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The Pastor Speaks …..
Truth of the matter is…. !

Our Lord clearly proclaimed that He is the Way,
the Truth, and the Life. He is the Way and He
shows us the way for our life journey. He is the
Truth and His words reveal and proclaim the truth
so that we accept and live in (and by) truth. He promises that
"truth will set us free!" He invites everyone to come to him promising
"life" and life that leads to "eternal life!" Since truth is crucial for
living our life in freedom and joy, and to live authentically, it is
good to reflect on the theme, "truth." Our Lord assures each one
of us saying, "Truth will set you free!" More important is to ask like
Pilate, "What is truth?"

1. Two questions about Truth: In the normal everyday life, all
of us live and function in a certain way. Though not articulated
verbally, behind our way of living and functioning there is a certain
understanding of life and all the life-related realities. We get on
with life and do not usually explicitly ask or raise the questions
that are more philosophical or theological, like, "What is truth?" or
"what is the actual truth?" or "Why are you doing what you are
doing?" Only when some discussions arise or when someone
seeks to know or understand us, we try to respond or raise such
questions. But, for one's self-awareness and for explaining oneself
so that others understand us, it is good to reflect and verbally
articulate our answers to such questions. Even the most simple
persons among us or those who are seen as uneducated or
illiterate will certainly have answers, perhaps simple but could be
profound and convincing answers to the above questions! In the
Bible we have Pontius Pilate asking Our Lord Jesus this question,
"What is truth?" Prior to asking this question during the trial, Pilate
was actually trying to know "the truth about Jesus," popularly known
as "Jesus of Nazareth." The Jews brought Jesus to Pilate accusing
that was claiming to be the "King of the Jews!""You say I am…
But my kingdom is not of this world… I have come into the world,
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to bear witness to the truth. Everyonewho is of the truth will hear
my voice …." (Jn 18:37). Our Lord Jesus wants to lead Pilate to
another level. Pilate was not able to see the deeper meaning of
the words of Our Lord: He was not prepared perhaps. Hence, his
response was, "What is truth?" (jn 18:38).The question was left at
that. The question of the actual truth about Jesus was also left
out. Untruth, in the form of false accusations prevailed leading
to the crucifixion and death of Our Lord. The two questions
are different though very much related and relevant.

2. Knowing the Truth enlightens and accepting the truth
liberates: In our day to day life situations we are confronted with
these questions: The first one is rather generic and it is about
exploration or about the search for truth, about God, creation,
human life, etc. It is the human endeavor to keep exploring and
try to understand truth beyond or behind what is visible, what we
can see, touch, and smell. For the ongoing effort to pursue and
know the truth there is no real end point. The more one comes to
know the truth the more enlightened and transformed one becomes,
by the truth, provided the known truth with its transforming power
is received into one's life. The second question is about the actual
persons, events that happen, relationships one is involved, and
about the verifiable facts of life of a given person or event: "What
really is the truth….?" about the given person, events that
happened, relationships that one is involved, obligations,
duties and responsibilities one has, etc. Accepting and owning
the truth of the given matter can lead to a more genuine and
authentic life, failures not withstanding! The real truth cannot always
be established not so easily by the third party, unless there are
undeniable established evidences for the same! Most often, the
individual person, he or she, alone will know the actual truth about
oneself and can tell what really the truth is. The others will have to
depend on the evidences available and on the facts that can be
verified. Denial of the real truth or refusal to accept until the proof
is shown will only result in postponing the acceptance of the truth.
Knowing and accepting the truth will be liberating of one's inner
self: "Truth will set you free!" Truth known but refused to accept
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will not set a person free. Instead, "slavery" to untruth continues!
One can be so bound by shame one has to face or bound by fear
of losing the immediate benefits or advantages one is enjoying; it
could also be fear of facing the consequences after admitting the
truth or it could be that one is so entrenched in the wrong or sinful
situation that he or she one is unable to see the truth; it could be
that one is afraid and unprepared to change oneself. The best
example for denial or refusal of truth is 'a sick person' who
deliberately refuses to admit or to disclose one's health problems
until he or she is forced to accept. Meanwhile the damage is done
and sometimes, there is no reversal possible!

3. Openness and receptivity to the truth that is being revealed:
We can be stable, strong, and secure in our spiritual life and moral
life, if we are open to God and other persons through whom comes
the revelation of the truth of our life as it is being lived or has to be
lived. Pursuing the truth as an academic and intellectual exercise
is not enough for a quality life. Knowledge of a given subject matter
is different from the knowledge that reveals the truth of our life
and in that way affects our way of life. Of course, a disposition of
openness and receptivity towards what is being revealed as the
Truth and the truth of our life will give a chance for liberation of
oneself from untruth in all its hues and shades, tacit or explicit.
Like the Jews at the time of Jesus, if we are not open and free to
know and face the truth, we will have the danger of living for a
longer period of time in slavery to a way of living that is not truthful,
genuine, and authentic, and therefore, not faithful to what we are
supposed to be! Why did the rich young man in the Gospel not
take the invitation of Our Lord? He could not let go his riches.
Why did Judas Iscariot not come out of his situation after having
been with the Lord Jesus for the same length of time like the other
apostles? He did regret for what he did and wanted to return the
thirty silver coins  But it was too late. And we know how he ends
up, dying by hanging himself! Truth will keep on persuading us.
Yielding to the truth has to be a decision: The younger son of the
"prodigal father" took a long to see the truth and decide to return
to the father's house. Once decided, he gets up and walks back to
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his father's house. It was a proud moment in his life and a decisive
moment that marked a radical change in his life! Certainly, it was
a moment of immense joy to the father, this "son who was lost is
found!"

4. Truthfulness through our faithfulness to what we are
supposed to be (or called to be): There are some fundamental
terms and conditions or expectations implied or attached to our
personal life based on our status, position, identity, relationships
each of us have at a given time or place. As believers in God, a
Trinity of three Persons, our life is seen and lived in relation to this
God. In Biblical terms, it is not only Creator-creature relationship
but it is also "Covenantal Relationship! Covenantal relationship
is a deliberate and mutually accepted relationship: I am your God
and you are my people; you are our God and we are your
people is the declaration!  Faithfulness to this relationship is the
agreement: God to be ever faithful in His love towards His people;
People to be ever faithful to this God by listening and obeying
what commands and instructs. People are supposed to be God's
people and therefore, cannot be and do as they like. They
have to be and do according the "the Covenantal relationship!"

5. What does all this mean in the daily life of a Christian
believer, follower of Christ? It means each one has to strive to
be faithful. Faithfulness means being truthful to what one is
supposed to be and do. The all important and crucial point here
is, does one believe and consciously accept this relationship? If
one does not fully believe or if one starts well with full faith but
gradually stops believing in this covenantal relationship (due to
whatever reasons that might be!), one would stop being faithful to
it, leading to a breakdown of the relationship. Scriptures show us
how repeatedly, the People of Israel, individually and as people
as a whole, break the covenantal relationship by being "unfaithful
to what God commands and instructs!" Truthfulness in one's
thoughts, words and deeds is the way to remain faithful! Being
faithful means to be Truthful to what one is "supposed to be!"
What one is supposed to be and do in relation to God, fellow human
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beings (fellow believers), and the world is further qualified and
amplified by what we are at a given time: a human being with fellow
human beings, a parent, a husband, a wife, a child in a family, a
priest or a consecrated person in the Community of believers, as a
member in the Church, a teacher by profession, a leader entrusted
with particular set of duties and responsibilities, an employee, etc.
With regard to all such things that go with our identity and position,
remaining truthful by being faithful to what we are supposed
"to be and do" is the underlying demand on each one of us!
Instead of saying "to what we have to be faithful, a Christian believer
has to ask saying, "to whom should we be faithful!"

Our Lord Jesus prayed for all of us saying, "Sanctify them in the
truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have
sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself,
that they also may be consecrated in truth" (Jn 17:17-19).

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

NEW DEANS FOR VISAKHAPATNAM
RURAL  AND VIZIANAGARAM

   Dear fathers and sisters
we  are  happy to inform
that Rev. Fr. Bandanadam
Joseph is the newly elected
dean for Vizianagaram,
and  Rev. Fr. Sanaboyina
Showri Babu is the dean for

Visakhapatnam rural. We congratulate them both and extend
our prayerful wishes. We take this occasion to acknowledge
the services of late Rev. Fr. V.V. Prasad who served as the
dean for Vizianagaram for about two years. And acknowledge
the services of Rev. Fr. D. Param Jyothi who served as the
dean for Visakhapatnam rural for about four years.



8

COMMUNICATIONS

1. Clergy Recollection in July will be at the deanery level. May
the respective deans make the necessary arrangements for
the same. We will try to have Diocese level recollection in the
month of August, may be in the second week but subject to
the general situation of the restrictions by the government for
travel and gatherings!

 2. I am not yet accepting programs in the parishes, as it is not
clear about how long the restrictions are going to be there.
May be towards the last week of July I will accept one or two
programs that have been pending. Hope in the month of August
it is possible that we will have a normal situation and I will be
able to come for the programs! Let us meanwhile, keep praying
for liberation from this Covid-19 pandemic, and let us do our
part to prevent the spread of the Coronavirus by following the
general instructions to be safe and help others to be safe: 1)
wear masks; 2) maintain physical distance by avoiding public
places; 3) use sanitizers; 4) taking all the possible home care
measures; and 5) go for tests and to the doctors as soon as
some symptoms of the Covid-19 infection.

 3. With some relaxation of the restrictions of curfew/lockdown, it
is possible to resume the celebration of Holy Mass in the
parishes. But, if the government is giving instructions regarding
the numbers and other precautions to be taken, please comply
with the directions and guidelines that are given. Some priests
are asking if there can be a uniform pattern about having or
not having Holy Mass. Well, the situations are different from
parish to parish, especially in the cities and towns. Restricting
the numbers may become a problem in some main churches.
So, please use your discretion and be in touch with the local
police or civil authorities to do what it is possible. More number
of Masses and instructions to the people of different localities
for different Masses can be one way to control the numbers!
In the rural parishes celebrating Mass in the parish church
and in the villages should be resumed, but if the community in
the given village is big, again see whether it is advisable or not
to have the liturgical celebrations. When the celebrations are
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resumed, have a special Mass for all those who died in the
parish due to the Covid-19 second wave and pray for all their
family members. Having said the above, our concern should
be about what the faithful are missing during this prolonged
period of the Covid-19 pandemic. How to keep in contact with
the people and how to reach out to them to sustain their life of
faith should be the concern of the parish priests and their
associates in the pastoral care of the faithful. We cannot lose
our people! How about the faith formation of the children and
youth in Catholic families? Use of the available communication
media to keep the contact with the faithful in the parish!

 4. Transitions are experienced by both, the clergy and the people
when there are changes, transfers, and appointments. Care
should be taken that transition between the outgoing and the
incoming priests in a given parish or institutions there is
continuity in the pastoral care as well as in the administration
in the parish. If some changes are needed, please take some
time to observe and study the situation, and discretely proceed.
After all, one priest is taking over from another priest and the
concern is how best the parish community is taken care of and
how parish administration is for the stability and peace in the
parish. Even if there are some aspects that are not very much
in order or that are different than what one thinks, one should
see that there is no disturbance, no hurting comments or
remarks! We wish well for all the priests who are in the new
parishes and also wish that the faithful are open and welcoming
towards the incoming newly appointed priests! Community
building is important and it is the main goal!

 5. Due to this pandemic, our schools are affected in the previous
academic year and we are not sure how things are going to be
in the new academic year. Some financial assistance the
diocese was able to get from the schools, over the past few
years has not been possible. Our rental income and first
Sunday contribution from some of the parishes are also
affected for the last three months. Our regular expenses of
maintenance and allowances have to be met as usual.
Therefore, no new works like repairs and renovations can be
financially supported by the diocese of this time. We are finding
it difficult at the moment to respond to the requests for financial
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† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

help for some works in the parishes or institutions. Please take
up only what can be managed with local resources in the parish
and the contribution of the people. So try to understand and
cooperate with the diocesan administration till the situation
improves!

6. This is a fresh reminder to all those parish priests of the
parishes which are included in the list of the units of "the
Vizagapatam Diocesan Corporation Private Ltd" to submit the
accounts for the the financial year 2020-2021, ending on 31st

March 2021. Please cooperate with the Procurators Office at
the earliest possible so that incorporating into Corporation
account for the auditing. Then only we can file well on time to
the Income Tax department. As you know any delay or anyone
account not audited can have consequences for the whole
Corporation. As it is we are asked to apply for renewal of both
the FCRA account and 12A certificate for exemption from
Income Tax. How the new amendments in the present situation
are going to have consequences is a great concern.

7. Minor seminary admissions for candidates who passed
Intermediate or its equivalents and completed degree will be
finalized by the end of July 2021. Parish priests can send the
names by 24th July 2021 of those who come forward aspiring
to be priests for the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam. After the
camp, the selection will be made.

LET  US  PRAY

PRAYER INTENTION :

Social friendship:
We pray that, in social, economic and political situations of
conflict, we may be courageous and passionate architects of
dialogue and friendship.
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Hearty Congratulations to
Newly Ordained PriestsNewly Ordained PriestsNewly Ordained PriestsNewly Ordained PriestsNewly Ordained Priests

Rev. Fr. S. Vimala Raju

Rev. Fr. V. Balaraju Rev. Fr. P. Benjamin

Rev. Fr. K. Prabhakar

Dear Fathers and Sisters,

June 17th 2021 was a great day for the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam. Four of our Archdiocesan Deacons, K. Prabhakar
from Prattipadu Parish, P. Benjamin from Hamsavaram Parish, S.
VimalaRaju from Gangavaram Parish, and V. Balaraju from Salur -
2 Mary Nagar Parish, were  ordained Priests at St. Peter's Cathedral,
Gnanapuram by His Grace Most Rev. Prakash Mallavarapu, on 17th
June.  We extend our heartfelt congratulations and we pray that
God may grant them grace and strength as they begin their Priestly
Ministry.
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PASTORAL CENTRE

News
Important communication to the parish priests

from Pastoral centre:
Dear fathers, I am sure you are aware that Admissions in Minor
Seminary from this year onwards as candidates for our Archdiocese
of Visakhapatnam will be for those who pass Intermediate (plus
two), Polytechnic or ITI or who finish undergraduate Studies (B.A /
B.Sc. / B.Com, etc.). This matter is communicated by our
Archbishop in the June Issue of the News Letter of our Archdiocese
of Visakhapatnam. The candidates should complete and pass in
the final examinations whether it is Intermediate or polytechnic or
degree courses. If the results are awaited, candidates will be
admitted but if the candidates fail in examinations, they will be asked
to discontinue. . 

I request all the Parish priests to make this announcement in your
respective parishes and receive applications from the aspiring
candidates. There will be a camp for the candidates who aspire to
join the seminary as candidates for the priesthood in the Month of
July 2021. Those who are selected and join the minor seminary
after the results of Intermediate are announced. Admitted
candidates will have two years of formation in St. Ann’s Minor
Seminary, Bheemili. Thereafter, the seminarians will go for Major
seminary studies.

Dear fathers, keeping the above in mind, I request you to send the
names of the candidates who are aspiring to become diocesan
priests by the end of July 2021. We will have one camp for the
candidate coming from all the parishes and thereafter, I personally
visit the families of the candidates and with your consent as the
parish priest, we shall accept them.

Please do extend your cooperation for this very important work of
the archdiocese and do the needful. You will be, thus, promoting
vocations to priesthood for our Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam. I
will inform in advance about the date and place of the “vocation
camp”, much in advance!
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Prisoners’ Reintegration and Redemption
PRISON MINISTRY 1st August 2021

SUNDAY

PASTORAL LETTER
Pastoral Letter to be read out either on 1st August 2021
or on any convenient Sunday as decided by the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, 

As we celebrate Prison Ministry Sunday, let us consider prisoners
as our brethren and  do whatever is possible for their integral human
development.  

Every diocese shall have a Prison Ministry India (PMI) unit to look
after the needs of  prisoners, and parish priests shall take special
care to reach out to the lost sheep in  prisons. Consecrated people
have a special responsibility to participate in the release, 
reformation, and reintegration of prisoners. Pious associations and
lay faithful are  cordially invited to take part in the prisoners’
reintegration projects of PMI. For Jesus  came “to proclaim good
news to the poor… to proclaim liberty to the captives and  recovering
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour” (Lk 4: 18-19).  

Prisoner’s Rehabilitation and Reintegration 

Alphi (43) was an inmate of Snehashramam, Kerala a rehabilitation
centre for released  women prisoners of Prison Ministry India. She
was married to Mr Johnson. They  have an eight-year-old child
studying in Standard III. They had neither land nor house  of their
own. PMI bought a small plot of land for them. With the financial
assistance  of the PMI Ruby Jubilee housing project, they completed
the construction of the  house and now live peacefully glorifying
the Lord. Savitha was in high school when  her father was
imprisoned. She had no possibility of continuing her education. PMI 
came to her assistance and now she is completing her M.Com.
Though Gopal  completed his life sentence, he was not released
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from prison as he could not pay the  compensation to the victim.
PMI paid the compensation and now he is released and  leading a
pacifist family life. 

“It is something beautiful, a gift of God, to take care of the people,
men and women  in jail. Let us thank the Lord for his great love to
share the joy of loving,” said Saint Mother Teresa, a Saint of the
Gutters, when she addressed PMI volunteers during the  second
national convention held at Navintha Retreat Centre, Delhi in 1995.
When the  then Chief Minister of West Bengal met Mother Teresa,
he told her about 34 girls in  prison who were arrested from brothel
houses. These young girls with pathetic family  backgrounds had
been forced into prostitution and thrown behind bars. They all were 
picked up by the mother of love and were reformed and reintegrated.
Mother Teresa  witnessed the tremendous change in the life of every
person who was picked up from  the dark cells of prisons. Prison
Ministry India has rehabilitated and reintegrated  thousands of
prisoners and their families from the time of its inception.  

Prisoners’ Redemption 
God came down in our sinfulness! God came down when we were
lost! In the eyes of  God, we never lose our worth. We always remain
precious in his sight; for God is  infinite love. God cannot but love,
fire cannot but warm up. PMI volunteers believe  strongly that no
one is beyond transformation, and our Redeemer has taught us
that  no one is beyond redemption as he assured Paradise to the
‘Good Thief’. God also  chooses the filthiest of places, stinking
places, for his work of redemption. Behind the  walls of maximum-
security prisons, hard-core criminals are being transformed into
 messengers of hope. “Those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who  are sick. I came not to call the righteous,
but sinners” (Mk 2:17). The purpose of Jesus  coming to this earth
was to call sinners and to redeem the lost. Jesus who cried out
 from the Cross, “I thirst” (Jn 19:28) continues to thirst for the souls
behind the dark  cells of prisons. 

What shall we do for the reintegration and redemption of prisoners?
If you want to  be a part of this noble work of God’s redeeming
mission, you can reach out by  volunteering in three ways.  

Firstly, the origin of Prison Ministry India is from the Blessed
Sacrament. Those  hours spent before the Blessed Sacrament were
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powerful moments for the growth of  this ministry. Before each visit,
members spend time in prayer. They recite the rosary,  make
intercessory prayers and fast. Basically, Prison Ministry India is a
prayer group  for the reintegration and redemption of our brethren
in prison. 

Secondly, you can visit prisons and PMI rehabilitation centres and
homes for  prisoners’ children. “My family has abandoned me; society
considers me only as a  criminal. If you do not help me, who else
will in this world? When I am released,  nobody will dare to give me
a job. Would you please find a job for me?” These heart breaking
cries of prisoners moved the hearts of PMI volunteers and the result
was the first rehabilitation centre, Snehashramam established in
1991. Today, Prison Ministry  India runs 20 rehabilitation centres for
released persons and their children.  

Thirdly, you can financially support PMI for prisoners’ rehabilitation
and  reintegration. One of the basic principles of PMI is ‘begging’.
We beg to give  prisoners a better future. We beg to provide them a
life of dignity. We beg to make  them kings and queens. We do not
have any foreign funding to meet expenses, but we  actualise our
plans and visions by meeting people personally. Here we become
not  mere distributors of easy money, but we become one with the
helpless in their  struggle. PMI volunteers stand at the church doors
with a bucket in their hands,  begging something from those who
have to give to those who don’t have.  

PMI Ruby Jubilee 

This year, Prison Ministry India celebrates its Ruby Jubilee with many
new projects  for the integral development of prisoners and their
families. I am glad to share with  you some of the major Ruby Jubilee
projects such as homes for prisoners’ children, houses for released
prisoners, establishment of special PMI Task Forces such as 
Terrorists Saving Squad, Death Row Commandos, Mafia
Redeemers, scholarships to  prisoners’ children, and releasing
prisoners with legal and financial assistance. Let us  praise and thank
God for the unfathomable blessings showered upon our brethren 
behind the bars and the PMI volunteers. Let us continue to pray for
our incarcerated  brethren especially during these days of pandemic
and closely collaborate with PMI in  their endeavour to implement
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the jubilee projects. I take this opportunity to praise  and thank God
for all the blessings showered upon prisoners and their families in
the  past 40 years and extend my heartiest congratulations to those
who pioneered this  beautiful ministry. 

Conclusion 

As we celebrate Prison Ministry Sunday, let us remember and pray
for prisoners all  over the world especially the 4.7 lakh people
languishing in the 1350 Indian prisons,  their families, victims, the
officers and the volunteers who serve them. Dear brethren  behind
the bars, we love you, we are with you, we pray for you and we are
ready to do  whatever is possible for your reformation and
reintegration. Dear PMI family  members, your visits to the prison
are equivalent to visiting Jesus for he said, “I was in  prison and
you visited me” (Mt 25:36). During these COVID-19 pandemic days,
we  pray for you in a special way. Your continued financial support
for the Prison Ministry  will highly be appreciated.  

Along with my brother bishops, I express my sincere gratitude to
the dioceses, major  superiors and well-wishers for your generous
contributions towards this ministry. I am  sure Jesus who came in
search of the lost will bless you abundantly. I acknowledge and
appreciate the PMI volunteers for their profound commitment in
reforming and 

reintegrating prisoners, which all of us know, is one of the most
challenging tasks. May Saint Maximilian Kolbe, the patron of Prison
Ministry India, intercede for the  fruitfulness of this ministry and may
Mary, our blessed mother, be always there to  protect you.

† Bishop Allwyn D’Silva 
Chairperson, Prison Ministry India 
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In Loving Memory of

REV. FR. JOSEPH PAUVATH, MSFS
Dear Fathers and Brothers,

The Congregation of the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales mourns
at the sad and sudden demise of Rev. Fr. Joseph Pauvath MSFS.
His death has left us all dumb-bounded reflecting on the reality of
death.  As it is said "In my beginning there is an end and in my end
there is a beginning", Fr. Joseph Pauvath has begun his life in the
Lord.  Today we acknowledge with gratitude all his services to the
congregation and the church at large.  He has sown the seed of faith
in the Lord Jesus to the people in and around the Visakhapatnam
Archdiocese.

Fr. Joseph Pauvath was born on 19th November 1928, for a pious
parents of Mr. Zacharias and Mrs. Theresa at Vilakku Madam, Kerala.
He completed his schooling at Mannanam and joined the Missionaries
of St. Francis de Sales at St. Joseph's Mission Home, Kerala and
wished to serve in the missions.  He made his first religious profession
on 14th May 1952 at Margoa.  He completed his philosophical and
theological studies at St. Joseph's Seminary, Alwaye and received
his priestly ordination on 18th March 1956 by Archbishop Joseph
Attipetty of Verapoly.

Places of Ministry:
1956 - 1959 Assistant Parish Priest Palkonda

1959 - 1966 Parish Priest Palkonda

1966 - 1967 Parish Priest Parvathipuram

1967 - 1970 Parish Priest Maharanipeta

1970 - 1983 Diocesan Procurator Visakhapatnam
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1983 - 1985 Rector Regional Minor Seminary, Vijayawada

1985 - 1985 Parish Priest, Dharmanagar, Visakhapatnam

1985 - 1995 Provincial Bursar, Stella Maris, Visakhapatnam

1995 - 2000 Parish Priest St. Ann's Co-Cathedral

2000 - 2002 Parish Priest Lourdumatha Church, Vizag

2002 - 2003 Parish Priest Malkapuram, Viag

2003 - 2004 Chaplain to Sisters Rakshanagiri, Vizag

2004 - 2009 Superior & Procurator Ross Hill, Visakhapatnam

2009 - 2016 Superior & Procurator St. Aloysius N. F. School

2016 - Rest Stella Maris, Visakhapatnam

He was admitted in St. Ann's Hospital, Malkapuram due to Covid - 19
for the past two weeks.  On 17th May 2021 he has gone to his eternal
life.  As a priest and religious he has accomplished great things during
his earthly life.  He was a man of deep faith in the Lord, a man of
prayer and commitment to the responsibilities entrusted to him.  He is
very strict with himself and very generous to others.  He is very helpful
and charitable.  He has helped many to study and get jobs.  His
missionary dynamism is an inspiration for all the missionaries.  He
has written a book titled "My missionary Journey" explaining all his
pastoral and missionary activities.  Today he is no more with us. But
his good works will last forever.

The funeral service was held on 18th May 2021 following the Covid -
19 restrictions.  Fr. Chinnappa Reddy, the Provincial celebrated the
funeral mass in St. Ann's Hospital chapel, Visakhapatnam.  The mortal
remains of Fr. Joseph Pauvath was brought to Gnanapuram cemetery
and was laid rest.  Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarappu Prakash, the Archbishop
of Visakhapatnam officiated the last rite.

I take this opportunity to thank the Archbishop of Visakhapatnam, the
fathers, sisters, brothers, relatives and friends for their presence and
prayers.  I thank all the doctors, sisters, nurses and the staff who took
care of him during his last days in the hospital.  I request all of you to
pray for his soul.  May he rest in Peace.

Yours fraternally in Christ,

Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy MSFS
Provincial
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In Loving Memory of

Rev. Fr. THOMAS VAZHAYIL, MSFS
Dear Fathers and Brothers,

The Congregation of the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales mourns
at the sad and sudden demise of Rev. Fr. Thomas Vazhayil.  Today we
acknowledge with gratitude all his services to the congregation and
the church at large.  He has sown the seed of faith in the Lord Jesus to
the people in and around the Visakhapatnam Archdiocese, Srikakulam
diocese, Eluru diocese and Vijayawada diocese.

Fr. Thomas Vazhayil was born on 1st June1949, for a pious parents of
Mr. & Mrs. Vazhayil Thomas and Aleyamma at Nellippara, Kannur,
Kerala. He completed his schooling at Nellippara and joined the
Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales at SFS Seminary, Ettumanoor,
Kerala and wished to serve in the missions.  He made his first religious
profession on 4th May 1972 at Salesianum, Visakhapatnam.  He
completed his philosophical and theological studies at St. Joseph’s
Seminary, Mangalore and received his priestly ordination on 30th March
1977 at SFS Seminary, Ettumanoor by bishop Cornellius Elangikkal.

Places of Ministry:
1977 – 1978 Asst Parish Priest Kolar Mission, Karnataka

1978 – 1981 Assistant Rector Philipnagar, Parvathipuram

1981 – 1985 Rector Philipnagar, Parvathipuram

1985 – 1985 Director R. V. Nagar, Chintapally

1985 – 1986 Construction In-charge, FVJ, Nidadavole

1986 – 1988 Parish Priest Kondadaba

1988 – 1994 Parish Priest Pedda Bodepally
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1994 – 1998 Parish Priest Chinna Waltair

1998 – 2004 Parish Priest Athili

2004 – 2007 Parish Priest Nunna

2007 – 2012 Parish Priest Ajitsingh Nagar

2012 – 2019 Parish Priest Soldierpet

2019 – 2021 Parish Priest Paderu

2021 - Rest Stella Maris

On 8th June 2021, Fr. Thomas entered into new life in God at 5.50
p.m leaving behind a great legacy of being a priest and religious.
As a priest and religious he has accomplished great things during
his earthly life.  He was a man of deep faith in the Lord, a man of
prayer and commitment to the responsibilities entrusted to him.
His missionary dynamism is an inspiration for all the missionaries.

The mortal remains of Fr. Thomas Vazhayil was laid to rest after
the funeral mass concelebrated by His

Grace Most Rev. Mallavarappu Prakash, Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam and other priests. Some of his relatives and sisters
participated in the last rite of Fr. Thomas.

I take this opportunity to thank the Archbishop of Visakhapatnam,
the fathers, sisters, brothers, relatives and friends for their presence
and prayers.  I thank the Sisters of St. Joseph’s hospital community
for their care during his stay in the hospital and all the arrangement
for the funeral. I thank all the doctors, sisters, nurses and the staff.
I request all of you to pray for his soul.

May he rest in Peace.

Yours Fraternally,

Fr. Chinnappa Reddy,msfs
Provincial
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 HEARTFELT  CONDOLENCES
to

Fr. Sabbavarapu Sekhar

June 7th was a sad day for Rev. Fr. Sabbavarapu
Sekhar, and his family members due to the
death of Mrs. Sabbavarapu Padmavathi,
sister-in-law of Fr. Sabbavarapu Sekhar. We
the clergy and religious of Visakhapatnam
Archdiocese express our deep sorrow and
heartfelt condolences to our beloved Fr.
Sabbavarapu Sekhar and to his family
members and relatives. Eternal rest grant
unto her, O Lord and  let perpetual light shine
upon her.

 Heartfelt  Condolences
to

Fr. Annu Pushpanadham

June 18th was a sad day for Rev. Fr. Annu
Pushpanadham, and his family members
due to the death of Mr. Annu Rajarao
brother of Fr. Annu Pushpanadham. We
the clergy and religious of Visakhapatnam
Archdiocese express our deep sorrow and
heartfelt condolences to our beloved Fr.
Annu Pushpanadham and to his family
members and relatives. Eternal rest grant unto
him, O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him.
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

FOR THE FIRST WORLD DAY FOR
GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY

 (25 July 2021)
“I am with you always”

Dear Grandfathers and Grandmothers,

Dear Elderly Friends,
“I am with you always” (Mt 28:20): this is the promise the Lord made
to his disciples before he ascended into heaven. They are the words
that he repeats to you today, dear grandfathers and grandmothers,
dear elderly friends.  ”I am with you always” are also the words that
I, as Bishop of Rome and an elderly person like yourselves, would
like to address to you on this first World Day of Grandparents and
the Elderly. The whole Church is close to you – to us – and cares
about you, loves you and does not want to leave you alone!
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I am well aware that this Message comes to you at a difficult time:
the pandemic swept down on us like an unexpected and furious
storm; it has been a time of trial for everyone, but especially for us
elderly persons. Many of us fell ill, others died or experienced the
death of spouses or loved ones, while others found themselves
isolated and alone for long periods.

The Lord is aware of all that we have been through in this time. He
is close to those who felt isolated and alone, feelings that became
more acute during the pandemic. Tradition has it that Saint
Joachim, the grandfather of Jesus, felt estranged from those
around him because he had no children; his life, like that of his
wife Anne, was considered useless. So the Lord sent an angel to
console him. While he mused sadly outside the city gates, a
messenger from the Lord appeared to him and said, “Joachim,
Joachim! The Lord has heard your insistent prayer”. Giotto, in one
of his celebrated frescoes, seems to set the scene at night, one of
those many sleepless nights, filled with memories, worries and
longings to which many of us have come to be accustomed.

Even at the darkest moments, as in these months of pandemic,
the Lord continues to send angels to console our loneliness and
to remind us: “I am with you always”. He says this to you, and he
says it to me. That is the meaning of this Day, which I wanted to
celebrate for the first time in this particular year, as a long period
of isolation ends and social life slowly resumes. May every
grandfather, every grandmother, every older person, especially
those among us who are most alone, receive the visit of an angel!

At times those angels will have the face of our grandchildren, at
others, the face of family members, lifelong friends or those we
have come to know during these trying times, when we have
learned how important hugs and visits are for each of us. How sad
it makes me that in some places these are still not possible!

The Lord, however, also sends us messengers through his words,
which are always at hand. Let us try to read a page of the Gospel
every day, to pray with the psalms, to read the prophets! We will
be comforted by the Lord’s faithfulness.  The Scriptures will also
help us to understand what the Lord is asking of our lives today.
For at every hour of the day (cf. Mt 20:1-16) and in every season
of life, he continues to send labourers into his vineyard. I was called
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to become the Bishop of Rome when I had reached, so to speak,
retirement age and thought I would not be doing anything new.
The Lord is always – always – close to us. He is close to us with
new possibilities, new ideas, new consolations, but always close
to us. You know that the Lord is eternal; he never, ever goes into
retirement.

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells the Apostles, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you” (28:19-20). These words are  also
addressed to us today. They help us better understand that our
vocation is to preserve our roots, to pass on the faith to the young,
and to care for the little ones. Think about it: what is our vocation
today, at our age? To preserve our roots, to pass on the faith to the
young and to care for the little ones. Never forget this.

It makes no difference how old you are, whether you still work or
not, whether you are alone or have a family, whether you became
a grandmother or grandfather at a young age or later, whether
you are still independent or need assistance. Because there is no
retirement age from the work of proclaiming the Gospel and
handing down traditions to your grandchildren. You just need to
set out and undertake something new.

At this crucial moment in history, you have a renewed vocation.
You may wonder: How this can be possible? My energy is running
out and I don’t think I can do much. How can I begin to act differently
when habit is so much a part of my life? How can I devote myself
to those who are poor when I am already so concerned about my
family? How can I broaden my vision when I can’t even leave the
residence where I live? Isn’t my solitude already a sufficiently heavy
burden? How many of you are asking just that question: isn’t my
solitude already a sufficiently heavy burden? Jesus himself heard
a similar question from Nicodemus, who asked, “How can a man
be born when he is old?” (Jn 3:4). It can happen, the Lord replies,
if we open our hearts to the working of the Holy Spirit, who blows
where he wills. The Holy Spirit whose freedom is such that goes
wherever, and does whatever, he wills.

As I have often observed, we will not emerge from the present
crisis as we were before, but either better or worse. And “God
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willing… this may prove not to be just another tragedy of history
from which we learned nothing… If only we might keep in mind all
those elderly persons who died for lack of respirators... If only this
immense sorrow may not prove useless, but enable us to take a
step forward towards a new style of life. If only we might discover
once for all that we need one another, and that in this way our
human frailty can experience a rebirth” (Fratelli Tutti, 35). No one
is saved alone. We are all indebted to one another. We are all
brothers and sisters.

Given this, I want to tell you that you are needed in order to help
build, in fraternity and social friendship, the world of tomorrow: the
world in which we, together with our children and grandchildren,
will live once the storm has subsided. All of us must “take an active
part in renewing and supporting our troubled societies”. Among
the pillars that support this new edifice, there are three that you,
better than anyone else, can help to set up.  Those three pillars
are dreams, memory and prayer. The Lord’s closeness will grant
to all, even the frailest among us, the strength needed to embark
on a new journey along the path of dreams, memory and prayer.

The prophet Joel once promised: “Your old men shall dream dreams,
and your young men will have visions” (3:1). The future of the world
depends on this covenant between young and old. Who, if not the
young, can take the dreams of the elderly and make them come
true? Yet for this to happen, it is necessary that we continue to
dream. Our dreams of justice, of peace, of solidarity can make it
possible for our young people to have new visions; in this way,
together, we can build the future. You need to show that it is possible
to emerge renewed from an experience of hardship. I am sure that
you have had more than one such experience: in your life you have
faced any number of troubles and yet were able to pull through.
Use those experiences to learn how to pull through now.

Dreams are thus intertwined with memory. I think of the painful
memory of war, and its importance for helping the young to learn
the value of peace. Those among you who experienced the
suffering of war must pass on this message.  Keeping memory
alive is a true mission for every elderly person: keeping memory
alive and sharing it with others. Edith Bruck, who survived the
horror of the Shoah, has said that “even illuminating a single
conscience is worth the effort and pain of keeping alive the memory
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of what has been.” She went on to say: “For me, memory is life.”  I
also think of my own grandparents, and those among you who had
to emigrate and know how hard it is to leave everything behind, as
so many people continue to do today, in hope of a future. Some of
those people may even now be at our side, caring for us. These
kinds of memory can help to build a more humane and welcoming
world. Without memory, however, we will never be able to build;
without a foundation, we can never build a house. Never. And the
foundation of life is memory.

Finally, prayer. As my predecessor, Pope Benedict, himself a saintly
elderly person who continues to pray and work for the Church, once
said: “the prayer of the elderly can protect the world, helping it
perhaps more effectively than the frenetic activity of many
others.”  He spoke those words in 2012, towards the end of his
pontificate. There is something beautiful here. Your prayer is a very
precious resource: a deep breath that the Church and the world
urgently need (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 262). Especially in these
difficult times for our human family, as we continue to sail in the
same boat across the stormy sea of the pandemic, your intercession
for the world and for the Church has great value: it inspires in
everyone the serene trust that we will soon come to shore.

Dear grandmother, dear grandfather, dear elderly friends, in
concluding this Message to you, I would also like to mention the
example of Blessed (and soon Saint) Charles de Foucauld. He
lived as a hermit in Algeria and there testified to “his desire to feel
himself a brother to all” (Fratelli Tutti, 287). The story of his life
shows how it is possible, even in the solitude of one’ s own desert,
to intercede for the poor of the whole world and to become, in
truth, a universal brother or sister.

I ask the Lord that, also through his example, all of us may open
our hearts in sensitivity to the sufferings of the poor and intercede
for their needs. May each of us learn to repeat to all, and especially
to the young, the words of consolation we have heard spoken to
us today: “I am with you always”! Keep moving forward! May the
Lord grant you his blessing.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 31 May 2021, Feast of the Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
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His Eminence Kevin Cardinal Farrell, the Prefect of the Dicastery
for Laity, Family and Life, concerning the World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly, which will be celebrated 25 July 2021

FIRST WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY
PASTORAL GUIDELINES

The decision to hold a World Day for Grandparents and Older
People has come at a time marked by a pandemic and by the
suffering of our older generations in  recent months in every part
of the world. Reports of elderly people having to die alone  and
then not even being given a funeral, have been a cause of deep
pain to the Church. It is one of the crosses of our time that was
rightly brought to mind during  the Way of the Cross with the Pope
on Good Friday this year: “People jumped out of  the ambulance
dressed like astronauts, wearing protective suits, gloves, masks
and  face shields. They took away my grandfather who had been
having difficulty  breathing. That was the last time that I saw my
grandfather. He died a few days later  in hospital. I think of how
lonely he must have felt. I could not be near him physically to say
goodbye and to comfort him”.

To be unable to be close to those who suffer is at odds with a
Christian’s calling  to show compassion. This World Day is an
opportunity to reaffirm that the Church  can never remain distant
from those who carry a cross. The theme chosen by the  Holy
Father, “I am with you always”, expresses clearly that, during the
pandemic and  in the better times that will hopefully follow, every
ecclesial community wishes to be  with the elderly always. 

It was over a year ago when the first wave of the pandemic was at
its height that the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life wrote: “as
individuals and as local  Churches, we can do a lot for the elderly:
pray for them, cure the disease of  loneliness, activate solidarity
networks and much more. Faced with the scenario of a  generation
hit so severely, we have a common responsibility”.  When the storm
has  subsided, this task must take on an ordinary dimension in the
life of parishes and the  entire Church. The annual celebration of a
day dedicated to older people is a way of  incorporating attention
for the frail elderly into the routine fabric of our pastoral work. 
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It cannot be said that the concern for the elderly shown by Pope
Francis is  something new. Recent Popes have given similar
attention to the aged and have  addressed them with words of
wisdom and human warmth. Pope Francis has  demonstrated his
spiritual closeness to the elderly throughout his pontificate, and
this  should be read in the light of the ecclesiology that distinguishes
him. Like other  sectors that have not always received adequate
pastoral care, older people have a  precise mission to fulfil as holy
faithful People of God. Pope Francis identifies their  task as being
to keep memories alive and to transmit the faith to the younger 
generations, but, more importantly, he considers them to be a
significant component of the Catholic laity. They are not simply
‘users’ of the Church, but they are also  companions on the journey.
That is why this World Day is not an occasion to produce  a
document on old age, but rather there is a message addressed to
the elderly in  which the Holy Father asks them to share
responsibility for the way the Church will  go in the future and to
take part in the construction of the world after the pandemic.  This
is something new that fits into the synodal perspective advocated
by Pope  Francis. According to the Pope, older people form part of
“all of the baptised, who  are the subject of the sensus fidei –
infallible – in credendo. This perspective shows  us how important
it is to provide better pastoral care for a generation that we may 
have often forgotten, mainly because we tend to consider older
people to be already  evangelised. 

This first World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly is being
celebrated  midway through the year dedicated to family by the
Holy Father on the fifth  anniversary of the apostolic exhortation
Amoris Laetitia. This is a deliberate choice  that stems from
awareness of how the elderly “all the elderly, including those who 
are not grandparents “need a family environment in which to live,
and also how it is  necessary for families to become aware of the
role being played by their older  members. In a globalised world,
the relationship between the elderly and families is  no longer taken
for granted, but is, on the contrary, constantly being called into 
question. This is a trend that has different connotations according
to geographical  and cultural context, but there are some recurring
features that suggest that there  may be a crisis under way between
the elderly and family, a sign of the times that  must be taken into
account. Family pastoral work itself, often concerned only with 
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couple relationships and those between parents and children, has
difficulty in  focusing on the relationship between elderly parents
and adult children and between  grandparents and grandchildren. 

The Pope wrote clearly about this in the encyclical Fratelli Tutti. He
said, “We  have seen what happened to the elderly in certain places
in our world as a result of  the coronavirus. They did not have to die
that way. Yet something similar had long  been occurring during
heat waves and in other situations where older people found 
themselves cruelly abandoned. We fail to realize that, by isolating
the elderly and  leaving them in the care of others without the
closeness and concern of family  members, we disfigure and
impoverish the family itself. We also end up depriving  young people
of a necessary connection to their roots and of wisdom that the
young  cannot achieve on their own” (FT 19). These are important
words that deserve to be  raised up again. They can help us to
reflect on the debt that families “ and family  pastoral care “ owe to
a generation that has in some respects fallen into oblivion. 

This complex scenario (the pandemic, the search for a new leading
role for the  elderly, and the crisis in family relations), in addition to
the need to help people avoid discouragement and despondency,
has led the Church to choose a simple way of  setting out on a
collective journey and of nurturing solidarity: to celebrate. Seniors 
and young people together: parents and children; grandparents
and grandchildren;  people who may not belong to the same family.
The Church is aware of the need for  reconciliation between
generations and of the difficulties experienced by older  people,
but blame is not attached to the failings of anyone. The way chosen
is to  have an occasion of joyful celebration together. 

As we see in the parable of the prodigal son and the merciful
father, festivities  can overcome the divisions that have scarred a
family. The son had probably  considered his father to be old and
near death, and so he asked for his inheritance  which he then
squandered. His father welcomed him back and forgave him, and
so  he is reconciled with his elderly parent and also with himself.
This is all celebrated  with a feast in which they took part together.
The merciful father is not unaware of  the problems, betrayals
and ambiguities, but he still chooses to celebrate. This is because
only the joy of the Gospel is capable of filling the heart and setting
us free  “from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness” (EG
1). It is the basis on which to  build renewed relationships between
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the generations and, thanks to the wisdom  shown by the elderly,
it is a rock on which to build our societies after the pandemic. 

That is why we want the celebration of the first World Day of
Grandparents and  Older People to be experienced as a moment of
celebration involving all generations.  It is not a matter simply of
happiness, but of joy born from the knowledge that the  Lord is close to
the lives of the elderly as well as the young, for God is with us always. 

There are many pastoral tools that can give concrete expression
to our pastoral  concern for older people. For this purpose, it would
be helpful to refer to a document  concerning older people that
was published years ago by the Pontifical Council for  the Laity.  It
contains a wide-ranging reflection on the meaning and value of
old age  and gives concrete pastoral suggestions that are equally
valid and relevant today.  Among the many ways in which local
churches and individuals can be close to older  people, we would
like to suggest one which is easy to implement and highly effective,  
and that is to visit them. It is a tangible sign of a Church which
goes forth. To pay a  visit is a way, rooted in tradition, of showing
compassion, including towards those  who are ill or in prison. Today
it seems that we need to add to the well-known list of  the seven
works of mercy, the ‘work’ of visiting the elderly who are alone.
The  decision of the Apostolic Penitentiary to grant a Plenary
Indulgence to those who  carry this out underlines its urgency. 

Here we would also like to offer various other ideas on how to
celebrate this  World Day. We suggest that each parish or ecclesial
entity could celebrate a Mass  on the occasion of this World Day
of Grandparents and the Elderly to commemorate  the elderly of
their community who died as a result of Covid-19; to ask young
people  to visit their grandparents, and especially the elderly who
are alone, to give them the  Holy Father’s message. In addition to
what we have proposed, we are convinced that  every Church
community will creatively find the best way to celebrate it in their
particular context. 
May this World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly be a festivity
filled with  the joy of the Gospel for all! 
Rev. Alexandre Awi Mello, I. Sch. 
Secretary
Card. Kevin Farrell
Prefect 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life
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VISITING GRANDPARENTS AND
OLDER PEOPLE WHO ARE ALONE

• The first World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly will be
celebrated in  circumstances in which it will still not be possible
in many countries for the  elderly to physically attend Mass.

• In order for the message of closeness and consolation to reach
everyone on  this World Day “ even those who are most isolated
“ we ask people to visit  their grandparents and the elderly living
alone in their community and to give  them the Holy Father’s
message. 

• A visit is a tangible sign of a Church of outreach. At a time of
social distancing  because of the pandemic, a visit shows that
there is a way of being close to  older people while still observing
safety measures. 

• A visit is a personal choice to arise and go in haste to others (cf.
Lk 1:39), just  as Mary did when she visited her elderly cousin
Elizabeth. 

• A visit is an opportunity for a grandchild to say to his or her
grandparent and  for a young person to say to an elderly person
they are visiting, “I am with you  always”. 

• A visit can be an opportunity to bring a gift, such as a flower,
and to read the  World Day prayer together. 

• A visit can also be an occasion to offer the elderly, especially
those who have  not left their homes for a long time, an
opportunity to receive the sacraments  of reconciliation and the
Eucharist. 

• A visit to an older person living alone is one of the ways of
obtaining a Plenary  Indulgence granted on the occasion of this
World Day.

• In places where health emergency measures still make it
impossible to visit in  person, love can use imagination to find
ways of reaching lonely elderly people  by phone or social media. 

• The World Day message can be shared by posting pictures of
visits on social  media with the hashtag Iam With You Always.
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PREPARING THE WORLD DAY WITH THE ELDERLY
• The elderly are the main target group of the Day’s activities.

The Holy Father’s  message is addressed to them. 

• It is important to ensure that as many older people as possible
participate in  person in the Sunday liturgy celebrated on the
occasion of the World Day. 

• Older people from the parish or Church group can be invited for
a moment of  reflection on the Pope’s message for their World
Day. A printed version can be  distributed to all those present
and the video message can be watched  together. 

• Anyone visiting elderly people living alone can give the text of
the message to  those who are unable to attend the meetings. 

• All grandparents and all elderly people that have been reached
on the occasion  of their World Day can be commended with
the Holy Father’s prayer intentions,  together with the special
intentions of their own community. 

PREPARING THIS WORLD DAY WITH YOUNG PEOPLE
• You can convene the young people of your community a few

weeks before the  World Day to explain it and to make sure that
they reach as many older people  as possible with their visits. 

• Similarly, you can meet with the young people after the
celebration so that they  can share their feedback of the visits. 

• Young people can organise social campaigns to spread
information about the  World Day by using the hashtag Iam With
You Always.

REMEMBERING THE ELDERLY WHO DIED BECAUSE OF
COVID - 19

• During the Eucharistic celebration for the World Day, or at a
dedicated time,  there can be a moment to recall the elderly
people in the parish or community  who died as a result of the
pandemic, and in particular those for whom it had  not been
possible to hold a funeral service. 

• One possible way is to read out the names of the elderly at the
end of the  prayers of the faithful, and to light a candle for each
person remembered. 
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PLENARY INDULGENCE
• On 13 May, the Apostolic Penitentiary promulgated a Decree

granting a  Plenary Indulgence on the occasion of the World
Day for Grandparents and the Elderly. 

• The elderly can obtain an Indulgence by participating in one of
the Masses  celebrated on the occasion of this World Day. 

• In view of the continuing health emergency and the fact that
some elderly  people are unable to attend Mass in person for
health reasons, the Indulgence  is extended to those who
participate via television, radio or the internet. 

• The Indulgence is also granted to all those who perform a ‘work
of mercy’ on  this World Day by visiting an elderly person who is
alone. 

• In places where visiting in person is expressly forbidden by the
public  authorities in order to avoid contagion, it is also possible
to obtain the  Indulgence through a virtual meeting.

POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL  AUDIENCE
Wednesday, 26 May 2021

Catechesis on prayer : 35.    The certainty of being heard
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Good morning!

There is a radical objection to prayer, which derives from an observation
that we all make: we pray, we ask, and yet sometimes our prayers
seem to go unheard: what we have asked for - for ourselves or for
others - is not fulfilled. We often have this experience. If the reason
for which we prayed was noble (such as intercession for the health
of a sick person, or for the end of a war, for instance), the non-
fulfilment seems scandalous. For example, for wars: we are praying
for wars to end, these wars in so many parts of the world. Think of
Yemen, think of Syria, countries that have been at war for years, for
years. Countries ravaged by wars; we pray, and they do not come to
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an end. But how can this be? "Some even stop praying because
they think their petition is not heard" (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, 2734). But if God is Father, why does he not listen to us? He
who assured us that he gives good things to his children who ask for
them (cf. Mt 7:10), why does he not respond to our requests? We
have all experienced this: we have prayed, prayed, for the illness of
a friend, of a father, of a mother, and then they were gone. But God
did not grant our request! It is an experience we have all had.

The Catechism offers us a good summary of the matter. It puts us on
guard against the risk of not living an authentic experience of faith, but
of transforming the relationship with God into something magical.
Prayer is not a magic wand: it is a dialogue with the Lord. Indeed,
when we pray we can fall into the risk that it is not we who serve God,
but we expect it to be He who serves us (cf. 2735). This is, then, a
prayer that is always demanding, that wants to direct events according
to our own design, that admits no plans other than our own desires.
Jesus, on the other hand, had great wisdom in teaching us the Lord's
Prayer. It is a prayer of questions only, as we know, but the first ones
we utter are all on God's side. They ask for the fulfilment not of our
plan, but of his will for the world. Better to leave it to him: "Hallowed be
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done" (Mt 6:9-10).

And the Apostle Paul reminds us that we do not even know what is
appropriate to ask (cf. Rm 8:26). We ask for our necessities, our
needs, things that we want: "But is this more appropriate or not?"
Paul tells us, we do not even know what we ought to ask. When we
pray, we need to be humble: this is the first attitude for going to pray.
Just as there is the habit in many places that, before going to pray in
a church, women don a veil or people use holy water as they begin
to pray, so too we must tell ourselves before praying what is most
appropriate; may God give me what is most appropriate. He knows.
When we pray we must be humble, so that our words may actually
be prayers and not just idle talk that God rejects. We can also pray
for the wrong reasons: such as to defeat the enemy at war, without
asking ourselves what God thinks of such a war. It is easy to write
"God is with us" on a banner; many are eager to ensure that God is
with them, but few bother to check whether they are actually with
God. In prayer, it is God who must convert us, not we who must
convert God. It is humility. I go to pray but You, Lord, convert my
heart so that it will ask for what is appropriate, for what will be best
for my spiritual health.
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However, the scandal remains: when people pray with a sincere heart,
when they ask for things that correspond to the Kingdom of God,
when a mother prays for her sick child, why does it sometimes seem
that God does not listen to them? To answer this question, we have
to meditate calmly on the Gospels. The accounts of Jesus' life are
full of prayers: many people wounded in body and in spirit ask him to
be healed; there are those who pray for a friend who can no longer
walk; there are fathers and mothers who bring him their sick sons
and daughters. They are all prayers imbued with suffering. It is an
immense chorus that invokes: "Have mercy on us!"

We see that at times Jesus' response is immediate, whereas in some
other cases it is delayed: it seems that God does not answer. Think
of the Canaanite woman who begs Jesus for her daughter: this
woman has to insist for a long time to be heard (cf. Mt 15:21-28).
She even has the humility to hear a word from Jesus that seems a
little offensive towards her: we must not throw bread to the dogs, to
the pooches. But humiliation does not matter to this woman: her
daughter's health is what matters. And she goes on: "Yes, but even
the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table", and Jesus likes this.
Courage in prayer. Or think of the paralytic brought by his four friends:
Jesus initially forgives his sins and only later heals his body (cf. Mk
2:1-12). On some occasions, therefore, the solution to the problem
is not immediate. In our life too, each one of us has this experience.
Let us look back a little: how many times have we asked for a grace,
a miracle, let's say, and nothing has happened. Then, over time,
things have worked out but in God's way, the divine way, not according
to what we wanted in that moment. God's time is not our time.

From this point of view, the healing of Jairus' daughter is worthy of
particular attention (cf. Mk 5:21-33). There is a father who is rushing,
out of breath: his daughter is ill and for this reason he asks for Jesus'
help. The Master immediately accepts, but on their way home another
healing occurs, and then news arrives that the girl has died. It seems
to be the end, but instead Jesus says to the father: "Do not fear, only
believe" (Mk 5:36). "Continue to have faith": because it is faith that
sustains prayer. And indeed, Jesus will awaken that child from the
sleep of death. But Jairus had to walk in the dark for some time, with
only the flame of faith. Lord, give me faith! May my faith grow! Ask for
this grace, to have faith. Jesus, in the Gospel, says that faith moves
mountains. But, having real faith. Jesus, before the faith of his poor, of
his people, is won over; he feels special tenderness, before that
faith. And he listens.
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The prayer that Jesus addresses to the Father in Gethsemane also
seems to go unheard. "My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me". It seems that the Father does not listen to him. The son
must drink fully from the cup of the passion. But Holy Saturday is not
the final chapter, because on the third day, Sunday, is the Resurrection.
Evil is lord of the penultimate day: remember this well. Evil is never
lord of the last day, no: the penultimate, the moment when the night is
darkest, just before the dawn. There, on the penultimate day, there is
temptation, when evil makes us think it has won: "Did you see? I
won!". Evil is lord of the penultimate day: on the last day there is the
Resurrection. But evil is never lord of the last day: God is the Lord of
the last day. Because that belongs to God alone, and it is the day
when all human longings for salvation will be fulfilled. Let us learn this
humble patience, of waiting for the Lord's grace, waiting for the final
day. Very often, the penultimate day is very hard, because human
sufferings are hard. But the Lord is there. And on the last day, he
resolves everything.

––––––––––––––––

Wednesday, 2  June  2021

Catechesis on prayer : 36.    Jesus, model and soul of all prayer
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Good morning!

The Gospels show us how prayer was fundamental in the relationship
between Jesus and his disciples. This can already be seen in the
choice of those who would later become the Apostles. Luke places
their election in a precise context of prayer, and he says: "In these
days he went out to the mountain to pray; and all night he continued
in prayer to God. And when it was day, he called his disciples, and
chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles" (6:12-13). Jesus
chooses them after a night of prayer. It seems that there is no criterion
in this choice other than prayer, the dialogue of Jesus with the Father.
Judging from how those men were to behave, it would seem that the
choice was not the best, as they all fled, they left him alone before the
Passion; but it is precisely this, especially the presence of Judas, the
future betrayer, that demonstrates that those names were inscribed
in God's plan.

Prayer on behalf of his friends continually resurfaces in the life of
Jesus. The Apostles sometimes become a cause of concern for him,
but  as he had received them from the Father, after prayer, Jesus
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carries them in his heart, even in their errors, even when they fall. In
all this we discover how Jesus was both teacher and friend, always
willing to wait patiently for the disciple's conversion. The highest point
of this patient waiting is the "web" of love that Jesus weaves around
Peter. At the Last Supper He says to him: "Simon, Simon, behold,
Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I
have prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and when you have
turned again, strengthen your brethren" (Lk 22:31-32). It is impressive
to know that at that moment, during the time of weakness, Jesus'
love does not cease. "But father, if I am in mortal sin, does Jesus love
me?" - "Yes" - "And does Jesus continue to love me?" - "Yes" - "But if I
have done worse things, and committed many sins … does Jesus
continue to love me?" - "Yes". Jesus' love and prayer for each one of
us does not cease, it does not cease, but rather becomes more
intense, and we are at the centre of his prayer! We must always keep
this in mind: Jesus prays for me, he is praying now before the Father
and makes him see the wounds he carried with him, to show the
Father the price of our salvation, it is the love that he holds for us. But
in this moment, let each one of us, let us think: in this moment, is
Jesus praying for me? Yes. This is a great certainty that we must have.

Jesus' prayer returns punctually at a crucial time of his journey, that
of the verification of his disciples' faith. Let us listen again to the
evangelist Luke: "As [Jesus] was praying alone, the disciples were
with him; and he asked them, 'Who do the people say that I am?' And
they answered, 'John the Baptist; but others say, Eli'jah, and others,
that one of the old prophets has risen'. And he asked them, 'But who
do you say that I am?' And Peter answered, on behalf of them all,
'The Christ of God'. But he charged and commanded them tell this to
no one" (9:18-21). The great turning points of Jesus' mission are
always preceded by prayer, but not just in passing, but rather by
intense, prolonged prayer. There is always prayer in those moments.
This test of faith seems to be the goal, but instead it is a renewed
starting point for the disciples, because from then on, it is as if Jesus
took on a new tone in his mission, speaking openly to them of his
passion, death and resurrection.

With this prospect, which gives rise instinctively to repulsion, both in
the disciples and in we who read the Gospel, prayer is the only source
of light and strength. It is necessary to pray more intensely, every
time the road takes an uphill turn.
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And indeed, after announcing to the disciples what awaits him in
Jerusalem, the episode of the Transfiguration takes place. Jesus
"took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the
mountain to pray. And as He was praying, the appearance of his
countenance was altered, and his raiment became dazzling white.
And behold, two men talked with him, Moses and Eli'jah, who
appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was to
accomplish at Jerusalem" (9:28-31), that is, the Passion. Therefore,
this anticipated manifestation of the glory of Jesus took place in
prayer, while the Son was immersed in communion with the Father
and fully consented to his will of love, to his plan of salvation. And
out of that prayer came a clear word for the three disciples involved:
"This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him" (Lk 9:35). From prayer
comes the invitation to listen to Jesus, always from prayer.

From this quick journey through the Gospel, we learn that Jesus not
only wants us to pray as he prays, but assures us that, even if our
attempts at prayer are completely vain and ineffective, we can always
count on his prayer. We must be aware of this: Jesus prays for me.
Once, a good bishop told me that in a very bad moment in his life, a
great trial, a moment of darkness, he looked up in the Basilica and
saw this phrase written: "I, Peter, will pray for you". And this gave
him strength and comfort. And this happens every time that each of
us knows that Jesus prays for him or for her. Jesus prays for us. In
this moment, in this very moment. Do this memory exercise, repeat
this. When there is a difficulty, when you feel the orbital pull of
distractions: Jesus is praying for me. But, father, is this true? It is
true! He said it himself. Let us not forget that what sustains each of
us in life is Jesus' prayer for every one of us, with our first and last
name, before the Father, showing him the wounds that are the price
of our salvation.

Even if our prayers were only stuttering, if they were compromised
by a wavering faith, we must never cease to trust in him: I do not
know how to pray but he prays for me. Supported by Jesus' prayer,
our timid prayers rest on eagle wings and soar up to Heaven. Do not
forget: Jesus is praying for me. Now? Now. In the moment of trial, in
the moment of sin, even in that moment, Jesus is praying for me
with so much love.

––––––––––––––––
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Wednesday, 9 June 2021

Catechesis on prayer :  37.     Perseverance in love
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Good morning!

In this penultimate catechesis on prayer we are going to speak about
perseverance in praying. It is an invitation, indeed, a command that
comes to us from Sacred Scripture. The spiritual journey of the
Russian Pilgrim begins when he comes across a phrase of Saint
Paul in the First Letter to the Thessalonians: "Pray constantly, always
and for everything give thanks" (cf. 5:17-18). The Apostle's words
strike the man and he wonders how it is possible to pray without
interruption, given that our lives are fragmented into so many different
moments, which do not always make concentration possible. From
this question he begins his search, which will lead him to discover
what is called the prayer of the heart. It consists in repeating with
faith: "Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner!".
"Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner!". A simple
prayer, but very beautiful. A prayer that, little by little, adapts itself to
the rhythm of breath and extends throughout the day. Indeed, breath
never stops, not even while we sleep; and prayer is the breath of life.

How, then, is it possible to always preserve a state of prayer? The
Catechism offers us beautiful quotations from the history of spirituality,
which insist on the need for continuous prayer, that it may be the
fulcrum of Christian existence. I will look at some of them.

The monk Evagrius Ponticus states: "We have not been commanded
to work, to keep watch and to fast continually" - no, this is not
demanded - "but it has been laid down that we are to pray without
ceasing" (CCC 2742). The heart in prayer. There is therefore an ardour
in the Christian life, which must never fail. It is a little like that sacred
fire that was kept in the ancient temples, that burned without
interruption and that the priests had the task of keeping alive. So too
must there be a sacred fire in us, which burns continuously and which
nothing can extinguish. And it is not easy, but it must be so.

Saint John Chrysostom, another pastor who was attentive to real life,
preached: "Even while walking in public or strolling alone, or seated
in your shop, while buying or selling, or even while cooking" (CCC
2743). Little prayers: "Lord, have mercy on us", "Lord, help me". So,
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prayer is a kind of musical staff, where we arrange the melody of our
lives. It is not in contrast with daily work; it does not contradict the
many small obligations and appointments; if anything, it is the place
where every action finds its meaning, its reason and its peace.

Certainly, putting these principles into practice is not easy. A father
and a mother, caught up in a thousand tasks, may feel nostalgia for a
time in their life in which it was easy to find regular times and spaces
for prayer. Then come children, work, family life, ageing parents....
One has the impression that it will never be possible to get through it
all. It is good then for us to think that God, our Father, who must take
care of  the entire universe, always remembers each one of us.
Therefore, we too must always remember Him!

We can also remember that in Christian monasticism, work has always
been held in great esteem, not only because of the moral duty to
provide for oneself and others, but also for a sort of balance, an inner
balance: it is risky for man to cultivate an interest so abstract that he
loses contact with reality. Work helps us to stay in touch with reality.
The monk's folded hands bear the calluses of one who holds shovels
and hoes. When, in the Gospel of Luke (cf. 10:38-42), Jesus tells
Saint Martha that the only thing that is truly necessary is to listen to
God, in no way does he mean to disparage the many services that
she was performing with such dedication.

Everything in the human being is "binary": our body is symmetrical,
we have two arms, two eyes, two hands… And so, work and prayer
are also complementary. Prayer - which is the "breath" of everything
- remains as the vital backdrop of work, even in moments in which
this is not explicit. It is inhuman to be so absorbed by work that you
can no longer find the time for prayer.

At the same time, a prayer that alienates itself from life is not healthy.
A prayer that alienates us from the concreteness of life becomes
spiritualism, or worse, ritualism. Let us remember that Jesus, after
revealing his glory to the disciples on Mount Tabor, did not want to
prolong that moment of ecstasy, but instead came down from the
mountain with them and resumed the daily journey. Because that
experience had to remain in their hearts as the light and strength of
their faith; also a light and strength for the days that were soon to
come: those of the Passion. In this way, the time dedicated to being
with God revives faith, which helps us in the practicalities of living,
and faith, in turn, nurtures prayer, without interruption. In this circularity
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between faith, life and prayer, one keeps alight that flame of Christian
love that God expects of us.

And let us repeat the simple prayer that it is so good to repeat during
the day. All together: "Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on
me, a sinner!"

––––––––––––––––

Wednesday, 16 June 2021

Catechesis on prayer : 38.   The Paschal prayer of Jesus for us
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Good morning!

We have recalled several times in this series of catecheses that prayer
is one of the most evident characteristics of Jesus' life: Jesus prayed,
and he prayed a lot. In the course of his mission, Jesus immersed
himself in it because dialogue with the Father was the incandescent
core of his entire existence.

The Gospels testify how Jesus' prayer became even more intense
and deep at the hour of his passion and death. These culminating
events of his life constitute the central core of Christian preaching:
those last hours lived by Jesus in Jerusalem are the heart of the
Gospel, not only because the Evangelists reserve proportionally
greater space to this narrative, but also because the event of his
death and resurrection - like a flash of lightning - sheds light on the
rest of Jesus' life. He was not a philanthropist who took care of human
suffering and illness: he was and is much more. In him there is not
only goodness: there is something more, there is salvation, and not
an episodic salvation - the type that might save me from an illness or
a moment of despair - but total salvation, messianic salvation, which
gives hope in the definitive victory of life over death.

In the days of his last Passover, we thus find Jesus fully immersed in
prayer.

He prays dramatically in the garden of Gethsemane, as we heard,
assailed by mortal anguish. And yet, precisely in that moment, Jesus
addresses God as "Abba", Father (cf. Mk 14: 36). This word, in
Aramaic, which was Jesus' language, expresses intimacy, it expresses
trust. Just as he feels the darkness gather around him, Jesus breaks
through it with that little word: Abba, Father.

Jesus also prays on the cross, obscurely shrouded in God's silence.
And yet once again the word "Father" emerges from his lips. It is the
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most ardent prayer, because on the cross, Jesus is the absolute
intercessor. He prays for others. He prays for everyone, even for those
who have condemned him, with no one, apart from a poor delinquent,
taking his side. Everyone was against him or indifferent; only that
criminal recognized the power. "Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do" (Lk 23:34). In the midst of the tragedy, in the
excruciating pain of soul and body, Jesus prays with the words of the
psalms; with the poor of the world, especially those forgotten by all.
He pronounces the tragic words of Psalm 22: "My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?" (v. 1). He felt abandonment, and he prayed.
On the cross is the fulfilment of the gift of the Father who offers love,
that is, our salvation is fulfilled. And also, once, he calls Him "My
God", "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit": that is, everything,
everything is prayer in the three hours of the Cross.

Jesus therefore prays in the decisive hours of his passion and death.
And with the resurrection, the Father will grant the prayer. Jesus' prayer
is intense, Jesus' prayer is unique, and it also becomes the model for
our prayer. Jesus prayed for everyone: He even prayed for me, for
each one of you. Every one of you can say: "Jesus, on the cross,
prayed for me". He prayed. Jesus can say to every one of us: "I prayed
for you at the Last Supper, and on the wood of the Cross". Even in the
most painful of our suffering, we are never alone. Jesus' prayer is with
us. "And now, Father, here, we who are listening to this, does Jesus
pray for us?". Yes, he continues to pray so that his word may help us
keep going forward. But pray, and remember that he prays for us.

And this seems to me the most beautiful thing to remember. This is the
final catechesis of this series on prayer: to remember the grace that not
only do we pray, but that, so to speak, we have been "prayed for". We
have already been welcomed into Jesus' dialogue with the Father, in
communion with the Holy Spirit. Jesus prays for me: each one of us
can carry this in their  heart. We must not forget this. Even in the worst
moments. We are already welcomed into Jesus' dialogue with the Father,
in communion of the Holy Spirit. We were willed by Christ Jesus, and
even in the hour of his passion, death and resurrection, everything was
offered for us. And so, with prayer and with life, all that remains is only
to have courage and hope, and, with this courage and hope,  to deeply
feel Jesus' prayer  and to keep on going: so that our life may be one of
giving glory to God in the knowledge that he prays for me to the Father,
that Jesus prays for me.

––––––––––––––––
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LIST OF DIOCESAN PRIESTS
With their Phone Numbers, Email IDs & Place of Work

Sl. NAME ASSIGNED AT PHONE &
NO. E- MAIL
1 Fr. Jojibabu Karanam Jubilee Home 9963817386
2 Fr. Jacob Karachira Jubilee Home 9440181224
3 Fr. Anandarao Jalumuru Bheemili 9885377127
4 Fr. Thomas Pulickal Sagar Nagar 9440191373
5 Fr. Varghese Kollamparambil S.Kota 9492640792
6 Fr. Joseph Kochuchira Mangalapalem 9440512354
7 Fr. Lukose Kallakkat Yelamanchili 9440549768
8 Fr. Joseph Anithottam Sabbavaram 9440183276

franithottam@yahoo.com
9 Fr. Peter  Sebastian P. Kakinada-II 9440860683
11 Fr. Francis Pasupuleti Hyderabad 9848035723

fr.francisp@gmail.com
12 Fr. Joy ThomasMamalasery Gajuwaka 9441415740

mamalassery@gmail.com
13 Fr. Balashowry Duggimpudi Maharanipeta 9441749780

fr.d.balashowry@gmail.com
14 Fr. Thomas Elavunkal Yeleswaram 9440253278
15 Fr. Pushpanadham Annu Malkapuram(help) 9866708019
16 Fr. Varghese Chaparath Paderu 9440530098

c.varghese1953@gmail.com
17 Fr. Mariaratnam Yejjala Co-Cathedral 9441860084
18 Fr. Varaprasad Degala Seethammadhara 9849610493

prasudv@gmail.com
19 Fr. Prathap Sarisa Bheemunipatnam 9490562220

sarisapratap9@gmail.com
20 Fr. Joseph Prabhakar P. Draksharam 9440420957

jprabhakarp@gmail.com
21 Fr. Y. V. Ramesh Kumar  Arilova 9440326931

rameshkumaryerra@ymail.com
22 Fr. John Prakash Jonnada VDSS, 9849007248

Co-Cathedral frjohnprakash8@gmail.com
23 Fr. Mariadas Polamarasetty Yanam 08966263737

mariadasp@yahoo.com
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24 Fr. Rajasekhar Kuparala Murali Nagar 9440999684
frrajasekhar@yahoo.com

25 Fr. Ratnakar Kadupukotla Mandapeta 9640066968
26 Fr.  Anand  Yellanki Saligrampuram 9494827272

yellanki19671@gmailcom
27 Fr. Raja Kumar Chitikila Gnanapuram 9440980544

frrajakumar@rediffmail.com
28 Fr. Joseph Bandanadam Saluru-1 9949363742
29 Fr. Jesudas Mycherla Aruku 9866998505

frjesudasmycherla@gmail.com
30 Fr. Lourdaiah Marneni Vizianagaram 9440082837

lourdu72@rediffmail.com
31 Fr. E. A. Ravindra Kumar Rajahmundry 9440921752

agnelravindra@gmail.com
32 Fr. Showri Babu Sanaboyina Pedda Boddeepalli 9951224905
33 Fr. Paramjyothi  Duppalapudi Rector, Bheemili 9440399190

frparam@gmail.com
34 Fr. Stephen Gorantla Anaparthi 949215029

gcorona_22@yahoomail.com
35 Fr. Balashowry Saragadam Butchirajupalem 9666689005

balapmm@rediffmail.com
36 Fr. Elias Pasala Kota Narava 9963817180

p.elias180@gmail.com
37 Fr. Ratnakumar Polamarasetty      Vadlapudi 9440132053

frpratna@yahoo.com

38 Fr. Anthayya Killada Ramachandrapuram        9440543850
fr.anthayya_killada@yahoo.co.in

39 Fr. Jeevan Babu Puvvala Yerrasamanthavalasa     986649435
jeevanbabup25@gmail.com

40 Fr. Yugal Kumar Pasupuleti Koduru 9440638418
yugalkumar_p@yahoo.co.in

41 Fr. Suresh Kumar Telagani U.S.A. 9440597004
telaganisuresh@yahoo.co.in

42 Fr. Arlaiah Pasala Kakinada-I 9866505468
frarlapasala@gmail.com

Sl. NAME ASSIGNED AT PHONE &
NO. E- MAIL
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43 Fr. Varghese Kalapurakudiyil Kottakota 9849816933
jose.kuttan44@gmail.com

44 Fr. A.V. S. Pradeep Malkapuram 9966642913
fr.a.pradeep @gmail.com

45 Fr. Sridhar Arikathota Venkojipalem 7382659353
sridha9353@gmail.com

46 Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar Sivvam B.Ed. College 9866468462
fr.vijaybhaskar@gmail.com

47 Fr. Poondi Vara Prasad R. UGANDA 9848820012
frrpvprasad@gmail.com

48 Fr. Mariadas Chintada Saluru-2, 9701713124
Mary Nagar fr.mariyadas@gmail.com

49 Fr. Jaya Raju Kona Archbishop's 9908715653
House jayarajukona23@gmail.com

50 Fr. Premkumar Boni Addu Road 9059336313
frpremdmcy@gmail.com

51 Fr. Jaya Raju Dondaparthi Makkuva 9492020900
fr.djayaraju@gmail.com

52 Fr. Suresh Chilikoti Badangi 9492952170
suresh.fr.u@gmail.com

53 Fr. Raju Gongada Kondadaba 9010992316
frgraju@gmail.com

54 Fr. Jacob Gunana Velangi 9493215011
55 Fr. Sudhakar Sivvam L.Kota 9493953367
56 Fr. Prakash Rao Arji Pastoral Centre, 9985917381

Divya Vani TV frprakasharji@gmail.com
57 Fr. Chinnappa Kothapalli Prathipadu 8500500922
58 Fr. S.V. Innai Sekhar SamalKota 7702788011

sekhar514 @yahoo.com
59 Fr. Peter Senapathi Anakapalli 9951371387
60 Fr. Dominic Savio Gompa Vengapuram 9676583307

dominicsavio830@gmail.com
61 Fr.  Manoj Kumar Boddapati Godavari 9492437729

manub1983@gmail.com

Sl. NAME ASSIGNED AT PHONE &
NO. E- MAIL
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Sl. NAME ASSIGNED AT PHONE &
NO. E- MAIL

62 Fr. Mohan Prasad Ommi Bobbili 9550740508
frmohanprasad@gmail.com

63 Fr. Velangani Rao Siripuram Gangavaram 8985682059
frvelankani@gmail.com

64 Fr. Rajendra Mamidi Studies 9642559119
rajendramamidi1@gmail.com

65 Fr. Francis Vemagiri Madugula 8500014485
nageswararao111@gmail.com

66 Fr. Anthony Sabbavarapu AUSTRIA 9493739894
sabbavarapuanthony4@gmail.com

67 Fr. Simon Kinthala Yesupuram 9290888013
brsimonk@gmail.com

68 Fr. Simhadri Peter Uttaravalli 9494167922
simhadripeter123@gmail.com

69 Fr. Maripi Pratap Hamsavaram 9885473256
prathapmaripi@yahoo.com

70 Fr. Santhosh Alamanda Vepada 8309399824
santhoshalamanda007@gmail.com

71 Fr. Boddu Sunil  (A.P.P) 8466883265
snlboddu@gmail.com

72 Fr. Bunga Bala Raju (A.P.P) Studies 7901497369
balarajubunga43@gmail.com

73 Fr. Rayappa Morsa (A.P.P) Pachipenta 8309029664
sureshmorsa2020@gmail.com

74 Fr. Killada Anand Rao (A.P.P) Studies 9398392153
anandkillada361@gmail.com

75 Fr. Harry Philips (A.P.P) R.V.Nagar 8309044312
harryphillips103@gmail.com

76 Fr. Pallati Ajay (A.P.P) Yanam 7569761978
ajayajupalletidk@gmail.com

77 Fr. Yandava Mathias (A.P.P) Rajahmundry 8688657168
kumaryandava3@gmail.com

78 Fr. Killada Paul (A.P.P) Saluru-1 6309546191
fathernani1@gmail.com

79 Fr. Yandava Alphonse (A.P.P) R.V.Nagar 9182264184
yandavachiranjeevi10@gmail.com
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Sl. NAME ASSIGNED AT PHONE &
NO. E- MAIL

80 Fr. Vadlapati Mariadas(A.P.P) Boddepalli 8247603166
chinnababu.vadlapati@gmail.com

81 Fr. Palisetti Anand Rao(A.P.P) Bobbili 8555900967
palisettianand9@gmail.com

82 Fr. Yandava Joseph Naresh Gajuwaka 9494313035
ynaresh777@gmail.com

83 Fr. Kondala Kishore Archbishop's 9381639673
House kishorekondala@gmail.com

84 Fr. Madugula David Raju Saluru-2, 7093575746
Mary Nagar

85 Fr. S. Bala Velankkini Naidu Gnanapuram 9490403376
86 Fr. K. Prabhakar  Seethammadhara 8008667851
87 Fr. P. Benjamin Gnanapuram 7997175053
89 Fr. S. Vimala Raju Maharani Peta 8247269385
90 Fr. V. Balaraju St.Ann's Minor 9494210983

Seminary,Bheemili

MAJOR SEMINARIANS OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF
VISAKHAPATNAM  2021-22

THEOLOGY

Sl. Name Year Residence Home
No. address address

1 K.Velangini Raju 4th Theo St. John's Hyderabad Hamsavaram
2 T. Yesu 4th Theo St. John's Hyderabad Uttaravalli
3 Y.Prem Kumar 4th Theo St. John's Hyderabad Bobbili
4  Y. Yohan 4th Theo St. John's Hyderabad Vengapuram
5 Gujjala Prasanna Kumar 3rd  Theo ROME Seethanagaram
6 B. Vinay Kumar 3rd  Theo St. John's Hyderabad Badangi parish
7 P. Anthony Raj 2nd  Theo St. John's Hyderabad Pithapuram
8 S. Thomas 2nd  Theo St. John's Hyderabad Kondadaba
9 P.Ravi Teja 2nd  Theo Papal Seminary, PUNE Mangalapalem
10 P. Deva Raj 1st Theo St. John's Hyderabad Mangalapalem
11 J.Sunil 1st Theo St. John's Hyderabad Hamasavaram
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12 G.Pavan 1st Theo St. John's Hyderabad Rajahmundry
Arugulla Rajendra Regency Archbishop's House Yeleswaram
Kandi Ravindra Regency Madugula Koduru
Ommi Anil Regency RV Nagar Madugula
N. Asish Regency Archbishop's House Kondadaba
Emmanuel Regency Pedaboddepalli

PHILOSOPHY

Sl. Name of the Year Seminary Native Parish
No. Seminarian

1 Tippana  Yuva Chaitanya 3rd Philo Janampeta Kondadaba

2 Gonnabattula Hemanth 3rd Philo Janampeta Vepada

3 Akula Francis Chinni 2nd Philo Janampeta Saligrampuram

4 Alla Guna Surya Final  Philo Kondadaba Mangalapalem

5 Peketi Praveen Final  Philo Kondadaba Yeleswaram

6 A. Deepak Solomon Raju Final  Philo Poonamallee Vizianagaram

7 Gummadi Gregory Paul 1st Philo Janampeta Gnanapuram

8 Voliginti Dolphin 1st Philo Janampeta Maharanipeta

9 Badugu Stephen 1st Philo Janampeta Thorredu

10 Penta Yohanu 1st Philo Janampeta Bobbili

11 Senapathi Anand 1st Philo Kondadaba Vepada

12 Palivela Suresh 1st Philo Kondadaba Draksharama

13 Kakara Rahul (Paulraj) 1st Philo Kondadaba Prathipadu

14 Kanda Rajkumar 1st Philo Kondadaba Adduroad

15 Guthula Premkumar 1st Philo Warangal Yanam

16 Bunga Anandkumar 1st Philo Warangal Gangavaram

17 Bommu Francis 1st Philo Warangal Yanam
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The Days To Remember

Hearty Congratulations  &  Many Happy Returns of the Day
To you, Dear Fathers

1 Birthday

3 Feast Day

10

17
Birthday

22

23

25 Feast Day

Fr. Pushpanadham Annu

Fr. Thomas Pulickal

Fr. Thomas Elavunkal

Fr. Yugal Kumar Pasupuleti

Fr. Simon Kinthala

Fr. S. Vimala Raju

Fr. Jacob Gunana

Fr. Alamanda Santhosh

Fr. S.B.V. Naidu ( Ordination Day)

Fr. Raju Gongada

Fr. Jacob Karachira

Fr. Jacob Gunana

J
U
L
Y
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“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

01-07-1888 Bro. Pierre Perret msfs, 36 years, died at Visakhapatnam
07-07-1869 Fr. Jean Nicolas Decompoix msfs, 46 years, died at Visakhapatnam
09-07-1898 Fr. Francois Mabboux msfs, 68 years, died at Jabalpur
10- 07- 1889 Fr. Amedee Delalex msfs, 62 years, died at Jabalpur
13-07- 1994 Fr. Antony Maplachery, 74 years, died at Vyttila, Kerala
14- 07- 1950 Fr. Vadicherla Joseph, 47 years, died at Visakhapatnam
17- 07- 1899 Bro. Victor Montmasson msfs, 32 years, died at Visakhapatnam
18- 07- 1952 Fr. Jean Baptiste Gonthier msfs, 76 years, died at Visakhapatnam
23-07-1900 Bp. Charles Pelvat, msfs 55 years

(Bishop of Nagpur from 1893 to 1900), died at Nagpur
23-07-2003 Fr. Sebastian Plackithottil msfs, 79 years, died in Visakhapatnam
28-07-1946 Fr. Eugene Ailloud msfs, 77 years, died at Visakhapatnam
30-07-2016 Fr. Mathew Nallanirapel, 56 years, died at Visakhapatnam
30.07.2020 Fr. Abraham Olickal, 82 years , died at Visakhapatnam

NECHROLOGY
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