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The Pastor Speaks …..
We need to give more pastoral care -
Reaching the Unreached…!!

Christian Communities are known for Community
celebration of faith with a lot of joy and
enthusiasm. The covid-19 pandemic in these two
years has taken away most of this joy. We all know virtual Masses
and prayer meetings cannot be true substitutes for the actual
celebrations at which there is the physical presence and personal
participation along with the rest of the fellow believers. Here, we are
placing before you some points to reflect on how best we can reach
out and involve our faithful in the celebrations of our Christian faith
at the parish and village/locality level. This is important to consider
because the big celebrations, macro, in the parish on Sundays and
feast days or special days of celebration, not all are present and
even if present, not all are always personally involved. We suppose,
the benefit of active, personal, and devout participation is not the
same when one is merely devoutly present! At smaller gatherings
and celebrations, there will be greater chance for more people to
actively participate and involve themselves. But, without cancelling
or avoiding bigger celebrations how to have celebrations with smaller
number of faithful gathering together?  At such celebrations there
are more chances that everyone is with everyone else!

A glance at the “Celebration of Christian faith” and ongoing
formation in the discipleship: Our Catholic Church is blessed with
Churches and chapels with frequent opportunities to celebrate our
faith as a community of believers. Depending on the numerical
strength of the given parish or village community, the gatherings
are sources of collective joy. In these celebrations, especially the
celebration of the Eucharist, it is rather well organized and orderly;
faith is not only celebrated but is also renewed and strengthened.
This experience prompts the faithful to frequently come to participate
and celebrate along with others and with the presiding celebrant,
the ordained priest. Mostly, these common gatherings are the only
occasions for the breaking of the Word of God and this is the only
input offered for the ongoing formation and catechesis for the growth



3

and maturity in the Christian faith. But, if these occasions are not
provided frequently or one does not avail the opportunities offered,
there are hardly any chances to learn and be more enlightened
about one’s faith and about one’s call to be the disciple of Jesus
Christ. This is the situation of most of the Catholics in the parishes,
if they are large with many villages and localities, the opportunities
for the celebration of the Holy Mass or prayer meetings is not
even a weekly possibility. Even where the daily and frequent
celebration of the Holy Mass is possible, we know what percentage
of families or individual members come to celebrate faith with the
rest of the community.  Common celebrations, big or small, do not
easily address this deficient situation of the much-needed ongoing
formation in Christian faith and practice. Well prepared “Liturgy of
the Holy Mass,” enabling greater and active participation of the
faithful, can take care of the above need. Preaching during the
Holy Mass based on the selected Scripture readings is a teaching
but it cannot take care of the entire area of faith formation. How to
extend our pastoral care to individuals and the Catholic families in
a given parish? How to reach out to the number of faith
communities in the localities and villages in the parishes? Here,
steps have to be taken to get the faithful involved and to take
responsibility. People coming to the Church should be
complemented with “ the church going to the people in the parish.”
Formation of “Basic or Small Christian Communities, BCCs/SCCs,”
is one good and effective way for the celebration of faith and further
formation in Christian faith. This involves more time and availability,
interest, and dedication from both, the pastors and the faithful,
People of God! Similarly, "Lectio Divina" to pray with the Word of
God.

Reaching out and catering to different sections of the
Community, Children, youth, married couples, women,
migrants, etc.: 

i) Let us start considering the Christian youth in the given
parish or village. In our Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam as a
result a gradual process of reaching out to youth, today most
of the parishes have youth groups though not all the youth in
the parish are coming into the youth group. With regard to
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faith formation and building up conviction in the youth about
Christian faith and about being disciples of Jesus Christ, what
and how pastoral care is organized and extended? We know
how the present scenario of the digital and Google-ling age is.
Exposed to the positivistic mindset that the advancement of
science and technology has brought about, how our youth are
given or have to be given formation that helps them to be deeply
convinced of what Christian faith teaches about God, about the
creation, about the fellow human beings, fellow Christians, about
Jesus Christ and salvation in Him, about the Church and the
sacramental life in the Church, about marriage, family, etc. Who
teaches them and how? Thanks be to God that families help and
the catechesis on the occasion of receiving First Holy Communion
and confirmation, at the time of marriage preparation, etc some
help is given.  It is important that the pastoral care in the parish
gives serious consideration to these concerns of the youth in the
Church by deliberate and planned accompanying of our youth.
They are the hope of the church tomorrow!

II) Children in the parish: Gone are the days of Catholic schools
and boarding homes that could take care to a large extent the
upbringing of children in the Catholic Christian faith. Evidently,
we know the changes that have come and various other factors
that are making it nearly impossible to impart faith formation and
catechesis in the school-going age of our children. Today most
of our children are studying in schools other than the Catholic
schools. Even the availability of children for catechetical
instructions has become a serious challenge. What percentage
of parents and elders in the families are helping children in matters
of faith formation, catechism etc ? Those children who study in
schools and hostels away from their village will be missing what
the parents and catechists could offer. Some serious thinking
and planning should be done at the parish level. Sunday
catechism should be well organized wherever possible, especially
in the urban parishes. But, how about the rural parishes where
most of the faithful in the villages do not come for Holy Mass in
parish headquarters of the parish. As part of our pastoral care,
with the parish priest in the lead, there should be some collective
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thinking, planning, and implementing a program of teaching
catechism. It is important to involve the parents and other family
members.

iii) Married couples, Families, and more especially, women in
the families: It is a well known saying, “family is the domestic
Church.” In the Catholic Church in all our Liturgical gatherings
and prayer meetings, or when retreats are arranged, women
participants outnumber the men. In a lighter vein, we hear being
said, (Catholic Church) “Sree Sabha” is “Sthree Sabha!” One
should not generalize this observation as if men are absent or
disinterested in matters of faith. But, we the Catholics should
recognize and respect the faith and devotion of women in the
families as the strength to the life and mission of the Church.
Our pastoral care in the form of the family apostolate should be
positively and effectively extended to all Catholic families. We
all know that a woman in the family, and Catholic family is no
exception, plays a vital role in all the matters of family life. In
matters of faith as well, the contribution of women in the family
is important. But, there should be some way to form women in
matters of faith. Well informed and enlightened mother along
with the father will be a great source of guidance and care for
the children in the family. In the parish, we must provide
opportunities to women to meet along with other catholic women
to share, reflect, and discuss how their catholic faith is helping
them in facing or handling the responsibilities and challenges in
the day-to-day family life. Such arrangements will also serve as
a support system to the family that strengthens and encourages
them spiritually and socially. These silent churchgoers, women,
should be reached out for their needs to live up to their life in the
family. In the male-dominant culture still prevalent in our society,
should not the liberating Christian faith be a source of strength?
If Self-help groups and “Mahila Mandals” are helping women,
can the Catholic faith not also be the source of strength to Catholic
women? In the parish can we not have an association or group
of Catholic women in the families? These points should come
as part of the pastoral concern in the given parish!
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† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

Conclusion:

Already in the New Testament times, this concern for different sections
was there and the Apostles spoke about this concern.  I am writing
to you, little children, beacuse your sins are forgiven for his
sake.  I am writing to you, Fathers, because you know him who
is from the beginning.  I am writing to you, young men, because
you have overcome the Evil One. I write to you, children,
because you know the father. I write to you fathers, because
you know him who is from the beginning . I write you, young
men, because you are strong, and the word of God, abides in
you, and you have overcome the Evil one. (1Jn. 2:12-14)
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ENGAGEMENTS

SEPTEMBER – 2021

1st - 4th   TCBC Meeting,  Hyderabad

8th Kailasapuram, Feast day Mass at  5.30 p.m.

9th - 10th  Governing Board Meeting, St. John's, Bangalore

11th  Koduru Matha, Feast day Mass at 11.00 a.m.

12th Confirmations,  Vepada Parish, Mass at 9.00 a.m.

Arogyamatha Feast, Venkojipalem, Mass at 6.30 p.m.

15th St. Aloysius’ Non-Formal ITI, Blessing and Inauguration,

Mass at 11.00 a.m.

Feast of Our  Lady of  Sorrows,  Kondadabalu, Mass at 5.30 p.m.

25th Centenary Jubilee of Legion of Mary, closing Celebrations at
Pastoral Centre.

28th MSFS – Provincial Chapter, Inaugural Mass at 10.30 a.m.

OCTOBER – 2021

2nd Feast day, Salur -1( Chinna Veedhi),  Mass at 10.00 a.m.

3rd Year of St. Joseph Celebration, Vadlapudi  Parish, Mass at
9.00 a.m.

10th Confirmations at Godavari Parish, Mass at 8.30 a.m.

15th Speacial Programme on Year of St. Joseph in East Godavari
Deanery at Kakinada

17th Confirmations, Gnanapuram Parish, Mass at 6.30 a.m.

25th Feast day Mass, Vepada Parish, Mass at 6.00 p.m.

31st St. Jude Feast, Gajuwaka Parish, Mass at 5.30 p.m.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. Recollection for the pastoral clergy in September will be at the
deanery level. May the respective deans make arrangements
for the recollection day and inform in advance the priests in the
deanery about the place and time.

2. Mass Wine: From this month onwards Mass wine will be Rs.
175.00 per bottle. We got the new consignment of Mass wine
after about four and half years. This increase of the price is due
to the cost price charged by the suppliers from Goa, the transport
charges, the “Excise department charges, and other expenses
incurred to get all the necessary permissions from the excise
department, Local and the Head Office in Amaravathi.

3. The Directory of Addresses and Telephone Numbers, 2021 is
prepared and released on 19th August, 2021. Maximum efforts
were put in and utmost care is taken to gather up-to-date
information in order to be as accurate as a Directory has to be.
The Directory is available at the office of the secretary, Fr. Kishore
Kondala. All the priests, religious communities, and heads of
institutions can avail a copy of the same. In spite of the care
taken there might still be some omissions or needed corrections.
Kindly help the secretary to make a note of the same and the
next publication in 2022 to make the data more accurate.

4. Women Commission of our Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam under
the leadership of Sr. Sajitha,SAL has been trying  to form women
group or women cell in the parishes but did not somehow the
efforts were not successful. Now, a new initiative is being taken,
namely, with the help of a “sister from the Religious community”
within the parish as animator/coordinator, we want to form the
parish women group. All the married women in the families will
be the members. This provides a platform for women in the parish
to come together once a month to discuss or share about the
concerns of women in general and in particular concerns and
issues related to family life, upbringing of children and youth in
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the families, and also about their contribution to the parish
community. We have written to the superiors of all the women
religious communities asking them to assign one sister for
working as animator and coordinator of the women groups and
their activities. We want to start the women groups first in
the Visakhapatnam urban deanery and in urban centers or
parish headquarters in other deaneries. We hope and pray
this initiative will work out well so that Catholic women will
have a platform to come together. The formation of women
groups does not in any way affect the women members in
the Legion of Mary or Sodality or other associations in the
parish. Here, the good will and cooperation of the parish
priests, and the superiors of each religious community will
help towards the success of the efforts to provide a platform
or the opportunity for women to gather to share, reflect,
and deliberate on the issues related to women!  (Please see
the copy of the letter we have sent to the religious communities
regarding this matter).

5. Our “Divyavani” Channel is completing five years of service to
theTelugu region of Andhra and Telanganastates in spite of the
many challenges that came on its way. We have to thank and
praise God and congratulate one another! Of courses, this
success story is largely due to the generosity of the viewers,
Catholic and non-Catholic Christians in the Telugu States of
Andhra and Telangana. Timely initiatives and decisions of the
members of TCBC and the Board of Directors, good
management by the central staff led by CEO and his team, etc.
helped Divyavani to continue to reach the viewers 24/7. But,
there are fresh and bigger challenges that Corona virus, Covid-
19, has brought along with it. All of us who are connected
with Catholic Church in the Telugu region should continue
to stay with Divyavani. With the increasing cost of all the
things in the market, financial support is really crucial, if
Divyavani has to continue to serve the Telugu Region and
Telugu speaking Catholics across the world. Out
Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam has been in the forefront in
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generously supporting Divyavani during the last five years.
Let us continue the same. YouTube facility has been truly
helpful to reach the local parish communities and selected
viewers. While continuing with such helpful initiatives it is
important to see that Divyavani is not hurt. This means we have
to be generous in sponsoring Divyavani programs and continue
with the monthly or yearly contributions which we have been
giving! This is the way to own this only Catholic Telugu T.V.
Channel!!

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

The Holy See
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2021
“We cannot but speak about what we have seen and

heard” (Acts 4:20)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Once we experience the power of God’s love, and recognize his
fatherly presence in our personal and community life, we cannot
help but proclaim and share what we have seen and heard. Jesus’
relationship with his disciples and his humanity, as revealed to us in
the mystery of his Incarnation, Gospel and Paschal Mystery, shows
us the extent to which God loves our humanity and makes his own
our joys and sufferings, our hopes and our concerns (cf. Gaudium
et Spes, 22). Everything about Christ reminds us that he knows well
our world and its need for redemption, and calls us to become actively
engaged in this mission: “Go therefore to the highways and byways,
and invite everyone you find” (Mt 22:9). No one is excluded, no one
need feel distant or removed from this compassionate love. 

The experience of the Apostles 

The history of evangelization began with the Lord’s own passionate
desire to call and enter into friendly dialogue with everyone, just as
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they are (cf. Jn 15:12-17). The Apostles are the first to tell us this;
they remembered even the day and the hour when they first met
him: “It was about four o’clock in the afternoon” (Jn 1:39).
Experiencing the Lord’s friendship, watching him cure the sick, dine
with sinners, feed the hungry, draw near to the outcast, touch the
unclean, identify with the needy, propose the Beatitudes and teach
in a new and authoritative way, left an indelible mark on them,
awakening amazement, expansive joy and a profound sense of
gratitude. The prophet Jeremiah describes this experience as one
of a consuming awareness of the Lord’s active presence in our
heart, impelling us to mission, regardless of the sacrifices and
misunderstandings.

it may entail (cf. 20:7-9). Love is always on the move, and inspires
us to share a wonderful and hope-filled message: “We have found
the Messiah” (Jn 1:41). With Jesus, we too have seen, heard and
experienced that things can be different. Even now, he has
inaugurated future times, reminding us of an often forgotten
dimension of our humanity, namely, that “we were created for a
fulfilment that can only be found in love” (Fratelli Tutti, 68). A future
that awakens a faith capable of inspiring new initiatives and shaping
communities of men and women who, by learning to accept their
own frailty and that of others, promote fraternity and social friendship
(cf., 67). The ecclesial community reveals its splendour whenever
it recalls with gratitude that the Lord loved us first (cf. 1 Jn 4:19).
“The loving predilection of the Lord surprises us, and surprise by its
very nature cannot be owned or imposed by us… Only in this way
can the miracle of gratuitousness, the gratuitous gift of self, blossom.
Nor can missionary fervour ever be obtained as a result of reasoning
or calculation. To be ‘in a state of mission’ is a reflection of gratitude”
(Message to the Pontifical Mission Societies, 21 May 2020). Even
so, things were not always easy. The first Christians began the life
of faith amid hostility and hardship. Experiences of marginalization
and imprisonment combined with internal and external struggles
that seemed to contradict and even negate what they had seen
and heard. Yet, rather than a difficulty or an obstacle leading them
to step back or close in on themselves, those experiences impelled
them to turn problems, conflicts and difficulties into opportunities
for mission. Limitations and obstacles became a privileged occasion
for anointing everything and everyone with the Spirit of the Lord.
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 Nothing and no one was to be excluded from the message of
liberation. We have a vivid testimony to all this in the Acts of the
Apostles, a book which missionary disciples always have within
easy reach. There we read how the fragrance of the Gospel spread
as it was preached, awakening the joy that the Spirit alone can
bestow. The Book of Acts teaches us to endure hardship by clinging
firmly to Christ, in order to grow in the “conviction that God is able
to act in any circumstance, even amid apparent setbacks” and in
the certainty that “all those who entrust themselves to God will bear
good fruit” (Evangelii Gaudium, 279). The same holds true for us:
our own times are not easy. The pandemic has brought to the fore
and amplified the pain, the solitude, the poverty and the injustices
experienced by so many people. It has unmasked our false sense
of security and revealed the brokenness and polarization quietly
growing in our midst. Those who are most frail and vulnerable have
come to feel even more so. We have experienced discouragement,
disillusionment and fatigue; nor have we been immune from a
growing negativity that stifles hope. For our part, however, “we do
not proclaim ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as
your slaves for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor 4:5). As a result, in our
communities and in our families, we can hear the powerful message
of life that echoes in our hearts and proclaims: “He is not here, but
has risen (Lk 24:6)! This message of hope shatters every form of
determinism and, to those who let themselves be touched by it,
bestows the freedom and boldness needed to rise up and seek
with creativity every possible way to show compassion, the
“sacramental” of God’s closeness to us, a closeness that abandons
no one along the side of the road. In these days of pandemic, when
there is a temptation to disguise and justify indifference and apathy
in the name of healthy social distancing, there is urgent need for
the mission of compassion, which can make that necessary
distancing an opportunity for encounter, care and promotion. “What
we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), the mercy we have
experienced, can thus become a point of reference and a source of
credibility, enabling us to recover a shared passion for building “a
community of belonging and solidarity worthy of our time, our energy
and our resources (Fratelli Tutti, 36). The Lord’s word daily rescues
and saves us from the excuses that can plunge us into the worst
kind of skepticism: “Nothing changes, everything stays the same”.
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To those who wonder why they should give up their security, comforts
and pleasures if they can see no important result, our answer will
always remain the same: “Jesus Christ has triumphed over sin and
death and is now almighty. Jesus Christ is truly alive” (Evangelii
Gaudium, 275) and wants us to be alive, fraternal, and capable of
cherishing and sharing this message of hope. In our present
circumstances, there is an urgent need for missionaries of hope
who, anointed by the Lord, can provide a prophetic reminder that
no one is saved by himself. 

Like the Apostles and the first Christians, we too can say with complete
conviction: “We cannot but speak about what we have seen and
heard” (Acts 4:20). Everything we have received from the Lord is
meant to be put to good use and freely shared with others. Just as
the  Apostles saw,  heard  and touched the saving power of Jesus
(cf. 1 Jn 1:1-4), we too can daily touch the sorrowful and glorious
flesh of Christ. There we can find the courage to share with everyone
we meet a destiny of hope, the sure knowledge that the Lord is ever
at our side. As Christians, we cannot keep the Lord to ourselves: the
Church’s evangelizing mission finds outward fulfilment in the
transformation of our world and in the care of creation. 

An invitation to each of us 

The theme of this year’s World Mission Day – “We cannot but speak
about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), is a summons to
each of us to “own” and to bring to others what we bear in our
hearts. This mission has always been the hallmark of the Church,
for “she exists to evangelize” (SAINT PAUL VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi,
14). Our life of faith grows weak, loses its prophetic power and its
ability to awaken amazement and gratitude when we become
isolated and withdraw into little groups. By its very nature, the life of
faith calls for a growing openness to embracing everyone,
everywhere. The first Christians, far from yielding to the temptation
to become an elite group, were inspired by the Lord and his offer of
new life to go out among the nations and to bear witness to what
they had seen and heard: the good news that the Kingdom of God
is at hand. They did so with the generosity, gratitude and nobility
typical of those who sow seeds in the knowledge that others will
enjoy the fruit of their efforts and sacrifice. I like to think that “even
those who are most frail, limited and troubled can be missionaries



14

in their own way, for goodness can always be shared, even if it
exists alongside many limitations” (Christus Vivit, 239). 

On World Mission Day, which we celebrate each year on the
penultimate Sunday of October, we recall with gratitude all those
men and women who by their testimony of life help us to renew our
baptismal commitment to be generous and joyful apostles of the
Gospel. Let us remember especially all those who resolutely set
out, leaving home and family behind, to bring the Gospel to all those
places and people athirst for its saving message. 

Contemplating their missionary witness, we are inspired to be
courageous ourselves and to beg “the Lord of the harvest to send
out labourers into his harvest” (Lk 10:2). We know that the call to
mission is not a thing of the past, or a romantic leftover from earlier
times. Today too Jesus needs hearts capable of experiencing
vocation as a true love story that urges them to go forth to the
peripheries of our world as messengers and agents of compassion.
He addresses this call to everyone, and in different ways. We can
think of the peripheries all around us, in the heart of our cities or our
own families. Universal openness to love has a dimension that is
not geographical but existential. Always, but especially in these times
of pandemic, it is important to grow in our daily ability to widen our
circle, to reach out to others who, albeit physically close to us, are
not immediately part of our “circle of interests” (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 97).
To be on mission is to be willing to think as Christ does, to believe
with him that those around us are also my brothers and sisters.
May his compassionate love touch our hearts and make us all true
missionary disciples. 

May Mary, the first missionary disciple, increase in all the baptized
the desire to be salt and light in our lands (cf. Mt 5:13-14). 

Given in Rome, Saint John Lateran,   6 January 2021
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord.   Franciscus

–– u –– u –– u ––
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INSTRUCTION  FROM

THE METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL OF
VISAKHAPATNAM

What is a Catholic Marriage?

The Catholic Church understands marriage to be an enduring and
exclusive partnership for the mutual giving and receiving of love
and the procreation and education of children. Marriage is much
more than a legal contract; it is a sacred bond in which a man and
a woman totally commit themselves to the good of each other for
their entire lives. A sacramental bond can be dissolved only by the
death of one of the spouses.

What is a valid Catholic Marriage?

In the Catholic Church, a marriage is considered valid when:

1. It is celebrated in a ceremony which is legally acceptable in the
eyes of the Church [Proper Canonical Form]

2. Both parties are free to marry each other [No Impediments]

3. Each party intends from the beginning of the marriage to accept
God’s plan for married life as taught by the Church [Properties
of Marriage]

4. Each party has the physical and the psychological ability to live
out the consent initially given at the wedding [Consent]

The Church presumes that every marriage is valid until the
opposite is proven beyond a reasonable doubt.

What is an Annulment?

An annulment, properly called a declaration of nullity, is a discovery
that at the time of the wedding, some essential feature was not
present, the marriage was incomplete, and the Church, after thorough
investigation, declares that a valid marriage did not exist. 

Is this same as Divorce?

A declaration of nullity is not some sort of “Catholic divorce” by
which the Church allows the marriage bond to be broken.  Unlike a
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civil divorce, a declaration of nullity does not claim to break the
marriage bond, but it is rather a statement that the marriage, as it is
understood by the Church, was never validly existed in the first
place (that there was from the start no true marriage). Civil divorce
dissolves and/or breaks a marriage, while a church’s decree of
nullity declares that there never was a true bond to begin with. So
it’s never a divorce.

How is the nullity of Marriage declared?

In a declaration of nullity process, the tribunal judges conduct an
investigation into the circumstances surrounding the marriage,
especially prior to and at the time the couple exchanged their vows. 
The judges evaluate and examine the marriage for the necessary
elements of a valid union: consent, permanence, fidelity, true
companionship and love of the spouses, and openness to bearing
and educating children. The tribunal seeks to determine if there was
anything that prevented those elements from being present from
the beginning or if one or both spouses were unable to enter into a
valid union due to physical, psychological or circumstantial causes.

What is a Tribunal?

A tribunal is the Church’s court of justice. As the compassionate
arm of the Church, a tribunal is where rights are upheld and justice
is rendered in judicial matters pertaining to ecclesiastical law. The
Tribunal’s purpose is two-fold: the first is to safeguard the rights of
all Catholics in the Archdiocese, from Archbishop to catechumen. 
The second is to act as a trial court for contentious cases referred
to it by the Archbishop.

From a practical standpoint, a tribunal functions principally in the
investigation of marriage nullity cases. The entire process leading
to a declaration of nullity is regulated by the 1983 Code of Canon
Law and other Ecclesiastical norms, which are universal and
govern tribunals in every diocese throughout the world.  

Do the declarations of the Tribunal have civil effects?

Declarations of nullity have no civil effects. There are no civil effects
of a Church Declaration of Nullity.  It does not affect in any manner
the legitimacy of children (see Canon 1137), property rights, inheritance
rights, visitations rights, names, etc. A Church annulment is a
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declaration from the Catholic Church that a particular union, presumably
begun in good faith and thought by all to be a valid marriage, was
in fact an invalid union as the Catholic Church defines marriage. 
There is no attempt in the annulment process to accuse or to punish
individuals.  On the contrary the purpose of an annulment procedure
is, whenever possible, to reconcile persons to full sacramental
participation in the community of the Catholic Church. 

What is the Office of the Tribunal?

The Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam is appointed by
the Archbishop with the power to adjudicate in accordance with
Canon Law. Among its primary duties is to examine petitions for a
Declarations of Nullity, in which someone petitions the tribunal to
determine if their prior marriage may be declared null. 

About the Tribunal For Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam

The title of the Tribunal is METROPOLITAN ECCLESIASTICAL
TRIBUNAL OF VISAKHAPATNAM (METV-00/0000), with the office
at the Archbishop’s House. 

The role of the Parish Priest and other details will be given in the
future editions.

Fr. AVS Pradeep

Judicial Vicar
Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam

WOMEN COMMISSION
(Letter sent to the Superiors of all the Communities)

Dear Sr. Superior/ Animator

Greetings of peace in the Lord! Hope you and your community are
doing well and your apostolic services are going on well!

I am writing this letter to place before you a proposal made by Sr.
Sajitha, SAL, the Secretary of the Archdiocesan Commission for
Women and her team, Srs. Sr. Jacintha and Sr. Padma, Sisters of
St. Joseph of Annecy. Let me explain..!

In the past, sisters in most of the communities were involved in
family visits in the parishes and missions. I am sure it was doing lot
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of good for the families and for the sisters as well. It was a way to
be involved with the faithful in the parish.  But, now it is not being
done like in the past, perhaps not being possible as before or maybe
it is continued to some extent by some communities. Now, the fresh
proposal is to form a Women group in every parish with all the
catholic women as the members. For this we want your cooperation. 
The proposal is that Each (Women) religious community in the
given parish assigns one member, sister, to coordinate and
facilitate the Women Group and its activities in the parish. The
purpose is to provide a “platform” or an “opportunity” for Catholic
women, especially the mothers, to come together to discuss and
share with one another about issues and concerns related to
women in the families and in the society. As of now, there is no
such platform exclusively for Catholic women, though there are
women members in the parish council, Legion of Mary, Sodality,
etc. The Women Commission wants to try to form these “Women
Groups” in every parish, of course, with the collaboration and
help of the parish priest and his collaborators in the pastoral care
of the faithful.  We hope and pray this effort bears fruit and there
will be Catholic Women groups in all the parishes! 

Dear sister superior, I am asking you to assign one sister from your
community who can be the animator and coordinator of the Women
cell in the parish. We already informed to the priests on the
Recollection day and I hope they too will take interest for the success
of this initiative. From the Women Commission Sr. Sajitha, SAL,
the secretary, along with Sr. Jacintha and Sr. Padma, Sisters of St
Joseph of Annecy, are going to organize a meeting on 27 of August
(St. Monica’s Feast) at pastoral central Visakhapatnam from 9.30
am to 1 p.m. You may send the assigned sister of your community
for this first meeting to brief you further on this proposal.

Thanking you in anticipation for your cooperation and with prayerful
wishes,

Yours in the Lord,

+ Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam  

N.B.: Contact : Sr. Sajitha   - 7382766236
Sr. Jacintha - 7989020555
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Women’s Commission
Arch Diocese of Visakhapatnam

Meeting for the Sister Animators of Women cell in parishes,
27th August, 2021

A Report :
The meeting was held on 27-08-
2021 at Pastoral Centre,
Visakhapatnam.  Total 31 sisters
from 22 parishes participated in
the meeting. The session began
with the invoking of the Holy Spirit
by Sr. Mirium SAL, followed by
welcome address by Sr. Padma
St. Joseph of Annecy.

The introductory message was given by Rt. Rev. Mallavarapu
Prakash Arch Bishop of Visakhapatnam. In his introductory talk
Bishop expressed his appreciation for the efforts taken to initiate to
form the women commission in the parishes of the diocese. He
further said that this forum of women, the “women cell” will consist
of all women in the parish and it will give a platform for the catholic
women to come together and share their concerns, organize
programmes on occasions etc.... The sisters will be the animators
who will help the women to organize themselves and form the women
cell and take up the responsibilities. He assured his support and
cooperation in the success this program.
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1) National Youth Day Celebrations in
Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam
“I encourage you always to be “living stones in the Church,

to build up the Church, by being united to Jesus.
Catholic Action without Jesus is pointless, it becomes an NGO, and

there are many of these, it doesn’t work”

Pope Francis, Young People of the Italian Catholic Action, 2013

The Holy Father always
exhorts the young people to be
Christ centred and live their
lives through Jesus. In
consonance with call of the
Holy Father, the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam undeterred by
the pandemic situation made a
clarion call on all the churches
by involving the Youth in reinvigorating their faith.

PASTORAL CENTRE

News

Sr. Sajitha SAL gave a general orientation about the National
Women Commission, its aims and   objectives. She also shared
the few activities that were conducted in the diocese which could
reach only to very minimum women. Hence it is a need to form the
women cell in the parishes and the sisters are there with them as
mediators from diocese to the parish.

Sr. Jacintha St. Joseph of Annecy explained to the group about
how to form the women cell and the core group and its functioning.
After which there was an open discussion where the sisters clarified
their doubts and made their suggestions. Sr. Sajitha proposed the
vote of thanks and at 12.30 pm the meeting came to an end. The
meal of love was served.

               Sr. Sajitha, SAL
Secretary for Women’s Commission

                  Diocese of Visakhapatnam
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Theme: Get up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you
for this purpose, to appoint you to serve and testify to things in
which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you
(Acts26/16).

It was a great and joyful day for all the youth of the Nation on 8th of
Aug. 2021, because the youth rejoiced on the National Youth Day.
Keeping up the vibrant spirit, the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam
celebrated the Youth Day in every parish under the guidance of
their respective parish priests and the Fathers in charge of the Youth.
The feedback from al the parishes what that It was a truly memorable
experience for all the youth of the Archdiocese
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In the Archdiocese there were a number of initiatives to celebrate
the Youth of the Catholic Church

v His Grace Most Rev. Archbishop Mallavarapu Prakash
concelebrated the Eucharistic Celebration at Madhurawada
Parish and gave an inspiring message to all the youth of the
parish on how they must be a sign and witness of the Lord
during this time of Covid 19  and preserve the faith of the church.

v Rev. Fr. Arji Prakash, the Youth Director of the Archdiocese joined
the celebration of Youth Day at Venkojipalem Parish and gave
a wonderful motivational message to all the youth of the parish,
encouraging them to be worthy witnesses for Christ.

v Fr. Arji Prakash also rejuvenated the youth at Salur parish
commemorating Youth Day which began with a Taize Prayer
which was so inspiring for the youth who were immersed with
the fruits of the Holy Spirit. He shared a beautiful and meaningful
message with them quoting so many stories and tennets from
the Bible which was totally interactive and participative for the
young people.

v In Every Parish of the diocese there was a commemorative
celebration of National Youth Day with different programmes
beginning with Holy Eucharist with the creative liturgy like
entrance dance, prayer of the faithful and harathi so on.followed
by Motivational Talks where youth were invited to be the soldiers
or prayer warriors of their own parish and walk as witnesses to
Christ through their renewed lifestyles.

v After the innovative ways of celebrating the Eucharist, the youth
in different parishes of the diocese had cultural programmes
followed by games which infused new energy and happiness
into their very hearts and minds. Soon after that youth had a
sumptuous lunch symbolising the fraternal sharing of the
fellowship meal which made them joyful.

Conclusion:

We thank God profusely at all times for endowing his bountiful
blessings and for gifting us this day of celebration, enriching all the
youth on National Youth Day. I would like to thank His Grace our
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Archbishop Mallavarapu Prakash thandrigaru and The youth
Director Rev. Fr. Arji Prakash for their wisdom, guidance and
support in coordinating celebrations  in every Parish of the
Archdiocese.

Our grateful thanks to all the Parish Priests of respective parishes,
who left no stone unturned in arranging and encouraging the youth
on that day with varied activities inspite of the many challenges.
Finally I thank all the Youth Body members of each parish for their
creative ideas in celebrating this day and for coming to celebrate
this day in a worthy way. Thank you all.

Diocese Youth President,

 Fathima Anthony
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New Chapel Dedicated to Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Kuyyeru - Yanam

Catholic Mission at
Yanam had its roots dated
back to the seventeenth
century. The period was
marked for the development
of Commerce with market
vastly influenced by the
West. Merchants from
Portuguese, Netherlands,
France and Britain had
dominated the trade in our

Land. Necessity gave way for the Church in attending the spiritual
needs of these merchants. Missionaries, under the influence of
Padroado attending on the Merchants. Thus, begun the presence
of Christ’s faithful in and around Yanam.

Seventeenth Century witnessed a paradigm shift in the Church’s
position for its Missions in then the Third World. The Mission and
its development of this vast array had been brought under newly
found Sacred Congregation: Propaganda Fide. This Dicastery
called in The Missionaries of St Francis De Sales to help spread
the Good News among the peoples in Central India Region having
its headquarters in Visakhapatnam. These Missionaries landed
first in Yanam (1846). Missionaries had given impetus to the
Evangelist activity in and around Yanam.

The Diocesan Clergy begun its Service in the Station from early
1970s. Since then, taking cue from their forerunners, understanding
the challenges ahead; Clerics are at work with a couple of brief
interceptions. In the course of time parishes like Draksharama,
Anaparthy, Mandapeta, Velangi, K Gangavaram, Ramachandrapuram
and Tallarevu had emerged bifurcated from Yanam leaving with it
ten substations.

The believing community at Kuyyeru is one among these ten.
Catholic presence had its humble beginning way back in 1959
with the first baptism recorded of the person hailing from Kuyyeru.
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Tatapudi Saramma (Seethamma) received baptism on 27-09-1959
paving the way for the Priest to visit the place on regular basis.
Frequent visit to the place and the cooperation received from the
locals enabledmany receive Christ-the Light into their lives. In early
1970s Bishop strengthened the missionary activity granting the
Services of an assisting priest to the one already serving at Yanam.
Experience and Dynamism of the Parish Priest and his Assistant
respectively helped the Mission increase in quality and quantity.

Sensing the need for spiritual animation Bishop Ignatius Gopu
purchased eight cents of land in 1969 and 1971. In the following
year Fr Maipan Paul got constructed a Chapel. It had been enabling
Christ’s flock united in prayer until was pulled down in September
2020. It survived through various cyclones including the worst hit
in 1996. But with HudHud cyclone in 2014 hitting the East Coast,
Kuyyeru had its share. The roof of the Church was disturbed and
steadily the tiles started falling. The faithful had been compelled
from using it no more as it became hazardous by early 2020.

A few unsuccessful attempts were made to construct a new Chapel
earlier in 1996 and 2014. Now Providence, listening to the cries of
the Faithful, prompted generous indigenous donors. With their
overwhelming generosity a rather beautiful Chapel got raised up
within the span of eight months. God be praised ever more.
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We, the faithful of our Parish and particularly that of Kuyyeru Village
were in ecstasy on August 24, 2021 (Tuesday) when our dear
archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, bishop Most Rev.
Dr. Maipan Paul, Priests from neighborhood, faithful from all our
villages, friends from far and wide gathering around the newly
constructed chapel blessing it and giving it to us for our use. This
spiritual experience will ever remain with us. Our archbishop said
the Mass dedicating the Chapel to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
while bishop Maipan Paul recalling all his past memories with the
places and peoples around this area preached the homily. At the
end both bishops shared in honoring the men behind the screen
toiling in constructing this church. With the sumptuous meal served
to all the day ended leaving us in awesome happiness and in no
doubt leaving us with the sentiments of responsibility to lead our
lives in perfect gratitude to God and everyone who made this day
possible in our lives for great is granted upon us and great will be
demanded of us.

Fr. Polamarasetty Mariadas
Parish Priest, Yanam

ERECTION OF THE NEW PARISH AT TALLAREVU

It was a long awaited desire for the MSFS Visakhapatnam Province
to have a Parish at Yanam, in memory of the landing of our first
Missionaries. It is during the reign of His grace Most. Rev. Dr.
Mallavarapu Prakash, the Archbishop of Visakhapatnam, who took
initiative to actualize it. He entrusted to MSFS Visakhapatnam
Province, three villages, forming Tallarevu as the Parish, bifurcating
from the Yanam Parish. Fr. Polamarasetty Maridas, Parish Priest of
Yanam along with Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy, the designated Parish
Priest of Tallarevu took all efforts to make necessary arrangements
for the inauguration of the New Parish.   The officiating ceremony
took place on 25th of August 2021, whereby His grace Most. Rev. Dr.
Mallavarapu Prakash announced the decree of the erection of the
New Parish at Tallarevu in the solemn Eucharistic celebration, in the
presence of Very. Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu MSFS, the Provincial
Superior. Good Number of MSFS Priests and Diocesan Priests from
the vicinity were present. After the Holy Eucharistic celebration His
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grace Most. Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, entrusted the
responsibility of the New Parish to Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy,
who took charge as the first Parish Priest of Tallarevu. The
celebration concluded with a fellowship meal.

Fr. Ch. Rajesh
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“The family is, so to speak, the domestic Church.”
(Lumen Gentium-11)

Invitation
A DAY OF RENEWAL OF FAMILY COMMITMENTS

The Family Commission of the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam
invites the married couples (upto 10 yrs of marriage) of all the
parishes of Vizag urban deanery for a day of renewal & strengthening
of marriage & family commitments at Rakshnagiri, Gnanapuram

on 10th September 2021 (Friday)

PROGRAMME

09:00 a.m. : Registration

09:30 a.m. : Rosary, Praise & Worship

10:00 a.m. : 1St Talk - |ü]X¯ó<ä∆ Á>∑+<∏ëìï nqTdü]+∫ $yêVü≤+, <ëì ns¡ú+

11:00 a.m. : Tea Break

11:20 a.m. : 2nd Talk - H˚{Ï J$‘·+˝À yÓ’yêVæ≤ø£ ã+<Ûä+, $\Te\T

12:40 a.m. : Lunch

02:00 p.m. : Eucharistic Adoration & Confessions

03:00 p.m. : Holy Mass by His Grace Most Rev. Dr. M. Prakash,
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam Renewal of marital promises

04:00 p.m. : Tea & Dispersal.

Doctors will be available to help those who are
in need of family counselling

Resource Person : Msgr. Rev. Fr. Dusi Devaraj, M.Th.
(Family Apostolate) Srikakulam.

Counsellor : Sr. Dr.G. Suguna, PGDFM
(Family Physician/Medical officer)
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Mary Land,
Visakhapatnam
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Counsellor : Dr. B.J.P. Mallika, MD, Psychiatry, Associate
Professor of Psychiatry AMC, Govt Hospital
for Mental Care, Visakhapatnam

Counsellor : Dr. N. Annapurna, MD Psychiatry,
Asst. Professor of Psychiatry AMC, Govt Hospital
for Mental Care, Visakhapatnam

Kindly encourage your faithful to participate and to register the
names on or before 06.09.2021 to make appropriate arrangements.

Yours in Christ

Fr. Ch.Rajakumar
Diocesan Director,

Commission for Family
Cell : 9440980544

O GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD FOR HE IS GOOD

Legion of Mary is a lay apostolate spread world wide since 1921.
It is a great helping hand in the Parishes to the Priests and faith-
ful.  Its aim is to cultivate individual sanctity and the sanctity of
others. Legionaries have the responsibility to reach the goal
through prayer and service. Visiting old age home, Orphanages,
disabled, the sick at home and hospitals; conducting prayer ser-
vices; helping the priest in the reunion of marital life and families,
preparing for the sacraments are some services rendered.  On

VISAKHAPATNAM REGIA
(ANDHRA PRADESH)

(Visakhapatnam, Srikakulam, Eluru, Vijayawada, Guntur,
Nellore) Pastoral Centre, Archbishop’s house, St.

Anthony’s Church, Maharaanipeta Visakhapatnam 530
002, Andhra Pradesh, India

NB: Registration Fee Rs.150/-  per couple.
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7th Sep 1921 Legion of Mary, started in Dublin, Ireland by some
lay devotees.   It is founded by Br. Frank Duff through the inter-
cession of Mother Mary to defeat the devil and to spread the
kingdom of God.   The army spread around the world with lakhs
of Marian soldiers.   Visakhapatnam Regia has thousands of
active legionaries.   Br. Frank Duff himself formed the hand book,
Legionaries have to follow the regulations from the hand book
all over the globe.   He had an opportunity to attend the Vatican
Council II, Many pontiffs Praise Legion of Mary; one of them
says Legion of Mary is back bone to the Parish.

Presidia (the Prime) -> Curia -> Comitia -> Regia -> Senates ->
Concilium (the higher) are the offices respectively.   The lower
office has the duty to report to its higher office directly or through
mail.   Beginning from the lower office (Presidium) up to Regia
all the executives have the responsibility to attend the meetings
held once in a month.   The religious (mostly priests) are the
Spiritual Directors; Legionaries act as directed by them.  Under
the blessings and guidance of Most Rev. Prakash M.   Arch-
bishop of Visakhapatnam ; Respective bishops of Srikakulam,
Eluru, Vijayawada, Gunturu and Nellore;   Spiritual Director Rev.
Fr. Prakash A of Visakhapatnam Regia is developing its mission.

2021 is the great Centenary Jubilee year of Legion of Mary due
to Covid 19 the opportunity to celebrate with great multitude has
been lost.  But the legionaries of Visakhapatnam Regia had the
privilege  to commemorate   beginning of the Jubilee on 12th
March.  By the grace of God providence Centenary closing cel-
ebrations might be held on the 25th September.   Visakhapatnam
Regia on behalf of World’s Legion of Mary thank the Holy Trinity.
May God the Father protect us;   His son give us grace Holy
Spirit fill us with strength to proceed for the intention to be ful-
filled by our pioneers.  May the soul departed Rest In Peace.

 Wishing you prosperous bright future.
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1 Doddi Shekhar, Mangalapalem 500
2 P. Anand Rao and Family, Mangalapalem 1000
3 P. Ashish and Akhil, Mangalapalem 500
4 P. Prasad Rao and Family, Mangalapalem 2000
5 P. Francis and Family, Mangalapalem 500
6 P. Vijay Kumar and Family, Mangalapalem 1000
7 P. Mariadas and Family, Mangalapalem 1000
8 Y. Anthony Raj and Family, Mangalapalem 1000
9 Unknown 1000
10 Unknown 500
11 Unknown 500
12 Name Not Disclosed 50000
13 St  Francis’ de Sales Church, Chinna Waltair 3000
14 St Peters’ Cathedral, Gnanapuram 30000
15 St Anns’ RCM Church, Yanam 10000
16 Our Lady of Fatima Church, Tallarevu 5000
17 St Francis of Assici Church, Madhurawada 10000
18 Kondadaba SMR 3000
19 Arunodaya, Kirlampudi Layout 5000
20 Ravi Thomas & Assuntha Ravi, Vizag Steel Plant 1000
21 St Thomas’ Parish, Bucchirajpalem 5000
22 St Anns’ Co-Cathedral 10000
23 St Mother Theresa RCM Church, Kota Narava 5000
24 St Josephs’ Hospital, Maryland 5000
25 Vishakapuri Mary Matha Shrine 4000
26 Lucy Sisters 2500
27 St Anne’s Convent, Chintapalli 5000
28 Unknown 5000
29 Unknown 2000
30 Unknown 5000

Total 1,75,000

S.No.

Pastoral Visits and other Contribution in the
Month of July and August

AmountName of the Parish, Institutions and Laity
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Days Observed at National and International Level
SEPTEMBER

5th     Teachers’ Day (India) World Charity day

8th      Girl Child Day, World Literacy Day (UNESCO)

15th    Engineer’s Day (India)

21st    Day for Peace & Non – violence (UN)

26th    Day of the Deaf

Hearty Condolences to
Frs. A.V.S. Pradeep & P. Joseph Prabhakar

August 5th was a day of sorrow to Rev. Fr. A. V. S. Pradeep and his
uncle Fr. P. Joseph Prabhakar and his family members who lost
their beloved one, Mr.A. Anthony father of Fr. Pradeep and brother
- in - law of Fr. Joseph Prabhakar. Some of our priests, religious
Fathers and Sisters were present for the funeral Mass on 6th as
well as for the  memorial mass, which was held on 11th of August, at
Infant Jesus Church Seethammadhara Parish. Let us all pray for
the repose soul of Mr. A. Anthony that he may enjoy the everlasting
bliss. We the clergy and religious of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese
express our deep sorrow and heartfelt condolence to our beloved
Fr. A. V. S. Pradeep, his uncle Fr. P. Joseph Prabhakar and to all
their family members and relatives.
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL  AUDIENCE

Wednesday, 4 August 2021

Catechesis: 3.   There is just one Gospel
Dear Brothers and Sisters, good morning!

When it comes to the Gospel and the mission to evangelise, Paul
is enthusiastic, he comes out of himself. He seems to see nothing
other than this mission that the Lord has entrusted to him. Everything
in him is dedicated to this proclamation, and he has no interest
other than the Gospel. It is Paul’s love, Paul’s interest, Paul’s
profession: to proclaim. He even goes so far as to say: ‘Christ did
not send me to baptise, but to preach the Gospel’ (1 Cor 1:17).
Paul interprets his whole existence as a call to evangelise, to make
Christ’s message known, to make the Gospel known: “Woe to me”,
he says, “if I do not preach the Gospel” (1 Cor 9:16). And writing to
the Christians of Rome, he presents himself simply as follows: “Paul,
a servant of Christ Jesus, an apostle by calling, chosen to proclaim
the Gospel of God” (Rom 1:1). This is his vocation. In short, he is
aware that he has been “set apart” to bring the Gospel to all, and
he cannot but devote himself with all his strength to this mission.

One can therefore understand the sadness, the disappointment
and even the bitter irony of the Apostle towards the Galatians, who
in his eyes are taking the wrong path, which will lead to them to a
point of no return: they have taken the wrong path. The pivot around
which everything revolves is the Gospel. Paul does not think of the
“four Gospels”, as is natural for us, Indeed, while he is sending this
Letter, none of the four Gospels had yet been written. For him the
Gospel is what he preaches, what is called the kerygma, that is,
the proclamation. And what proclamation? That of the death and
resurrection of Jesus as the source of salvation. A Gospel that is
expressed in four verbs: “Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the scriptures, he was buried, that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the scriptures, and he appeared the Cephas,
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then to the twelve” (I Cor 15: 3-5). This is Paul’s proclamation, the
proclamation that gives life to all. This Gospel is the fulfilment of
the promises and the salvation offered to all men. Whoever accepts
it is reconciled to God, is welcomed as a true son, and receives the
inheritance of eternal life.

Faced with such a great gift to the Galatians, the Apostle cannot
explain why they might think of accepting another “gospel”, perhaps
more sophisticated, more intellectual, I don’t know … but another
“gospel”. It should be noted, however, that these Christians have
not yet abandoned the Gospel announced by Paul. The Apostle
knows that they are still in time not to take a false step, but he
warns them strongly, very strongly. His first argument points directly
to the fact that the preaching carried out by the new missionaries -
those who bring novelty, who preach - cannot be the Gospel. On
the contrary, it is a proclamation that distorts the true Gospel
because it prevents them from attaining the freedom acquired by
arriving at faith - this is the key word, isn’t it? - it prevents them from
reaching the freedom acquired by coming to faith. The Galatians
are still “beginners” and their disorientation is understandable. They
do not yet know the complexities of the Mosaic Law and their
enthusiasm in embracing faith in Christ leads them to listen to these
new preachers, deluding themselves that their message is
complementary to Paul’s. And it is not.

However, the Apostle, cannot risk compromises on such decisive
ground. The Gospel is only one and that is what he proclaimed;
there can be no other. Beware! Paul does not say that the true
Gospel is his because it was he who announced it, no! He does not
say this. This would be presumptuous, it would be boastful. Rather,
he affirms that “his” Gospel, the same one that the other Apostles
were proclaiming elsewhere, is the only authentic one, because it
is that of Jesus Christ. He thus writes: “I would have you know,
brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not man’s
gospel, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ” (Gal 1:11).
We can understand why Paul uses very harsh terms. Twice he uses
the expression “anathema”, which indicates the need to keep far
from the community that which threatens its foundations. And this
new “gospel” threatens the foundations of the community. In short,
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on this point the Apostle leaves no room for negotiation: one cannot
negotiate. With the truth of the Gospel, one cannot negotiate. Either
you receive the Gospel as it is, as it was announced, or you receive
any other thing. But you cannot negotiate with the Gospel. One cannot
compromise. Faith in Jesus is not a bargaining chip: it is salvation, it
is encounter, it is redemption. It cannot be sold off cheaply.

This situation described at the beginning of the Letter seems
paradoxical, because all those involved seem to be animated by
good feelings. The Galatians who listen to the new missionaries
think that by circumcision they will be even more devoted to the will
of God and thus be even more pleasing to Paul. Paul’s enemies
seem to be inspired by fidelity to the tradition received from the
fathers and believe that genuine faith consists in observing the
Law. In the face of this supreme fidelity, they even justify their
insinuations and suspicions about Paul, who is considered
unorthodox with regard to tradition. The Apostle himself is well aware
that his mission is of a divine nature - it was revealed by Christ
Himself, to him - and therefore he is moved by total enthusiasm for
the novelty of the Gospel, which is a radical novelty, not a fleeting
novelty: there are no “fashionable” gospels, the Gospel is always
new, it is newness. His pastoral anxiety leads him to be severe,
because he sees the great risk facing young Christians. In short, in
this labyrinth of good intentions it is necessary to disentangle oneself
in order to grasp the supreme truth that is most consistent with the
Person and preaching of Jesus and His revelation of the Father’s
love.

This is important: knowing how to discern. Very often we have seen
throughout history, and we even see this today, some movements
that preach the Gospel in their own way, sometimes with real and
genuine charisms; but then they take it too far and reduce all the
Gospel to a “movement”. And this is not Christ’s Gospel: this is the
Gospel of the founder and yes, it may help at the beginning, but in
the end it does not bear fruit with deep roots. For this reason, Paul’s
clear and decisive word was salutary for the Galatians and is salutary
for us too. The Gospel is Christ’s gift to us, He Himself revealed it
to us. It is what gives us life. Thank you.
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Appeal for Lebanon

one year after the port explosion in Beirut

In these days, I think especially of the beloved country of Lebanon
a year after the terrible port explosion in its capital, Beirut, with its
toll of death and destruction. I think above all of the victims and
their families, the many injured, and those who lost their homes
and livelihoods. So many people have lost the desire to go on.

During the Day of Prayer and Reflection for Lebanon last 1 July,
together with Christian religious leaders, all of us listened to the
hopes and aspirations, the frustrations and weariness of the
Lebanese people, and we prayed for God’s gift of hope to overcome
this difficult crisis.

Today I would also appeal to the international community to offer
Lebanon concrete assistance, not only with words but with concrete
actions in undertaking a journey of “resurrection”. It is my hope that
the current International Conference hosted by France with the
support of the United Nations will prove productive in this regard.

Dear Lebanese friends, I greatly desire to visit you and I continue to
pray for you, so that Lebanon will once more be a message of peace
and fraternity for the entire Middle East.

;–– ;–– ; – ;

Wednesday, 11 August 2021

Catechesis on the Letter to the Galatians: 4. The Mosaic Law
Brothers and sisters, good morning!

“Why the law?” (Gal 3:19). This is the question that we want to
deepen today, continuing with Saint Paul, to recognize the newness
of the Christian life enlivened by the Holy Spirit. But if the Holy Spirit
exists, if Jesus exists who redeemed us, why the law? And this is
what we must reflect on today. The Apostle writes: “If you are led by
the Spirit, you are not under the law” (Gal 5:18). Instead, Paul’s
detractors sustained that the Galatians had to follow the Law to be
saved. They were going backward. They were nostalgic for times
gone by, of the times before Jesus Christ. The Apostle is not at all in
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agreement. These were not the terms he had agreed on with the
other Apostles in Jerusalem. He remembers very well Peter’s words
when he said: “Why do you make trial of God by putting a yoke
upon the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we
have been able to bear?” (Acts 15:10). The dispositions that had
emerged in that ‘first council’ – the first ecumenical council was the
one that took place in Jerusalem – and the dispositions that emerged
were very clear. They said: “For it has seemed good to the Holy
Spirit and to us [the apostles] to lay upon you no greater burden
than these necessary things: that you abstain from what has been
sacrificed to idols [that is, idolatry] and from blood and from what is
strangled and from unchastity” (Acts 15:28-29). Some of the things
touched on worshiping God, and idolatry, and some things regarding
the way of understanding life at that time.

When Paul speaks about the Law, he is normally referring to the
Mosaic Law, the law given by Moses, the Ten Commandments. It
was in relationship to, it was on the way, it was a preparation, it was
related with the Covenant that God had established with his people.
According to various Old Testament texts, the Torah – that is, the
Hebrew term used to indicate the Law – is the collection of all those
prescriptions and norms the Israelites had to observe by virtue of
the Covenant with God. An effective synthesis of what the Torah is
can be found in this text of Deuteronomy, that says this: “The Lord
will again take delight in prospering you, as he took delight in your
fathers, if you obey the voice of the Lord your God, to keep his
commandments and his statutes which are written in this book of
the law, if you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul” (30:9-10). So, the observance of the Law guaranteed
to the people the benefits of the Covenant and guaranteed a
particular bond with God. This people, this population, this person,
they are connected with God and they make it seen, this union with
God, in the fulfillment, in the observance of the Law. In making the
Covenant with Israel, God offered them the Torah, the Law, so they
could understand his will and live in justice. We have to think that
at that time, a Law like this was necessary, it was a tremendous gift
that God gave his people. Why? Because at that time paganism
was everywhere, idolatry was everywhere and human behaviour
was a result of idolatry. Because of this, the great gift God gave his
people is the law, so they could persevere. Several times, especially
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in the prophetic books, it is noted that not observing the precepts
of the Law constituted a real betrayal of the Covenant, provoking
God’s wrath as a consequence. The connection between the
Covenant and the Law was so close that the two realities were
inseparable. The Law is the way a person, a people express that
they are in covenant with God.

So, in light of all this, it is easy to understand how well those
missionaries who had infiltrated the Galatians found such fair game
by sustaining that adhering to the Covenant also included observing
the Mosaic Law as it was done at that time. Nevertheless, precisely
regarding this point, we can discover Saint Paul’s spiritual
intelligence and the great insights he expressed, sustained by the
grace he received for his evangelizing mission.

The Apostle explains to the Galatians that, in reality, the Covenant
and the Law are not linked indissolubly – the Covenant with God
and the Mosaic Law. The first element he relies on is that the
Covenant established by God with Abraham was based on faith in
the fulfillment of the promise and not on the observance of the Law
that did not yet exist. Abraham began his journey centuries before
the Law. The Apostle writes: “This is what I mean: the law, which
came four hundred and thirty years afterward [with Moses], does
not annul a covenant previously ratified by God [with Abraham when
he called him], so as to make the promise void”. This word is very
important. The people of God, we Christians, we journey through
life looking toward a promise, the promise is what attracts us, it
attracts us to move forward toward the encounter with the Lord.
“For if the inheritance is by the law, it is no longer by promise [that
came before the Law, the promise to Abraham]; but God gave it to
Abraham by a promise” (Gal 3:17-18), then the Law came four
hundred and thirty years after. With this reasoning, Paul reached
his first objective: the Law is not the basis of the Covenant because
it came later, it was necessary and just, but prior to that there was
the promise, the Covenant.

Such an argument disqualifies all those who sustain that the Mosaic
Law was a constitutive part of the Covenant. No, the Covenant
comes first, and the call came to Abraham. The Torah, the Law, in
fact, was not included in the promise made to Abraham. Having
said this, one should not think, however, that Saint Paul was
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opposed to the Mosaic Law. No, he observed it. Several times in his
Letters, he defends its divine origin and says that it possesses a
well-defined role in the history of salvation. The Law, however, does
not give life, it does not offer the fulfillment of the promise because it
is not capable of being able to fulfill it. The Law is a journey, a journey
that leads toward an encounter. Paul uses a word, I do not know if it
is in the text, a very important word: the law is the “pedagogue” toward
Christ, the pedagogue toward faith in Christ, that is, the teacher that
leads you by the hand toward the encounter (cf. Gal 3:24). Those who
seek life need to look to the promise and to its fulfillment in Christ.

Dear brothers and sisters, this first exposition of the Apostle to the
Galatians presents the radical newness of the Christian life: all those
who have faith in Jesus Christ are called to live in the Holy Spirit,
who liberates from the Law and, at the same time, brings it to
fulfillment according to the commandment of love. This is very
important. The Law leads us to Jesus. But one of you might say to
me: “But, Father, just one thing: does this mean that if I pray the
Creed, I do not need to observe the commandments?” No, the
commandments are valid in the sense that they are “pedagogues”
[teachers] that lead you toward the encounter with Christ. But if you
set aside the encounter with Jesus and want to go back to giving
greater importance to the commandments, this was the problem of
these fundamentalist missionaries who had infiltrated the Galatians
to confuse them.

May the Lord help us to journey along the path of the commandments
but looking toward the love of Christ, with the encounter with Christ,
knowing that the encounter with Jesus is more important than all of
the commandments.

 ;–– ;–– ; – ;

Wednesday, 18 August 2021

Catechesis on the Letter to the Galatians:
5. The propedeutic value of the Law
Brothers and sisters, good morning!

Saint Paul, who loved Jesus and had clearly understood what
salvation was,  taught us that the “children of the promise” (Gal
4:28) - that is all of us, justified by Jesus Christ - are not bound by
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the Law, but are called to the demanding life-style of the freedom
of the Gospel. The Law however exists. But it exists in another
way: the same Law, the Ten Commandments, but in another way,
because it could no longer be justified by itself once the Lord Jesus
had come. And therefore, in today’s catechesis I would like to explain
this. And we ask: what, according to the Letter to the Galatians, is
the role of the Law? In the passage we heard, Paul says that the
Law was like a pedagogue. It is a beautiful image, that of the
pedagogue we spoke about during the last audience, an image
that deserves to be understood in its correct meaning.

The Apostle seems to suggest to Christians that they divide the
history of salvation into two parts, and also his personal story. There
are two periods: before becoming believers in Christ Jesus and
after receiving the faith. At the centre is the event of Jesus’ death
and resurrection, which Paul preached in order to inspire faith in
the Son of God, the source of salvation, and in Christ Jesus we are
justified. Therefore, starting from faith in Christ there is a “before”
and an “after” with regard to the Law itself, because the Law exists,
the Commandments exist, but there is one attitude before the
coming of Jesus, and another one afterwards. The previous history
is determined by being “under the Law”. And those who followed
the path of the Law were saved, they were justified; the subsequent
one, after the coming of Jesus, is to be lived by following the Holy
Spirit (cf. Gal 5:25). This is the first time that Paul uses this
expression: to be “under  the Law”. The underlying meaning implies
the idea of a negative servitude, typical of slaves: to be “under”.
The Apostle makes it explicit by saying that when one is “under the
Law” it is as if one is “watched” and “locked up”, a kind of preventive
custody. This period, Saint Paul says, has lasted a long time - from
Moses, to the coming of Jesus - and is perpetuated as long as one
lives in sin.

The relationship between the Law and sin will be explained in a
more systematic way by the Apostle in his Letter to the Romans,
written a few years after the one to the Galatians. In summary, the
Law leads to the definition of the transgression and to making people
aware of their own sin: “You have done this, and so the Law - the
Ten Commandments - say this: you are in sin”. Indeed, as common
experience teaches, the precept ends up stimulating the
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transgression. In the Letter to the Romans he writes: “While we
were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law,
were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. But now we are
discharged from the law, dead to that which held us captive” (Rom
7:5-6). Why? Because the justification of Jesus Christ has come.
Paul succinctly expresses his vision of the Law: “The sting of death
is sin, and the power of sin is the law” (1 Cor 15:56). A dialogue:
you are under the law, and you are there with the door open to sin.

In this context, the reference to the pedagogical role played by the
law makes total   sense. But the Law is the pedagogue that leads
you where? To Jesus. In the school system of antiquity, the
pedagogue did not have the function we attribute to him today,
namely that of supporting the education of a boy or a girl. At the
time he was instead a slave whose task was to accompany the
master’s son to the teacher and then bring him home again. He
was thus to protect him from danger and watch over him to ensure
he did not behave badly. His function was rather disciplinary. When
the boy became an adult, the pedagogue ceased his duties. The
pedagogue to whom Paul refers was not the teacher, but the one
who accompanied his ward to school, who watched over the boy
and brought him back home.

Referring to the Law in these terms enables Saint Paul to clarify
the role it played in the history of Israel. The Torah, that is, the Law,
was an act of magnanimity by God towards his people. After the
election of Abraham, the other great act was the Law: laying down
the path to follow. It certainly had restrictive functions, but at the
same time it had protected the people, it had educated them,
disciplined them and supported them in their weakness, especially
by protecting them from paganism; there were many pagan attitudes
in those times. The Torah says: “There is only one God and He has
set us on our way”. An act of goodness by the Lord. And certainly,
as I said, it had restrictive functions, but at the same time it had
protected the people,  had educated them, had disciplined them
and it had supported them in their weakness. And this is why the
Apostle goes on to describe the minor age. And he says: “The heir,
as long as he is a child, is no better than a slave, though he is the
owner of all the estate; but he is under guardians and trustees until
the date set by the father. So with us; when we were children, we
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were slaves to the elemental spirits of the universe” (Gal 4: 1-3).
Hence, the Apostle’s conviction is that the Law certainly possesses
a positive function - as a pedagogue moving forward -but it is a
function that is limited in time. Its duration cannot be extended too
far because it is linked to the maturation of individuals and their
choice of freedom. Once one has come to faith, the Law exhausts
its propaedeutic value and must give way to another authority. What
does this mean? That after the Law we can say, “We believe in
Jesus Christ and do what we want”? No! The Commandments exist,
but they do not justify us. What justifies is Jesus Christ. The
Commandments must be observed, but they do not give us justice;
there is the gratuitousness of Jesus Christ, the encounter with Jesus
Christ that freely justifies us. The merit of faith is receiving Jesus.
The only merit: opening the heart. So what do we do with the
Commandments? We must observe them, but as an aid to the
encounter with Jesus Christ.

This teaching on the value of the law is very important, and deserves
to be considered carefully so as not to fall into misunderstandings
and take false steps. It will do us good to ask ourselves whether we
still live in the period in which we need the Law, or if instead we are
fully aware of having received the grace of becoming children of
God so as to live in love. How do I live? In the fear that if I do not do
this, I will go to hell? Or do I live with that hope too, with that joy of
the gratuitousness of salvation in Jesus Christ? It is a good question.
And also a second one: do I scorn the Commandments? No. I
observe them, but not as absolutes, because I know that it is Jesus
Christ who justifies me.

;–– ;–– ; – ;
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The Days To Remember

Many Happy Returns of the Day &  Happy Feast
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FEAST DAY (8th)
Fr. Mariaratnam Yejjala

Fr. Velangani Ramesh Kumar Yerra

Fr. Mariadas Polamarasetty

Fr. Ratnakar Kadupukotla

Fr. Velangini Suman Pradeep Arinana

Fr. Mariadas Chintada

Fr. Velangini Innai Sekhar Sabbavarapu

Fr. Velangani Rao Siripuram

Fr. Mariadas Vadlapati.
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“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

01-09-1984 Fr. Mathew Naduvilekoot msfs, 74 years, died at Visakhapatnam
07-09-1990 Fr. Joseph Parapally msfs, 53 years, died at Visakhapatnam
08-09-1892 Bp. Alexis Riccaz msfs, 58 years (Bishop of Nagpur from 1887) died at Jaabalpur
10-09-1928 Bro. Guerin Vanaweften msfs, 80 years, died at Visakhapatnam
11-09-1908 Fr. Henri Petitjean msfs, 28 years, died at Surada, Orissa
12-09-1850 Fr. Francois Sermet msfs, 25 years, died at Ganjam, Orissa.
12-09-1918 Fr. Alexander Suiffet msfs, 41 years, died at Berhampur, Orissa.
13-09-1881 Fr. Jean Baptiste Benisterand msfs, 64 years, died at Nagpur
13-09-2014 Fr. Jayaraju Gandipalli, 58 Years, died at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Vizag
16-09-1932 Fr. Eugene Coutin msfs, 44 years, died at Visakhapatnam
17-09-1898 Fr. Marc Muffat Jolly msfs, 54 years, died at Surada, Orissa.
17-09-1941 Fr. Charles Semellaz msfs, 62 years, died at Visakhapatnam
19-09-1997 Fr. Christopher Malamakal, TOR, 56 years, died in Kerala
20-09-2008 Fr. George Maniangat, 77 years, died at Visakhapatnam
21-09-1945 Bro. Ambrose Xavier msfs, 60 years, died at Visakhapatnam
23-09-2010 Fr. Thomas Nakolayil, 78 years, died at Visakhapatnam
23-09-2014 Fr. Varkey Joseph Koovackal, 84 years, died at St. Joseph

Nursing Home  at Vadakkumcherry
27-09-1890 Bp. Jean Marie Tissot msfs, 80 years,

(1st Bishop of Visakhapatnam from 1886) died at Surada, Orissa
27-09-1910 Fr. Victor-Gangloff  msfs, 30 years, died at Visakhapatnam

NECHROLOGY
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