

Birthday

Feast Day

Feast Day

Feast Day

Hearty Congratulations &
Many Happy Returns of the Day

To you, Dear Fathers
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NECHROLOGY
“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

02-06-1906 Fr. Maurice HertierDomenge msfs, 79 years, died at Vizag
03 -06-1925 Fr. Joseph Ray msfs, 37 years, died at Visakhapatam
04-06-2012 Fr. Jacob Pathupallil msfs, 85 years, died at Vizag
05-06-1954 Fr. Joseph Degeneve msfs, 78 years, died at Visakhapatnam
06-06-1903 Mgr. Jean Marie Crochet msfs, 59 years died at Jabalpur

(He was in Visakhapatnamtill 1886)
09-06-1889 Fr. Francis Neyroud msfs, 36 years, died at Visakhapatnam
14-06-1931 Fr. Alphonse Voisin msfs, 68 years, died at Visakhapatnam
14-06-1949 Fr. Joseph Quibler msfs, 63 years, died at Bheemunipatnam
14-06-2014 Fr. Paul Iyramana msfs, 89 years, died at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Vizag
17-06-1887 Fr. Jean Marie Dupont msfs, 70 years, died at Surada, Orissa
17-06-1894 Fr. Louis Duperrier msfs, 26 years, died at Visakhapatnam
18-06-1926 Mgr. Jean Marie Clerc msfs, 80 years

(Bishop of Vizag from 1891) died at Visakhapatnam
21 -06-1861 Bro. Sulpice Fontanel msfs, 41 years, died at Samalkota
23-06-1879 Fr. Jean Francois Balmand msfs, 53 years, died at Kamptee
25-06-1911 Fr. Pierre Payraud msfs, 66 years, died at Salur
26-06-1901 Bro. Charles Gaillard msfs, 77 years, died at Kamptee
27 -06-1874 Bro. Dominique Assier msfs, 47 years, died at Visakhapatnam
27-06-2000 Bro. Gopu Showry Reddy msfs, 82 years, died at Nidadadavolu.

*******
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