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The Pastor Speaks …..
Deep Faith and strong conviction for
Evangelization Mission

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, in his message
for this year's Mission Sunday tells us that we
should be like the one in the book of Prophet Isaiah
who says, "here I am, send me," in response to
the words, "whom shall I send and who will go for us." (Is 6:8). In
fulfilling the evangelizing mission entrusted to the Church, every
Christian should be with this readiness and with this spirit, "here I
am, send me!" Preparedness to go and to be messengers of the
Good News of the Kingdom proclaimed by our Lord Jesus Christ
should be preceded by a cleansing and empowerment from God:
"now that this (live coal) has touched your lips, your guilt has departed
and your sin is blotted out" (Is 6:7). This, we know and we believe,
has happened to us Christians when we were baptized, died and
risen with the Risen Christ. As such, we are called to proclaim "the
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light" (1 Pet 2:9). We share here some reflections on the need to be
convinced about what we believe and be convincing witnesses of
the same to fulfill the mission!

1. On Mission Sunday in October we are reminded of our identity as
followers of Jesus Christ called to live according to the Good news
proclaimed by him and let others know whom we believe and
follow. Others will come to know Our Lord Jesus Christ by hearing
us and by seeing us both as individual believers and as a
community of believers. We have to be convincing and attractive
in the way we are, in being and doing! To be convincing to others
one needs to be convinced about one's faith and practice of faith
by being deliberate and determined in living according to the faith
one professes. Prior to proclaiming Jesus Christ and His Good
News to others one needs to see as to how joyfully one is with
Him and for Him! This perhaps and cannot be fully attained during
one's life but one can passionately strive with a single-minded
commitment to be with Jesus Christ and guided by His Good News.
Jesus Christ who is the "love of the Father" and  His Good News
teaches "love" as the way, Love God and love everyone as one
would love oneself! When a Christian strives to live and act this
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way he or she keeps proclaiming Jesus Christ and His Good News!
Mission Sunday invites every Christian and every  Christian
Community to introspect, to reflect and pray about being strong
and convincing regarding one's life in Christ and for Christ!

2. Not everything and not always will be conducive and favourable:
the socio-political, the socio-economic, historical and the cultural
realities in which we are placed are rarely stable or static. Not
only that. They affect and have impact on us so much so that we
cannot easily be indifferent to what is happening in all the above
mentioned spheres of life. Mutual relationships are also affected,
and even conditioned by the above realities. How to be stable
and steady in one's life of faith and what this faith teaches or
expects of us who claim to profess and live according to that faith?
Outside reality, people and institutions included, is not within our
control but still impacts us and our life demanding our response.
In spite of the challenges the outside reality or even though there
are challenges out there, one has to persevere in Christian faith
and manifest it in the way one distances oneself from what is
contrary to what the Christian faith teaches. For this to happen in
one's life only a deep conviction and uncompromising
determination should be there at certain depth in the given believer!
This is where also we can connect with "the way of the cross" Our
Lord Jesus Christ wants his disciples to follow. Self denial and
readiness to forego riches or name and fame or power and position
for the sake of Jesus Christ, and the Good News of the Kingdom
of God. In following the way of the cross one bears witness to the
one for whose sake he or she is seriously striving to be faithful to
the values and principles proposed in his teachings, especially
what the commandment of love teaches.

3. Many factors and forces by impacting our life alienate us from
Jesus Christ and His Good News. Human as we are our wish to
be perfect in all matters and at all times remains an unfulfilled
hope. This is not to say that it is impossible to attain total perfection.
Human history and church history provide enough evidence and
numerous examples of human beings who attained high degree
of perfection. We should recall the words of our Lord Jesus, "Be
perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect." These words indicate
that we have the potential capacities to strive to be as perfect as
God Himself. In the Old Testament times as well Yahweh
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repeatedly exhorts His people, the People of Israel, "you shall be
holy, for I am holy" Saint Peter in his letter to early Christian
community repeats these words:"encouragement and exhortation".
"You shall be Holy, for I am Holy" 1 Peter 1:16. Striving for perfection
and to persevere in the state of holiness has to happen in the
midst of the ground realities of socio-cultural, economic and
political, and historical context one finds oneself at a given time.
To what extent these realities condition our life and keep
challenging us in making choices, either falling in line with the
prevailing trends in the society while persevering in our efforts to
strive for perfection or make choices compromising on basic
values:  human or ethical and moral, and spiritual! Here again,
perseverance or compromises would depend upon how strong is
one's conviction and commitment regarding what one is taught
and what one believes as valuable and important! We all know
we fail and fall! But, there is no such a thing as a fall from which
we cannot get up and return to the right path!

4. Periodical cleansing is our human need: Human frailty and fallibility
which subject human beings to failures, even serious failures, have
to be consciously recognized and necessary attention has to be
paid lest one ends up in repeated failures. God has given us, and
continues to give us necessary guidance and direction through
his instructions, teachings, laws, statutes, commandments, etc in
order to facilitate our efforts toward perfection. But, here comes
the most important point for our consideration! Does one willingly
accept and obey, or follow what God teaches and commands?
One has to surrender in obedience to God and His will revealed in
the teachings and commandments. Even though the teachings or
commandments are for our benefit and God intends not to control
but to regulate our life in certain order and priorities, we fail to
abide by them as we think and act under the influence of other
forces and factors. Sacrificing and giving up what is attractive and
pleasurable but contrary to what the teachings and commandments
will be possible only when one has a strong will and deep
conviction. We human beings are not able to persevere in these
and therefore, failures happen in our life. The way out of our failure
is to recognize and accept our failure, repent and be cleansed!
This process will reinforce one's conviction about what God
teaches and commands, and it also renews the energy required
to rededicate oneself to God and His teachings. Consoling thing
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for us Christians is that our God is never tired of speaking to us
through His Word drawing attention to what we are, how we are,
and where we are at a given point of time! God's love for us is
steadfast, everlasting and unconditional. Time and again the
People of Israel failed and fell but always are brought back or
made to come back: the vision of dry bones brought back to life;
scattered and wounded sheep are gathered back and restored!
That is how they remained to other peoples and nations as God's
chosen people!

Conclusion: As communities and as individual believers by being
rooted in our faith in Jesus Christ and His Good News of the Kingdom
of God (Reign of God) with joy, conviction and commitment, we
Christians can be like the prophet Isaiah, "here I am, send me!" What
we do not have we cannot give! We should have the "joy of the Gospel."
This joy we should proclaim and share. Let us grow and mature in our
faith. Let us love our God, our Church and her evangelizing mission!

"If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you.
If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own.
Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of
the world - therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I
said to you, 'Servants are not greater than their master.'  If they
persecuted me, they will persecute you; If they kept my word, they
will keep yours also. But they will do all these things to you on account
of my name, because they do not know him who sent me. If I had not
come and spoke to them, they would not have sin; but know they
have no excuse for their sin." - John 15:18-22.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET  US  PRAY

For Holy Father’s Monthly Prayer Intention
Prayer intention for evangelization - The Laity's Mission in the Church

We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity faithful,
especially women, may participate more in areas of

responsibility in the Church.
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. I express my sincere and appreciation for your prayers for the success
of the surgery and for my speedy recovery. The surgery urethroplasty
went on well and after the review on 28th September, that is fifteen
days after surgery, the doctor expressed satisfaction about the healing
and the general condition. I need to take rest for two more weeks
before I start moving in the house. Please continue to pray for me.

2. A word about the document, "The Pastoral Conversion of the Parish
Community at Service of the Evangelizing Mission of the Church."
The is the document from 'The Congregation for the Clergy, Vatican'
approved by the Holy Father, Pope Francis. We are printing the first
part of the document in this issue of our Newsletter and rest of the
document will be printed in the November newsletter. The document
is basically speaking about how the pastoral work in the parish should
be planned not only to take care and maintain the existing community
but also be geared to partake in the Evangelizing Mission of the
Church. As a unit of the local church in the given diocese the pastoral
activities should help the parish community to reach out to others.
Not always direct proclamation is possible or the situations are
favorable but the presence of the community among others can bear
witness to the Gospel and thereby attract them to Christ. Careful
reading of the document can help to review our Pastoral work at the
parish level and to see how we can plan the pastoral ministry to go
beyond looking after and maintaining the parish.

3. Mission Sunday on 18th of October: There will be limitations in
observing Mission Sunday due the prevailing Covid-19 Pandemic.
In most of the parishes, only a small number of the faithful are coming
for Sunday Mass and perhaps in some areas regular Masses are
not resumed  yet. In any case, the pastoral clergy should see that
the message of Mission Sunday is given and prayers are offered for
the missions and missionaries. Whatever contributions can be
gathered for the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith
should be positively encouraged. We all know our people are facing
difficult times but some contributions can still be come from our
generous people. For the Universal Church also it is a very difficult
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† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

situation this year as the Covid-19 Pandemic affected all the countries
contrives across the globe. This will have effect on contributions for
Missions from the traditionally generous Catholic communities in other
countries. So, little or big, our support for the missions will of great
value!!

4. Gnanajyothi Bible exam conducted every year will on Sunday, 1st
November. The details about this have been given by The Pastoral
Centre Director. Parish priests should encourage the faithful to
participate in this very useful programme.

5. Once again the month of October comes to remind us of the gift of
the Holy Rosary as a powerful and effective instrument for prayer,
seeking the intercession and meadiation our Blessed Mother while
mediatating the whole Mystery of Salvation accomplished in and
through the Incarnate Son of God, Jesus Christ. as in the past years
may all the parish priests and collaborators the pastoral work should
help our people to observe this month of October as the special month
of Holy Rosary! This  simple but devout prayer should be prayted in
the families.

Telugu Bible Copies are available

Dear Fathers / Sisters,

Telugu Bible copies are available at Archbishop’s House.
Please contact Rev. Fr. Varghese Chaprath, Procurator.

Yours sincearly,

Fr. Y. Naresh
Archbishop’s secretary
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PASTORAL CENTRE

News
1. INSTALLATION OF YOUTH GROUP AT ELESWARAM

PARISH: Fr. Thomas Elwankal, the parish priest of Eleswaram
has invited us to start once again the youth group in his parish.
There were more than fifty members joined in the youth group.
We have divided them into two groups as seniors and juniors.
Special thanks to Salesian sisters, esp. Sr. Rani who is going
to be the in charge for the youth of the parish.  Here are some
glimpse of the event…

2. CATECHISM SYLLABUS FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2020-
2021:  As the Corona pandemic is still rampant everywhere
and the children were not allowed in the church and the schools
still not opened, we have decided not to have special syllabus
for the children. But encourage them to memorize the prayers
which even the parents can insist their children to do so.  (for this
the previous year syllabus is helpful)

Fr. Arji Prakash
Pastoral Centre Director
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‘Gnana Jyothi Bible Exam - 2020’
To

All the Pastoral Centre Directors and Diocesan Jyotirmai Directors, 

Dear & Rev. Fathers, 
Greetings of Peace and Joy of our Lord Jesus Christ to you from
Jyotirmai Society, Telugu Regional Pastoral Center.

A Word about the Gnana Jyothi Bible Exam.
We are happy to announce once again about the ‘Gnana Jyothi Bible
Exam - 2020’.The programme is being conducted from the past 20
years and is very much appreciated by TCBC, Priests, Religious
and Laity of the Telugu Catholic Church of both the States. This exam
is inspiring and enabling many Catholics, Christians as well as non
Christians to know more about Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world
and about Holy Scripture. Nearly 18,968 people across the Telugu
States have participated in this exam in the Year 2019. All this
happened with your support and encouragement. We appreciate
the services you have rendered to know more about Jesus Christ.
We request you to encourage more and more people to participate
in this exam this year and know more about Jesus Christ.

Due to Covid-19 Pandemic, and according to the instructions given
by His Grace Prakash Mallavarapu, Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
and Chairman of Jyotirmai Society, this year we will be sending
soft copies of questionnaires prepared (both in English and Telugu
Languages) to your good selves through email.  Hence, you may
make your own arrangements according to your convenience to
conduct the exam. The syllabus and date of exam are given below.
There are 4 categories in the exam as of the previous year. Syllabus
is selected according to the age group of the people that is suitable
and easy to understand.

• 1st Category – 4th to 7th class students only: 
Gospel according to St. Matthew and the 2nd letter of Peter.

• 2nd Category – 8th to 10th class students only: 
Gospel according to St. Mark & St. Paul’s Letter to Ephesians

• 3rd Category – Inter  and Degree Students :  Gospel according
to St. Luke, Book of Nehemiah and St. Paul’s Letter to Philippians.

• 4th Category – Employees, Teachers and Elders:
Gospel According to St. John, and the Book of Hosea.
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• Prizes: Prize money of Rs. 3000/- is allotted for each category
(Total Rs.12,000/- for each Diocese). In each category there will
be 8 prizes. 1st  prize Rs. 1000/-, 2nd prize Rs. 700/-, 3rd prize Rs.
500/-, 4th prize Rs. 300/-, 5th prize Rs. 200/- and three consolation
prizes, each Rs. 100/-

•  When the Exam is completed, the Prize money, along with
expenses to organize the Exam, will be sent to you. Please note
this year we are not sending Coupon Tokens (Hall Tickets) to you.

As usual the date of exam will be on First Sunday of November i.e.
01.11.2020. You may Collect Rs. 10/- from each participant and send
to Jyotirmai Society. Help us to serve you better.

Kindly write to all the Parish Priests, asking them to support,
encourage and help to conduct this Exam well. Please feel free to
give your valuable suggestions.

Thanking you.

With Prayerful Wishes,

Yours Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. M. Solomon Raju
Executive Secretary & Director.

Hearty Congratulations  &  Many Happy Returns of the Day
To you, Dear Fathers

The Days To Remember
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR
WORLD MISSION DAY 2020

The Holy See

Here am I, send me ( Is 6:8)

Dear Brothers and Sisters ,

I wish to express my gratitude to God for the commitment with which
the Church throughout the world carried out the Extraordinary
Missionary Month last October. I am convinced that it stimulated
missionary conversion in many communities on the path indicated by
the theme: “Baptized and Sent: the Church of Christ on Mission in the
World”.

In this year marked by the suffering and challenges created by the
Covid-19 pandemic, the missionary journey of the whole Church
continues in light of the words found in the account of the calling of
the prophet Isaiah: “Here am I, send me” (6:8). This is the ever new
response to the Lord’s question: “Whom shall I send?” (ibid.). This
invitation from God’s merciful heart challenges both the Church and
humanity as a whole in the current world crisis. “Like the disciples in
the Gospel we were caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent
storm. We have realized that we are on the same boat, all of us
fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed,
all of us called to row together, each of us in need of comforting the
other. On this boat… are all of us. Just like those disciples, who
spoke anxiously with one voice, saying ‘We are perishing’ (v. 38), so
we too have realized that we cannot go on thinking of ourselves, but
only together can we do this” ( Meditation in Saint Peter’s Square ,
27 March 2020). We are indeed frightened, disoriented and afraid.
Pain and death make us experience our human frailty, but at the
same time remind us of our deep desire for life and liberation from
evil. In this context, the call to mission, the invitation to step out of
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ourselves for love of God and neighbour presents itself as an
opportunity for sharing, service and intercessory prayer. The mission
that God entrusts to each one of us leads us from fear and
introspection to a renewed realization that we find ourselves precisely
when we give ourselves to others.

In the sacrifice of the cross, where the mission of Jesus is fully
accomplished (cf. Jn 19:28-30), God shows us that his love is for
each and every one of us (cf. Jn 19:26-27). He asks us to be personally
willing to be sent, because he himself is Love, love that is always “on
mission”, always reaching out in order to give life. Out of his love for
us, God the Father sent his Son Jesus (cf. Jn 3:16). Jesus is the
Father’s Missionary: his life and ministry reveal his total obedience
to the Father’s will (cf. Jn 4:34; 6:38; 8:12-30; Heb 10:5-10). Jesus,
crucified and risen for us, draws us in turn into his mission of love,
and with his Spirit which enlivens the Church, he makes us his
disciples and sends us on a mission to the world and to its peoples.

“The mission, the ‘Church on the move’, is not a programme, an
enterprise to be carried out by sheer force of will. It is Christ who
makes the Church go out of herself. In the mission of evangelization,
you move because the Holy Spirit pushes you, and carries you” (
Senza di Lui non possiamo fare nulla: Essere missionari oggi nel
mondo. Una conversazione con Gianni Valente , Libreria Editrice
Vaticana: San Paolo, 2019, 16-17). God always loves us first and
with this love comes to us and calls us. Our personal vocation comes
from the fact that we are sons and daughters of God in the Church,
his family, brothers and sisters in that love that Jesus has shown us.
All, however, have a human dignity founded on the divine invitation
to be children of God and to become, in the sacrament of Baptism
and in the freedom of faith, what they have always been in the heart
of God.

Life itself, as a gift freely received, is implicitly an invitation to this gift
of self: it is a seed which, in the baptized, will blossom as a response
of love in marriage or in virginity for the kingdom of God. Human life
is born of the love of God, grows in love and tends towards love. No
one is excluded from the love of God, and in the holy sacrifice of
Jesus his Son on the cross, God conquered sin and death (cf. Rom
8:31-39). For God, evil – even sin – becomes a challenge to respond
with even greater love (cf. Mt 5:38-48; Lk 22:33-34). In the Paschal
Mystery, divine mercy heals our wounded humanity and is poured
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out upon the whole universe. The Church, the universal sacrament
of God’s love for the world, continues the mission of Jesus in history
and sends us everywhere so that, through our witness of faith and
the proclamation of the Gospel, God may continue to manifest his
love and in this way touch and transform hearts, minds, bodies,
societies and cultures in every place and time.

Mission is a free and conscious response to God’s call. Yet we
discern this call only when we have a personal relationship of love
with Jesus present in his Church. Let us ask ourselves: are we
prepared to welcome the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, to
listen to the call to mission, whether in our life as married couples
or as consecrated persons or those called to the ordained ministry,
and in all the everyday events of life? Are we willing to be sent forth
at any time or place to witness to our faith in God the merciful
Father, to proclaim the Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ, to share
the divine life of the Holy Spirit by building up the Church? Are we,
like Mary, the 2 Mother of Jesus, ready to be completely at the
service of God’s will (cf. Lk 1:38)? This interior openness is essential
if we are to say to God: “Here am I, Lord, send me” (cf. Is 6:8). And
this, not in the abstract, but in this chapter of the life of the Church
and of history.

Understanding what God is saying to us at this time of pandemic
also represents a challenge for the Church’s mission. Illness,
suffering, fear and isolation challenge us. The poverty of those
who die alone, the abandoned, those who have lost their jobs and
income, the homeless and those who lack food challenge us. Being
forced to observe social distancing and to stay at home invites us
to rediscover that we need social relationships as well as our
communal relationship with God. Far from increasing mistrust and
indifference, this situation should make us even more attentive to
our way of relating to others. And prayer, in which God touches
and moves our hearts, should make us ever more open to the
need of our brothers and sisters for dignity and freedom, as well as
our responsibility to care for all creation. The impossibility of
gathering as a Church to celebrate the Eucharist has led us to
share the experience of the many Christian communities that cannot
celebrate Mass every Sunday. In all of this, God’s question: “Whom
shall I send?” is addressed once more to us and awaits a generous
and convincing response: “Here am I, send me!” ( Is 6:8). God
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continues to look for those whom he can send forth into the world
and to the nations to bear witness to his love, his deliverance from
sin and death, his liberation from evil (cf. Mt 9:35-38; Lk 10:1-12).

The celebration of World Mission Day is also an occasion for
reaffirming how prayer, reflection and the material help of your
offerings are so many opportunities to participate actively in the
mission of Jesus in his Church. The charity expressed in the
collections that take place during the liturgical celebrations of the
third Sunday of October is aimed at supporting the missionary work
carried out in my name by the Pontifical Mission Societies, in order
to meet the spiritual and material needs of peoples and Churches
throughout the world, for the salvation of all.

May the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of Evangelization and
Comforter of the Afflicted, missionary disciple of her Son Jesus,
continue to intercede for us and sustain us.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 31 May 2020, Solemnity of Pentecost

Franciscus

* Letter from Robert Card.Sarah *

CONGREGATION DE CULTU DIVINO
ET DISCIPLINA SACRAMENTORUM
                             _________

Prot. N. 432/20

Letter on the celebration of the liturgy during and after the
COVID 19 pandemic to the Presidents of the Episcopal

Conferences of the Catholic Church.

The pandemic caused by the Covid 19 virus has produced upheavals
not only in social, family, economic, educational, and work dynamics,
but also in the life of the Christian community, including the liturgical
dimension. To prevent the spread of the virus, rigid social distancing
was necessary, which had repercussions on a fundamental trait of
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Christian life: “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there
am I among them” (Mt 18:20); “They devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers. And all who believed were together and had all things in
common” (Acts 2:42-44).

This community dimension has a theological meaning: God is a
relationship of Persons the Most Holy Trinity. He creates humanity in
the relational complementarity between male and female because
“it is not good that man should be alone” (Gen 2:18). He puts himself
in relationship with man and woman and call them in turn to
relationship with him. As Saint Augustine intuited, our heart is restless
until it finds God and rests in him (cf. Confessions, I, 1). The Lord
Jesus began his public ministry by calling to him himself a group of
disciples to share with him the life and proclamation of the Kingdom;
from this small flock the Church is born. Scripture use the image of a
city to describe eternal life: the heavenly Jerusalem (cf. Rev 21). A
city is a community of people who share values, fundamental human
and spiritual realities, places, times, and organized activities and who
contribute to building the common good. While the pagans built
temples dedicated only to the divinity, to which people had no access,
Christians, as soon as they enjoyed freedom of worship, immediately
built places that were domus Dei et domus ecclesiae, where the
faithful could recognize themselves as the community of God, a
people summoned for worship and constituted as a holy assembly.
God can therefore proclaim: “I am your God, you will be my people”
(cf. Ex 6:7; Dt 14:2). The Lord remains faithful to his Covenant (cf.
Dt. 7:9) and Israel becomes for this very reason the Abode of God,
the holy place of his presence in the world (cf. Ex 29:45; Lv 26: 11-
12). For this reason, the house of the Lord presupposes to the
presence of the family of the children of God. Today, too, in the prayer
of the dedication of a new Church, the Bishop asks that it be what it
should be by its very nature:

“[...] make this for ever a holy place [...]
Here may the flood of divine grace
overwhelm the offenses of humanity,
so that your children, Father, being dead to sin,
may be reborn to heavenly life.
Here may your faithful people,
standing around the table of the altar,
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celebrate the memorial of the Passover
and be refreshed by the banquet
of Christ’s word and body.
Here may the joyful offering of praise resound,
the voice of men and women be joined to the song of the Angels,
and continual pray rise up to you for the salvation of the world.
Here may the poor find mercy,
the oppressed discover true freedom,
and all people be clothed with the dignity of your children,
until they come rejoicing
to that Jerusalem which is above.”

The Christian community has never sought isolation and has never
made the Church a city with closed doors. Formed in the value of
community life and in the search of the common good, Christians
have always sought insertion into society, while being aware of an
otherness - to be in the world without belonging to it and without
being reduced to it (cf. Letter to Diognetus, 5-6). And even in the
pandemic emergency, a great sense of responsibility has emerged.
In listening to and collaborating with civil authorities and experts,”
he notes that the Bishops of the Church “were prompt to make difficult
and painful decisions, even to the point of suspending the
participation of the faithful in the celebration of the Eucharist for a
long period. This Congregation is deeply grateful to the Bishops for
their commitment and effort in trying to respond in the best possible
way to an unforeseen and complex situation.

As soon as circumstances permit, however, it is necessary and urgent
to return to the normality of Christian life, which has the church
building as its home and the celebration of the liturgy, especially the
Eucharist, as “the summit toward which the activity of the Church is
directed, at the same time it is the font from which all her power
flows” (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 10).

Aware the God never abandons the humanity He has created, and
that even the hardest trials can bear fruits of grace, we have accepted
our distance from the Lord’s altar as a time of Eucharistic fasting,
useful for us to rediscover its vital importance, beauty and
immeasurable preciousness. As soon as is possible, however, we
must return to the Eucharist with a purified heart, with a renewed
amazement, with an increased desire to meet the Lord, to be with
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him, to receive him and to bring him to our brothers and sisters with
the witness of a life full of faith, love, and hope.

This time of deprivation gives us the grace to understand the heart
of our brothers and sisters, the martyrs of Abitinae (beginning of the
4th century), who answered their judges with serene determination,
despite a sure death sentence: “Sine Dominico non possumus.” The
absolute verb non possumus (we cannot) and the significance of
the neuter non Dominicum (this which is the Lord’s) cannot be
translated with a single word. A very brief expression sums up a
great wealth of nuances and meanings that are offered to our
mediation today:

 — We cannot live, be Christians, fully realizing our humanity and
the desires for good and happiness that dwell in our hearts without
the Word of the Lord, which in the celebration of the liturgy takes
shape and becomes a living word, spoken by God for those who
today open their hearts to listen;

— We cannot live as Christians without participating in the Sacrifice
of the Cross in which the Lord Jesus gives himself unreservedly to
save, by his death, humanity which had died because of sin; the
Redeemer associates humanity with himself and leads it back to the
Father; in the embrace of the Crucified One all human suffering finds
light and comfort;

—- We cannot be without the banquet of the Eucharist, the table of
the Lord to which we are invited as sons and daughters, brothers
and sisters to receive the Risen Christ himself, present in body, blood,
soul and divinity in that Bread of heaven which sustains us in the
joys and labours of this earthly pilgrimage;

—- We cannot be without the Christian community, the family of the
Lord: we need to meet our brothers and sisters who share the sonship
of God, the fraternity of Christ, the vocation and the search for
holiness and the salvation of their souls in the rich diversity of ages,
personal histories, charisms and vocations;

—- We cannot be without the house of the Lord, which is our home,
without the holy places where we were born to faith, where we
discovered the provident presence of the Lord and discovered the
merciful embrace that lifts up those who have fallen, where we



18

consecrated our vocation to marriage or religious life, where we
prayed and gave thanks, rejoiced and wept, where we entrusted to
the Father our loved ones who had completed their earthly pilgrimage;

—- We cannot be without the Lord’s Day, without Sunday which gives
light and meaning to the successions of days of work and to family
and social responsibilities.

As much as the means of communication perform a valued service
to the sick and those who are unable to go to church, and have
performed a great service in the broadcast of Holy Mass at a time
when there was no possibility of community celebrations, no
broadcast is comparable to personal participation or can replace it.
On the contrary, these broadcasts alone risk distancing us from a
personal and intimate encounter with the incarnate God who gave
himself to us not in a virtual way, but really, saying: “He who eats my
flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him” (Jn 6:56). This
physical contact with the Lord is vital, indispensable, irreplaceable.
Once the concrete measures that can be taken to reduce the spread
of the virus to a minimum have been identified and adopted, it is
necessary that all resume their place in the assembly of brothers
and sisters, rediscover the irreplaceable preciousness and beauty
of the celebration of the liturgy, and invite and encourage again those
brothers and sisters have been discouraged, frightened, absent or
uninvolved for too long.

This Discastery intends to reaffirm some principles and suggest some
courses of action to promote a rapid and safe return to the celebration
of the Eucharist.

Due attention to hygiene and safety regulations cannot lead to the
sterilisation of gestures and rites, to the instilling, even unconsciously,
of fear and insecurity in the faithful.

It is up to the prudent but firm action of the Bishops to ensure that
the participation of the faithful in the celebration of the Eucharist is
not reduced by public authorities to a “gathering”, and is not
considered comparable or even subordinate to forms of recreational
activities.

Liturgical norms are not matters on which civil authorities can
legislate, but only the competent ecclesiastical authorities
(cf. Sacrosanctum Concilium, 22).
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The participation of the faithful in the liturgical celebrations should
be facilitated, but without improvised ritual experiments and in full
respect of the norms contained in the liturgical books which govern
their conduct. In the liturgy, an experience of sacredness, holiness
and beauty that transfigures, gives a foretaste of the harmony of the
eternal blessedness. Care should therefore be taken to ensure the
dignity of the places, the sacred furnishings, the manner of
celebration, according to the authoritative instruction of the Second
Vatican Council: “The rites should be distinguished by a noble
simplicity” (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 34).

The faithful should be recognised as having the right to receive the
Body of Christ and to worship the Lord present in the Eucharist in
the manner provided for, without limitations that go even beyond
what is provided for by the norms of hygiene issued by public
authorities or Bishops.

In the Eucharistic celebration the faithful adore the Risen Jesus
present; and we see with what ease the sense of adoration, the
prayer of adoration, is lost. In their catechesis we ask Pastors to
insist on the necessity of adoration.

A sure principle in order not to err is obedience. Obedience to the
norms of the Church, obedience to the Bishops. In times of difficulty
(e.g. wars, pandemics), Bishops and Episcopal Conferences can
give provisional norms which must be obeyed. Obedience safeguards
the treasure entrusted to the Church. The measures given by the
Bishops and Episcopal Conferences expire when the situation returns
to normal.

The Church will continue to cherish the human person as whole.
She bears witness to hope, invites us to trust in God, recalls that
earthly existence is important, but much more important is eternal
life: sharing the same life with God for eternity is our goal, our
vocation. This is the faith of the Church, witnessed over the centuries
by hosts of martyrs and saints, a positive proclamation that frees us
from the one-dimensional reductionisms and from ideologies. The
Church unites proclamation and accompaniment towards the eternal
salvation of souls with the necessary concern for public health. Let
us therefore continue to entrust ourselves confidently to God’s mercy,
to invoke the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, salus infirmorum
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at auxilium christianorum, for all those who are sorely tried by the
pandemic and every other affliction, let us persevere in prayer for
those who have left this life, and at the same time let us renew our
intention to be witnesses of the Risen One and heralds of a sure
hope, which transcends the limits of this world.

From the Vatican, 15 August 2020

Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

The Supreme Pontiff Francis, in the Audience granted on 3
September 2020 to the undersigned Cardinal Prefect of the
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Disciple of the Sacraments,
approved this Letter and ordered its publication.

Robert Card. Sarah
Prefect 

"The pastoral conversion of the Parish Community
a document from  the Congregation for the Clergy"

The pastoral conversion of the Parish community in the service of
the evangelising mission of the Church

Introduction

1. The ecclesiological reflection of the Second Vatican Council,
together with the considerable social and cultural changes of
recent decades, has resulted in various Particular Churches
having to reorganise the manner in which the pastoral care of
Parish communities are assigned. This has made it possible to
initiate new experiences, enhancing the dimension of communion
and implementing, under the guidance of pastors, a harmonious
synthesis of charisms and vocations at the service of the
proclamation of the Gospel, which better corresponds to the
demands of evangelisation today.

Pope Francis, at the beginning of his Petrine ministry, recalled
the importance of “creativity”, meaning thereby “seeking new
ways”, that is “seeking how best to proclaim the Gospel”; in respect
of this, the Holy Father concluded by saying, “the Church, and
also the Code of Canon Law, gives us innumerable possibilities,
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much freedom to seek these things”[1].

2. The situations outlined in the following Instruction, represent a
valuable opportunity for pastoral conversion that is essentially
missionary. Parish communities will find herein a call to go out of
themselves, offering instruments for reform, even structural, in a
spirit of communion and collaboration, of encounter and
closeness, of mercy and solicitude for the proclamation of the
Gospel.

I.  Pastoral Conversion

3. Pastoral conversion is one of the central themes in the “new phase
of evangelisation”[2] that the Church is called to foster today,
whereby Christian communities be ever more centres conducive
to an encounter with Christ.

The Holy Father, in this regard, recommends that: “If something
should rightly disturb us and trouble our consciences, it is the
fact that so many of our brothers and sisters are living without the
strength, light and consolation born of friendship with Jesus Christ,
without a community of faith to support them, without meaning
and a goal in life. More than by fear of going astray, my hope is
that we will be moved by the fear of remaining shut up within
structures which give us a false sense of security, within rules
which make us harsh judges, within habits which make us feel
safe, while at our door people are starving and Jesus does not
tire of saying to us: “Give them something to eat” (Mk 6:37)”[3].

4. Urged on by this concern, the Church “faithful to her own tradition
and at the same time conscious of her universal mission, she
can enter into communion with the various civilizations, to their
enrichment and the enrichment of the Church herself”[4]. The
fruitful and creative encounter between the Gospel and the culture
leads to true progress: on the one hand, the Word of God is
incarnate in the history of men, thus renews it; on the other hand,
“the Church […] can and ought to be enriched by the development
of human social life”[5], enhancing thereby, in our present age,
the mission entrusted to her by Christ.

5. The Church proclaims that the Word, “became flesh and lived
among us” (Jn 1:14). This Word of God, who loves to dwell in our
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midst, in his inexhaustible richness[6], was received the world
over by diverse peoples, inspiring in them the most noble of
aspirations, such as the desire for God, the dignity of every human
life, equality among men and respect for difference within the
single human family, dialogue as a means to participation, a
longing for peace, welcome as an expression of fraternity and
solidarity, together with a responsible care for creation[7].

It is unthinkable, therefore, that such newness, whose propagation
to the ends of the earth remains incomplete, abates or, worse
still, disappears[8]. In order for the journey of the Word to continue,
the Christian community must make a determined missionary
decision “capable of transforming everything, so that the Church’s
customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, language
and structures can be suitably channelled for the evangelisation
of today’s world rather than for her self-preservation”[9].

II. The Parish in a contemporary context

6. The aforesaid missionary conversion, which naturally leads to a
reform of structures, concerns the Parish in particular, namely
that community gathered around the Table of the Word and the
Eucharist.

The Parish has a long history and from the outset, it has played a
fundamental role in the life of Christians and in the development
and pastoral work of the Church. We can see this in the writings
of Saint Paul. Several of the Pauline texts show us the formation
of small communities as domestic churches, which the Apostle
simply calls a “house” (cf., for example, Rm 16:3-5; 1 Co 16:19-
20; Phil 4:22). With these “houses”, we get a foretaste of the birth
of the first “Parishes”.

7. Since its inception, the Parish is envisioned as a response to a
precise pastoral need, namely that of bringing the Gospel to the
People through the proclamation of the faith and the celebration
of the Sacraments. The etymology of the word makes clear the
meaning of the institution: the Parish is a house among houses[10]
and is a response to the logic of the Incarnation of Jesus Christ,
alive and active among the community. It is visibly characterised
then, as a place of worship, a sign of the permanent presence of
the Risen Lord in the midst of his People.
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8. The territorial configuration of the Parish, however, must confront
a peculiar characteristic of our contemporary world, whereby
increased mobility and the digital culture have expanded the
confines of existence. On the one hand, people are less
associated today with a definite and immutable geographical
context, living instead in “a global and pluralist village”; on the
other hand, the digital culture has inevitably altered the concept
of space, together with people’s language and behaviour,
especially in younger generations.

Moreover, it is quite easy to hypothesise about how the continuous
development of technology will ultimately change our way of
thinking, together with the understanding of self and of social
living. The speed of change, successive cultural models, the ease
of movement and the speed of communication are transforming
the perception of space and time.

9. As a living community of believers, the Parish finds itself in a
context whereby the territorial affiliation is increasingly less
evident, where places of association are multiplied and where
interpersonal relationships risk being dissolved into a virtual world
without any commitment or responsibility towards one’s neighbour.

10. It is noteworthy how such cultural changes and the evolving
territorial ties are fostering within the Church, through the grace
of the Holy Spirit, a new discernment around community, “which
consists in seeing reality with the eyes of God, with a view to
unity and communion”[11]. The whole People of God must
urgently embrace the Holy Spirit’s invitation to begin the process
of “renewing” the face of the Church.

III. The value of the Parish today

11. In virtue of this discernment, the Parish is called upon to read the
signs of the times, while adapting both to the needs of the faithful
and to historical changes. A renewed vitality is required that
favours the rediscovery of the vocation of the baptised as a disciple
of Jesus Christ and a missionary of the Gospel, in light of the
Second Vatican Council and subsequent Magisterium.

12. The Council Fathers were prescient in writing: “the care of souls
should always be infused with a missionary spirit”[12]. In continuity
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with this teaching, Saint John Paul II specified that: “Whilst the
Parish is perfected and integrated in a variety of forms, it
nevertheless remains an indispensable organism of primary
importance in the visible structure of the Church”, whereby
“evangelisation is the cornerstone of all pastoral action, the
demands of which are primary, preeminent and preferential”[13].
Subsequently, Benedict XVI taught, “the parish is a beacon that
radiates the light of the faith and thus responds to the deepest
and truest desires of the human heart, giving meaning and hope
to the lives of individuals and families”[14]. Lastly, Pope Francis
recalled how “the parish encourages and trains its members to
be evangelisers”[15].

13. In order to promote the centrality of the missionary presence of
the Christian community in the world[16], it is important not only
to think about a new experience of Parish, but also about the
ministry and mission of priests, who, together with the lay faithful,
have the task of being “salt and light of the world” (cf. Mt 5:13-
14), a “lamp on a lamp-stand” (cf. Mk 4:21), showing forth the
face of an evangelising community, capable of an adequate
reading of the signs of the times and of giving witness to coherent
evangelical living.

14. Beginning with a consideration of the signs of the times, it is
necessary, in listening to the Spirit, to produce new signs. With
the Parish no longer being the primary gathering and social centre,
as in former days, it is thus necessary to find new forms of
accompaniment and closeness. A task of this kind ought not to
be seen as a burden, but rather as a challenge to be embraced
with enthusiasm.

15. Imitating their Master, the Lord’s disciples, in the school of Saints
and shepherds, learned, not without suffering, how to await the
times and ways of God, thus nurturing the certainty that He is
present until the end of time, and that the Holy Spirit – the beating
heart in the life of the Church– gathers together the children of
God dispersed throughout the world. As a result, the Christian
community should not be afraid to begin and accompany
processes within territories that are host to diverse cultures, in
the sure and certain hope that, for the disciples of Christ, “nothing
genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their hearts”[17].
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IV. Mission :  the guiding principle for renewal

16. Given the above-mentioned changing realities, their generous
dedication notwithstanding, the current Parish model no longer
adequately corresponds to the many expectations of the faithful,
especially when one considers the multiplicity of community types
in existence today[18]. It is true that a characteristic of the Parish
is that its rootedness at the centre of where people live from day
to day. However, the Parish territory is no longer a geographical
space only, but also the context in which people express their
lives in terms of relationships, reciprocal service and ancient
traditions. It is in this “existential territory” where the challenges
facing the Church in the midst of the community are played out.
As a result, any pastoral action that is limited to the territory of the
Parish is outdated, which is something the parishioners
themselves observe when their Parish appears to be more
interested in preserving a nostalgia of former times as opposed
to looking to the future with courage[19]. It is worth noting, however,
that from a canonical perspective, the territorial principle remains
in force, when required by law[20].

17. Moreover, mere repetitive action that fails to have an impact upon
people’s concrete lives remains a sterile attempt at survival, which
is usually welcomed by general indifference. If the Parish does
not exude that spiritual dynamic of evangelisation, it runs the risk
of becoming self-referential and fossilised, offering experiences
that are devoid of evangelical flavour and missionary drive, of
interest only to small groups.

18. The renewal of evangelisation requires a new approach with
diverse pastoral proposals, so that the Word of God and the
sacramental life can reach everyone in a way that is coherent
with their state in life. Ecclesial membership in our present age is
less a question of birthplace, much less where someone grew
up, as it is about being part of a community by adoption[21], where
the faithful have a more extensive experience of the Word of God
than they do of being a body made up of many members, with
everyone working for the common good (1 Co 12:12-27).

19. Over and above places and reasons for membership, the Parish
community is the human context wherein the evangelising work
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of the Church is carried out, where Sacraments are celebrated
and where charity is exercised, all with missionary zeal, which,
apart from being an intrinsic part of pastoral action, is a litmus
test of its authenticity. In this present age, marked at times by
marginalisation and solitude, the Parish community is called to
be a living sign of the proximity of Christ through fraternal bonds,
ever attentive to new forms of poverty.

20. In view of what has been said so far, it is necessary to identify
perspectives that allow for the renewal of “traditional” Parish
structures in terms of mission. This is the heart of the desired
pastoral conversion, which must touch the proclamation of the
Word of God, the sacramental life and the witness of charity, in
other words the essential areas in which the Parish grows and
conforms to the Mystery in which it believes.

21. Perusing the Acts of the Apostles, one realises the transformative
effect of the Word of God, that interior power that brings about
the conversion of hearts. The Word is the food that nourishes
the Lord’s disciples and makes them witnesses to the Gospel in
the various circumstances of life. The Scriptures contain a
prophetic impetus that makes them into a living force. It is
necessary to provide instruction on how to listen and mediate
on the Word of God through a variety of different approaches to
proclamation[22], adopting clear and comprehensible means of
communication that announce the Lord Jesus according to the
ever new witness of the kerygma[23].

22. The celebration of the Eucharistic mystery is “the source and
summit of the whole Christian life”[24] and accordingly, the
essential moment for building up the Parish community. Therein,
the Church becomes aware of the meaning of her name
(Ecclesia): the coming together of the People of God to praise,
implore, intercede and give thanks. In celebrating the Eucharist,
the Christian community welcomes the living presence of the
Crucified and Risen Lord, receiving the announcement of the
entire mystery of salvation.

23. The Church perceives here the need to rediscover Christian
initiation, which generates new life, as it is placed within the
mystery of God’s own life. It is a journey that is ongoing, that
transcends celebrations or events, because, in essence, it is
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defined, not as a duty to fulfil a “rite of passage”, but rather as a
perpetual sequela Christi. In this context, it would be useful to
establish a mystagogical itinerary that genuinely affects
existence[25]. Catechesis needs to be presented as an ongoing
proclamation of the Mystery of Christ, the objective of which is to
foster in the heart of the baptised that full stature of Christ (cf.
Eph 4:13) that is derived from a personal encounter with the Lord
of life.

Pope Francis has recalled the need to “mention two false forms
of holiness that can lead us astray: gnosticism and pelagianism.
They are two heresies from early Christian times, yet they continue
to plague us”[26]. In the case of gnosticism, one is dealing with
an abstract faith that is purely intellectual and made up of
knowledge that is far from lived reality; meanwhile, pelagianism
leads man to depend on his own abilities, thus ignoring the action
of the Holy Spirit.

24. In the mysterious interplay between the action of God and that of
man, the proclamation of the Gospel comes through men and
women who give credibility to what they say through the witness
of their lives, together with their interpersonal relationships that
inspire trust and hope. In these times, marked as they are by
indifferentism, individualism and the exclusion of others, the
rediscovery of brotherhood is paramount and integral to
evangelisation, which is closely linked to human relationships[27].
In this way, the Christian community makes Our Lord’s words
their own, as they spur us to “put out into the deep” (Lk 5:4),
trusting in the Master as we pay out the nets in the assurance of
hauling a “large catch”[28].

25. The ‘culture of encounter’ is conducive to dialogue, solidarity and
openness to others, as it is person-centred. Naturally, a Parish
must be a place that brings people together and fosters long-
term personal relationships, thereby giving people a sense of
belonging and being wanted.

26. The Parish community is called truly to master the “art of
accompaniment”. If deep roots are planted, the Parish will become
a place where solitude is overcome, which has affected so many
lives, as well as being “a sanctuary where the thirsty come to
drink in the midst of their journey and a centre of constant



28

missionary outreach”[29].

V. “A community of communities”: A Parish that is
inclusive, evangelising and attentive to the poor

27. The subject of the missionary and evangelising action of the
Church is always the People of God as a whole. The Code of
Canon Law emphasises that the Parish is not identified as a
building or a series of structures, but rather as a specific
community of the faithful, where the Parish Priest is the proper
pastor[30]. Pope Francis recalled that “the parish is the presence
of the Church in a given territory, an environment for hearing God’s
word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation,
charitable outreach, worship and celebration”, and affirmed that
it is “a community of communities”[31].

28. The various components that make up the Parish are called to
communion and unity. When each part recognises its
complementary role in service of the community, on the one hand,
we see the fulfilment of the collaborative ministry of the Parish
Priest with his Assistant Priests, while on the other hand, we see
how the various charisms of deacons, consecrated men and
women and the laity, cooperate in building up the singular body
of Christ (cf. 1 Co 12:12).

29. The Parish is a community gathered together by the Holy Spirit
to announce the Word of God and bring new children of God to
birth in the baptismal font. Assembled by the pastor, the Parish
celebrates the memorial of the passion, death and resurrection
of the Lord, bearing witness to faith in charity, living in a permanent
state of mission, whilst ensuring that no one is excluded from the
salvific, life-giving message. Pope Francis expressed it thus: “The
parish is not an outdated institution; precisely because it
possesses great flexibility, it can assume quite different contours
depending on the openness and missionary creativity of the pastor
and the community. While certainly not the only institution which
evangelises, if the parish proves capable of self-renewal and
constant adaptability, it continues to be “the Church living in the
midst of the homes of her sons and daughters”. This presumes
that it really is in contact with the homes and the lives of its people,
and does not become a useless structure out of touch with people
or a self-absorbed group made up of a chosen few. […] We must
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admit, though, that the call to review and renew our parishes has
not yet sufficed to bring them nearer to people, to make them
environments of living communion and participation, and to make
them completely mission-oriented”[32].

30. The “spiritual and ecclesial style of Shrines” – which are true
“missionary outposts” in their own right – is not extraneous to the
Parish, characterised as they are by their sprit of welcome, their
life of prayer and silence that renews the spirit, the celebration of
the Sacrament of Reconciliation and their care for the poor. Parish
pilgrimages to various Shrines are precious instruments that can
serve to strengthen fraternal communion, openness and welcome
upon return to the Parish[33].

31. A Shrine, then, is analogous to a Parish in that it encompasses
all the characteristics and services that ought to be found in the
parish community, as it represents for the faithful the desired goal
of their interior searching and a place where they can encounter
the merciful face of Christ in a welcoming Church.

Frequenting Shrines can help the faithful rediscover their being
“anointed by the Holy One” (1 Jn 2:20), that is to say their baptismal
consecration. At such places, one learns to celebrate with fervour
the mysterious presence of God in the midst his people in the
liturgy, in the beauty of the evangelising mission of the baptised,
and in the call to exercise charity in daily life[34].

32. A ‘sanctuary’ open to all, the Parish, called to reach out to
everyone, without exception, should remember that the poor and
excluded must always have a privileged place in the heart of the
Church. As Pope Benedict XVI affirmed: “The Gospel is addressed
in a special way to the poor”[35]. In addition, as Pope Francis
observed “the new evangelisation is an invitation to acknowledge
the saving power at work in their lives and to put them at the
centre of the Church’s pilgrim way. We are called to find Christ in
them, to lend our voice to their causes, but also to be their friends,
to listen to them, to speak for them and to embrace the mysterious
wisdom which God wishes to share with us through them”[36].

33. Oftentimes, the Parish community is the first place of personal
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human encounter that the poor have with the face of the Church.
Priests, deacons and consecrated men and women are among
the first to have compassion for the “wounded flesh”[37] of their
brothers and sisters, to visit the sick, to support the unemployed
and their families, thereby opening the door to those in need.
With their gaze fixed upon them, the Parish community
evangelises and is evangelised by the poor, discovering anew
the call to preach the Word in all settings[38], whilst recalling the
“supreme law” of charity, by which we shall all be judged[39].

(to be continued... next news letter)

MESSAGE  FROM  CCBI

PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF CREATION HOLY HOUR –
EUCHARISTICADORATION

September 2020

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:

Entrance Hymn (Great is Your Name Lord or Please choose a relevant
Hymn)

Introduction: (The following is to be read from the Holy Father’s
letter of 6 August 2015 to Cardinals Koch and Turkson designating
September 1 as the Day of Prayer forCreation)

As Christians we wish to contribute to resolving the ecological crisis
which humanity is presently experiencing. In doing so, we must first
rediscover in our own rich spiritual patrimony the deepest motivations
for our concern for the care of creation. We need always  to keep in
mind that, for believers in Jesus Christ, the Word of God who became
man for our sake,” the life of the spirit is not dissociated from the
body or from nature or from worldly realities, but lived in and with
them, in communion with all that surrounds us” (Laudato Si’, 216).
The ecological crisis thus summons us to a profound spiritual
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conversion: Christians are called to ”an ecological conversion where
by the effects of their encounter with Jesus Christ become evident
in their relationship with the world around them”(ibid.,217). For” living
our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life
of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary as pectof our Christian
experience”(ibid.).

The annual World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation will offer
individual believers and  communities afitting opportunity to reaffirm
their personal vocation to best ewards of creation, to thank God for
the wonderful handiwork which he has entrusted to our care, and to
implore his help for the protection of creation as well as his pardon
for the sins committed  against the world in which we live. The
celebration of this Day, on the same date as the Orthodox Church,
will be avaluable opportunity to bear witness to our growing
communion  with our Orthodox brothers and sisters. We live at a
time when all Christians are faced with the same decisive challenges,
to which we must respond together, in order to be more credible and
effective. It is my hope that this Day will in some way also involve
other Churches and ecclesial Communities, and be celebrated in
union with similar initiatives of the World Council of Churches.

Leader: In the midst of the pandemic which rages and affects all of
creation, as Christians today we wish to contribute to resolving the
ecological crisis which humanity is presently experiencing. In doing
so, we must first rediscover in our own rich spiritual patrimony the
deepest motivations for our concern for the care of creation.

Reader 1: We need always to keep in mind that, for believers in
Jesus Christ, the Word of God who became man for our sake, “the
life of the Spirit is not dissociated from the body or from nature or
from worldly realities, but lived in and with them, in communion with
all that surrounds us” (Laudato Si’, 216).

PAUSE for silent reflection

Penitential Rite

Leader: The ecological crisis thus summons us to a profound spiritual
conversion: Christians are called to “an ecological conversion
whereby the effects of their encounter with Jesus Christ become
evident in their relationship with the world around them” (Laudato
Si’, 217).
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Response: We Ask Your Pardon, Lord -

Leader: Let us reinvigorate the much-needed sense of responsibility
for environmental ecology as well as for human ecology. Caring for
the environment and caring for our neighbours must always come
together. For the times we have failed we pray,

Response: We Ask Your Pardon, Lord -

Leader: Let us educate and form the faithful in our vocation to be
stewards of creation, co-workers of God in developing the goods of
the earth for the benefit of all, the promotion of the common good
and the stability of future generations. For our shortcomings we pray,

Response: We Ask Your Pardon, Lord -

All Pray Together: For “living our vocation to be protectors of God’s
handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or a
secondary aspect of our Christian experience”

Leader: May Almighty God forgive us our sins especially our failure
to care for our Environment and for taking it for granted and bring
us to everlasting life. Amen.

AllPrayTogether:Wepraiseandblessyou,OLord,foryouaretheKingofallages,
and through Christ your Son you have made all thatis.

(The Following Prayer to be prayed in Choir… Two groups, Choir 1
and Choir 2)

Leader: In the beginning of the beginning, you breathed upon the
waters of creation, and filled the earth with life through your
vibrantSpirit.

Choir1:Theheavensdeclareyourglory,OLord,andthestarsoftheskybringlight
to our darkness. You spoke, and the earth burst forth in life, you
saw that it was good.

Choir 2: You called forth creation, and enlivened every creature on
land and sea. You made human beings in your image, and set us
over the whole world in all of its wonders.

Choir 1: You gave us share in your dominion, and called us “to till
and to keep” this

garden, the work of your hands.
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Choir 2: As day gives way to evening, we praise you for your manifold
gifts.

Choir 1: May our adoration give glory to your name, so that we may
serve you with faithfulness and love.

Choir 2: May our daily care for your creation show reverence for your
name, and reveal your saving power in every creature under heaven.

All: We make this prayer in the name of Christ your son, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, One God forever and ever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Genesis 1:26 – 2:3.15;

Pause for Silent Reflection (Suitable Hymn to be sung) Matthew 6:25-33

Reflection: (To be read slowly, The Introduction and then the
paragraphs from

Laudato Si’, with a pause after each paragraph for silent meditation)

We are living in very challenging times today, through history-shaping
events like our present pandemic crisis. People everywhere at this
time of pandemic are crying out for hope, and our faith is urgently
needed at this time to shed light for our way. It is but fitting in a time
like this, when the world has come together as one in the face of a
crisis that we turn to our faith. Our Faith - in our God who is Father
who cares for us, Son who is with us and Spirit within us.

Laudato Si’, the Encyclical of Pope Francis on Care for Our Common
Home was issued 5 years ago on 24th May 2015. It teaches us how-
to live-in harmony withour world and how to build a better world-
together as children of Our One God. We now become aware that
we stand united with our brothers and sisters in faith as we grow
through the crisis of this moment to build a better tomorrow for
ourselvesand ourchildren.

Let us during this time of prayer reflect on the Encyclical of Pope
Francis, Laudato Si’ and search our hearts to understand the situation
our creation faces and how we can play our part in protecting our
Creation.

Reader 1: Pope Francis says: “Many things have to change course,
but it is we human beings above all who need to change. We lack an
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awareness of our common origin, of our mutual belonging, and of a
future to be shared with everyone. This basic awareness would
enable the development of new convictions, attitudes and forms of
life. A great cultural, spiritual and educational challenge stands before
us, and it will demand that we set out on the long path of renewal”
(#202).

As practical steps Pope Francis suggests:” Education in
environmental responsibility can encourage ways of acting which
directly and significantly affect the world around us, such as avoiding
the use of plastic and paper, reducing water consumption, separating
refuse, cooking only what can reasonably be consumed, showing
care for other living beings, using public transport or car-pooling,
planting trees, turning off unnecessary lights, or any number of other
practices. All of these reflect a generous and worthy creativity which
brings out the best in human beings. Reusing something instead of
immediately discarding it, when done for the right reasons, can be
an act of love which expresses our own dignity” (#211).

Pause for Silent Reflection: Followed by

Laudate omnes gentes, Laudate Dominum. (Taize Chant 3 times)
or any other suitable chant

Reader 2: Speaking on the challenge we face with regard to Water
as a precious resource Pope Francis says:” One particularly serious
problem is the quality of water available to the poor… Yet access to
safe drinkable water is a basic and universal human right, since it is
essential to human survival and, as such, is a condition for the
exercise of other human rights. Our world has a grave social debt
towards the poor who lack access to drinking water, because they
are denied the right to a life consistent with their inalienable dignity”
(#29-30).

Pause for Silent Reflection: Followed by

Laudate omnes gentes, Laudate Dominum. (Taize Chant 3 times)
or any other suitable chant.

Reader 3: The Holy Father cautions all on the effect of Global
warming: “A very solid scientific consensus indicates that we are
presently witnessing a disturbing warming of the climatic system. In
recent decades this warming has been accompanied by a constant
rise in the sea level and, it would appear, by an increaseof extreme
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weather events, even if a scientifically determinable cause cannot
be assigned to each particular phenomenon. Humanity is called
to recognize the need for changes of lifestyle, production and
consumption, in order to combat this warming or at least the human
causes which produce or aggravate it” (#23).

Pause for Silent Reflection: Followed by

Laudate omnes gentes, Laudate Dominum. (Taize Chant 3 times)
or any other suitable chant

Reader 4: Pope Francis draws our attention to the intimate
connection between the destruction of the environment and its
effect on the poor. He says: “The human environment and the
natural environment deteriorate together; we cannot adequately
combat environmental degradation unless we attend to causes
related to human and social degradation. In fact, the deterioration
of the environment and of society affects the most vulnerable people
on the planet: ‘Both everyday experience and scientific research
show that the gravest effects of all attacks on the environment are
suffered by the poorest’”(#48).

Pause for Silent Reflection: Followed by

Laudate omnes gentes, Laudate Dominum. (Taize Chant 3 times)
or any other suitable chant

Finally, The Holy Father urges us all never to give up but to be
people of Hope, but hope is built through definite action in the
here and now. “Yet all is not lost.  Human beings, while capable of
the worst, are also capable of rising above themselves, choosing
again what is good, and making a new start, despite their mental
and social conditioning. We are able to take an honest look at
ourselves, to acknowledge our deep dissatisfaction, and to embark
on new paths to authentic freedom. No system can completely
suppress our openness to what is good, true and beautiful, or our
God-given ability to respond to his grace at work deep in our hearts.
I appeal to everyone throughout the world not to forget this dignity
which  is ours. No one has the right to take it from us.(#205)”

(Silent Reflection/Adoration)

Hymn: This World Oh Lord is a beautiful Place or any other suitable
hymn
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Intercessions

Leader: As we pray in gratitude for God’s blessing upon all of creation
and the work

of our hands, let us not forget that we must do the works of holiness
in our lives.

Let us, then, pray to God, saying: Lord of Creation, hear our prayer.
Response: Lord of Creation, hear our prayer.

+ All provident God, your care has given us food from the earth;
grant that the crops we harvest may sustain us in body and help us
to grow in spirit, we pray to the Lord…

+ You feed the birds of the air and clothe the lilies of the field; teach
us to seek first

your kingship over us and teach us your way of holiness, we pray to
the Lord….

+ Through Jesus Christ you have made the  world  abound  in  works
of  holiness;  grant that, living in him, we may  share  in his fullness
and life and bear  much  fruit,  we pray to theLord….

+ In the Eucharist you have taken up the fruits of our hands as signs
of the mystery of faith; grant that the gifts we bring especially of our
talents and capabilities, our very lives be consecrated at your son’s
table and may work for the continuing good of the Church’s life, we
pray to the Lord…

+ You planned that all your children should share in the goods of
your creation; grant that all those who are in need may come to
enjoy an untroubled life and to glorify you and praise your holy name,
we pray to the Lord…

+ You govern creation with your wisdom and grace: we pray that our
world and national leaders may learn from you and do all it takes to
protect, promote, and foster harmony in creation, we pray to the
Lord…

+ You are the great healer of heart and mind, restorer of all creation;
we pray that you bring healing to our suffering world torn and
wounded by the pandemic, that you give solace to the suffering,
hope to the dejected, help to the unemployed, and reinvigorate all
who call on you for grace and strength, we pray to the Lord…
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(Local needs and intentions may be added)

+ Let us pray in silence before the Eucharistic Lord for our own
personal and family

needs atthismoment ....................... We pray to theLord…

Our Father … Let us pray together in the words the Lord has taught
us…

CONCLUDING BLESSING

Leader: May your blessing act in us, O Lord, and transform us with
your renewing power, so that we might be wholly disposed to heed
the cry of the poor and theearth and give ourselves wholeheartedly
to their care and protection. And may we receive the joy of your gifts
and praise your name, now and forever. (Amen)

Benediction Hymn Benediction

Concluding Marian Hymn: (Recommend the Magnificat)

LAUDATO SI’ SESSION - TOWARDS
A NEW LIFESTYLE

Recognising that life as we know it has changed significantly in the
last months due to the COVID-19 Lockdown, we still join the world
in commemorating the 5th Anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical,
Laudato Si’. The encyclical, on ecology and climate change, is an
open appeal for dialogue and conversation about the future of our
common home — a home we all share, regardless of faith or
ideology. This reflection is an invitation for you to see and experience
God in new ways while being attentive to your own context and live
experiences. Indeed, in giving Pope Francis’ letter our attention
during this global pandemic, we gain new perspective to how the
consumerist attitude of the world is damaging ecology.
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TOWARDS A NEW LIFESTYLE
Let us ponder how we might contribute to a more sustainable culture.
Pope Francis has sharp words with which to motivate us. In effect,
he accuses much of contemporary society as having adopted what
he calls a “techno-economic paradigm” that brings about “compulsive
consumerism”, a “whirlwind of needless buying and spending”. “This
paradigm,” Francis writes, “leads people to believe that they are free
as long as they have the supposed freedom to consume” (para. 203).

He goes on to say that, most of us probably don’t possess the self-
awareness it will take to shape a new lifestyle in the world today. It is
as if we have been so programmed to connect our sense of freedom,
in general, with our freedom to consume, in particular, that many of
us don’t know what else to do with our freedom than binge at will.

World Facts
In 1998, the inequality in consumption was wide, but the United
Nations also provided some eye-opening statistics worth noting here:
Today’s consumption is undermining the environmental resource
base. It is worsening the inequalities. And the dynamics of the
consumption-poverty-inequality-environment nexus are accelerating.
If the trends continue without change — not redistributing from high-
income to low-income consumers, not shifting from polluting to
cleaner goods and production technologies, not promoting goods
that empower poor producers, not shifting priority from consumption
for conspicuous display to meeting basic needs — today’s problems
of consumption and human development will worsen.

… The real issue is not consumption itself but its patterns and effects.

… Inequalities in consumption are stark. Globally, 20% of the world’s
people in the highest- income countries account for 86% of total private
consumption expenditures — the poorest 20% a minuscule 1.3%.

More specifically, the richest fifth:
Consume 45% of all meat and fish, the poorest fifth 5% Consume
58% of total energy, the poorest fifth less than 4% Have 74% of all
telephone lines, the poorest fifth 1.5% Consume 84% of all paper, the
poorest fifth 1.1% Own 87% of the world’s vehicle fleet, the poorest
fifth less than 1% Runaway growth in consumption in the past 50
years is putting strains on the environment never before seen.

The above is the Human Development Report 1998 Overview, United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
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If available today, it would likely be that the breakdowns shown for
the 1998 figures will not be as wide today in 2020 as development
of countries continue. However, they are likely to still show wide
inequalities in consumption. If emerging nations follow the same
path as rich countries, their consumption patterns will also be
damaging to the environment.

In the midst of the debate for care for creation and the misuse of
nature’s resources, everything has come to a stop. The COVID-19
pandemic with all its threat and potency has made us rethink about
a new way of life. Not able to move around freely or socialise, even
the fact that work from home has become a viable option for many,
has reduced consumption drastically. The pandemic has also taught
us to prioritise and buy only what we need as against the endless
wants we have. It has given a pause to human excesses allowing
Mother Nature to heal and recover.

Questions
Do you think Pope Francis is too sharp, or is he right: is our sense
of freedom so bound up with the freedom to consume that they are
difficult to separate?

It may help to consider these questions in the light of the coronavirus
pandemic.

As markets halted and our patterns of consumption shifted, have
we proven to be the kind of people who respond in new ways?

Have new ways of sustaining an integral ecology opened up to us,
or have we all just been anxious to get back to business as usual?
Pause to think this through in terms of your own experience.

Prayer
Creator, you give us life.
Help us as a world community to honour you
as we care for your precious creation.
Redeemer, you give us hope.
Help us especially the decision makers see new ways of living
as we turn from the path of destruction.
Holy Spirit, you give us unity.
Help us especially those who speak up to find strength in the love
between us as we seek healing for the Earth.

Amen.
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Library of the Apostolic Palace
Wednesday, 19 August 2020

Catechesis “To Heal the world”:
3. The preferential option for the
    poor and the virtue of charity

Dear brothers and sisters, good day!

The pandemic has exposed the plight of the poor and the great
inequality that reigns in the world. And the virus, while it does not
distinguish between people, has found, in its devastating path, great
inequalities and discrimination. And it has exacerbated them!

The response to the pandemic is therefore dual. On the one hand, it
is essential to find a cure for this small but terrible virus, which has
brought the whole world to its knees. On the other, we must also
cure a larger virus, that of social injustice, inequality of opportunity,
marginalisation, and the lack of protection for the weakest. In this
dual response for healing there is a choice that, according to the
Gospel, cannot be lacking: the preferential option for the poor (see
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii gaudium [EG], 195). And this is not
a political option; nor is it an ideological option, a party option… no.
The preferential option for the poor is at the centre of the Gospel.
And the first to do this was Jesus; we heard this in the reading from
the Letter to the Corinthians which was read at the beginning. Since
He was rich, He made Himself poor to enrich us. He made Himself
one of us and for this reason, at the centre of the Gospel, there is
this option, at the centre of Jesus’ proclamation.

Christ Himself, Who is God, despoiled Himself, making Himself
similar to men; and he chose not a life of privilege, but he chose  the
condition of a servant (cf. Phil 2:6-7). He annihilated Himself by
making Himself a servant. He was born into a humble family and
worked as a craftsman. At the beginning of His preaching, He
announced that in the Kingdom of God the poor are blessed
(cf. Mt 5:3; Lk 6:20; EG, 197). He stood among the sick, the poor,
the excluded, showing them God’s merciful love (cf. Catechism of
the Catholic Church, 2444). And many times He was judged an
impure man because He went to the sick, to lepers… and this made
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people impure, according to the law of the age. And He took risks to
be near to the poor.

Therefore, Jesus’ followers recognise themselves by their closeness
to the poor, the little ones, the sick and the imprisoned, the excluded
and the forgotten, those without food and clothing (cf. Mt 25:31-
36; CCC, 2443). We can read that famous protocol by which we will
all be judged, we will all be judged. It is Matthew, chapter 25. This is
a key criterion of Christian authenticity (cf. Gal 2:10; EG, 195). Some
mistakenly think that this preferential love for the poor is a task for
the few, but in reality it is the mission of the Church as a whole, as
Saint John Paul II said. (cf. St. John Paul II, Sollicitudo rei socialis,
42). “Each individual Christian and every community is called to be
an instrument of God for the liberation and promotion of the poor
society” (EG, 187).

Faith, hope and love necessarily push us towards this preference
for those most in need, [1] which goes beyond necessary assistance
(cf. EG, 198). Indeed it implies walking together, letting ourselves be
evangelised by them, who know the suffering Christ well, letting
ourselves be “infected” by their experience of salvation, by their
wisdom and by their creativity (see ibid). Sharing with the poor means
mutual enrichment. And, if there are unhealthy social structures that
prevent them from dreaming of the future, we must work together to
heal them, to change them (see ibid, 195). And we are led to this by
the love of Christ, Who loved us to the extreme (see Jn 13:1), and
reaches the boundaries, the margins, the existential frontiers.
Bringing the peripheries to the centre means focusing our life on
Christ, Who “made Himself poor” for us, to enrich us “by His poverty”
(2 Cor 8:9),[2] as we have heard.

We are all worried about the social consequences of the pandemic.
All of us. Many people want to return to normality and resume
economic activities. Certainly, but this “normality” should not include
social injustices and the degradation of the environment. The
pandemic is a crisis, and we do not emerge from a crisis the same
as before: either we come out of it better, or we come out of it worse.
We must come out of it better, to counter social injustice and
environmental damage. Today we have an opportunity to build
something different. For example, we can nurture an economy of
the integral development of the poor, and not of providing assistance.
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By this I do not wish to condemn assistance: aid is important. I am
thinking of the voluntary sector, which is one of the best structures
of the Italian Church. Yes, aid does this, but we must go beyond this,
to resolve the problems that lead us to provide aid. An economy that
does not resort to remedies that in fact poison society, such as profits
not linked to the creation of dignified jobs (see EG, 204). This type of
profit is dissociated from the real economy, that which should bring
benefits to the common people (see Encyclical Laudato si’ [LS], 109),
and in addition is at times indifferent to the damage inflicted to our
common home. The preferential option for the poor, this ethical-social
need that comes from God’s love (cf.  LS, 158), inspires us to
conceive of and design an economy where people, and especially
the poorest, are at the centre. And it also encourages us to plan the
treatment of viruses by prioritising those who are most in need. It
would be sad if, for the vaccine for Covid-19, priority were to be
given to the richest! It would be sad if this vaccine were to become
the property of this nation or another, rather than universal and for
all. And what a scandal it would be if all the economic assistance we
are observing - most of it with public money - were to focus on
rescuing those industries that do not contribute to the inclusion of
the excluded, the promotion of the least, the common good or the
care of creation (ibid.). There are criteria for choosing which industries
should be helped: those which contribute to the inclusion of the
excluded, to the promotion of the last, to the common good and the
care of creation. Four criteria.

If the virus were to intensify again in a world that is unjust to the poor
and vulnerable, then we must change this world. Following the
example of Jesus, the doctor of integral divine love, that is, of physical,
social and spiritual healing (cf. Jn 5:6-9) - like the healing worked by
Jesus - we must act now, to heal the epidemics caused by small,
invisible viruses, and to heal those caused by the great and visible
social injustices. I propose that this be done by starting from the
love of God, placing the peripheries at the centre and the last in first
place. Do not forget that protocol by which we will be judged, Matthew,
chapter 25. Let us put it into practice  in this recovery from the
epidemic. And starting from this tangible love - as the Gospel says,
there - anchored in hope and founded in faith, a healthier world will
be possible. Otherwise, we will come out of the crisis worse. May
the Lord help us, and give us the strength to come out of it better,
responding to the needs of today’s world. Thank you.
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Wednesday, 26 August 2020

Catechesis “To Heal the world”: 4. The universal destination of goods
and the virtue of hope

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

In the face of the pandemic and its social consequences, many risk
losing hope. In this time of uncertainty and anguish, I invite everyone
to welcome the gift of hope that comes from Christ. It is He who
helps us navigate the tumultuous waters of sickness, death and
injustice, which do not have the last word over our final destination.

The pandemic has exposed and aggravated social problems, above
all that of inequality. Some people can work from home, while this is
impossible for many others. Certain children, notwithstanding the
difficulties involved, can continue to receive an academic education,
while this has been abruptly interrupted for many, many others. Some
powerful nations can issue money to deal with the crisis, while this
would mean mortgaging the future for others.

These symptoms of inequality reveal a social illness; it is a virus that
comes from a sick economy. And we must say it simply: the economy
is sick. It has become ill. It is the fruit of unequal economic growth —
this is the illness: the fruit of unequal economic growth — that
disregards fundamental human values. In today’s world, a few
wealthy people possess more than all the rest of humanity. I will
repeat this so that it makes us think: a few wealthy people, a small
group, possess more than all the rest of humanity. This is pure
statistics. This is an injustice that cries out to heaven! At the same
time, this economic model is indifferent to the damage inflicted on
our common home. Care is not being taken of our common home.
We are close to exceeding many limits of our wonderful planet, with
serious and irreversible consequences: from the loss of biodiversity
and climate change to rising sea levels and the destruction of the
tropical forests. Social inequality and environmental degradation go
together and have the same root (cf. Encyclical, Laudato Si’, 101):
the sin of wanting to possess and wanting to dominate over one’s
brothers and sisters, of wanting to possess and dominate nature
and God himself. But this is not the design for creation.

“In the beginning God entrusted the earth and its resources to the
common stewardship of mankind to take care of them” (Catechism
of the Catholic Church, 2402). God has called us to dominate the
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earth in his name (cf. Gen 1:28), tilling it and keeping it like a garden,
everyone’s garden (cf. Gen 2:15). “‘Tilling’ refers to cultivating,
ploughing or working, while ‘keeping’ means caring, protecting,
overseeing and preserving” (LS, 67). But be careful not to interpret
this as a carte blanche to do whatever you want with the earth. No.
There exists a “relationship of mutual responsibility” (ibid.) between
ourselves and nature. A relationship of mutual responsibility between
ourselves and nature. We receive from creation and we give back in
return. “Each community can take from the bounty of the earth
whatever it needs for subsistence, but it also has the duty to protect
the earth” (ibid.). It goes both ways.

In fact, the earth “was here before us and it has been given to us”
(ibid.), it has been given by God “for the whole human race” (ccc,
2402). And therefore it is our duty to make sure that its fruit reaches
everyone, not just a few people. And this is a key element of our
relationship with earthly goods. As the Fathers of the Second Vatican
Council recalled, they said: “Man should regard the external things
that he legitimately possesses not only as his own but also as
common in the sense that they should be able to benefit not only
him but also others” (Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes, 69). In
fact, “the ownership of any property makes its holder a steward of
Providence, with the task of making it fruitful and communicating its
benefits to others” (CCC, 2404). We are administrators of the goods,
not masters. Administrators. “Yes, but the good is mine”: that is true,
it is yours, but to administer it, not to possess it selfishly for yourself.

To ensure that what we possess brings value to the community,
“political authority has the right and duty to regulate the legitimate
exercise of the right to ownership for the sake of the common good”
(ibid., 2406).[1] The “subordination of private property to the universal
destination of goods, […] is a golden rule of social conduct and the
first principle of the whole ethical and social order” (LS, 93).[2]

Property and money are instruments that can serve mission.
However, we easily transform them into ends, whether individual or
collective. And when this happens, essential human values are
affected. The homo sapiens is deformed and becomes a species
of homo œconomicus — in a detrimental sense — a species of man
that is individualistic, calculating and domineering. We forget that,
being created in the image and likeness of God, we are social,
creative and solidary beings with an immense capacity to love. We
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often forget this. In fact, from among all the species, we are the
beings who are the most cooperative and we flourish in community,
as is seen well in the experience of the saints. There is a saying in
Spanish that inspired me to write this phrase. It says: “Florecemos
en racimo, como los santos”: we flourish in community, as is seen
well in the experience of the saints.[3]

When the obsession to possess and dominate excludes millions of
persons from having primary goods; when economic and
technological inequality are such that the social fabric is torn; and
when dependence on unlimited material progress threatens our
common home, then we cannot stand by and watch. No, this is
distressing. We cannot stand by and watch! With our gaze fixed on
Jesus (cf. Heb 12:2) and with the certainty that His love is operative
through the community of His disciples, we must act all together, in
the hope of generating something different and better. Christian hope,
rooted in God, is our anchor. It moves the will to share, strengthening
our mission as disciples of Christ, who shared everything with us.

The first Christian communities understood this. They lived difficult
times, like us. Aware that they formed one heart and one soul, they
put all of their goods in common, bearing witness to Christ’s abundant
grace in them (cf. Acts 4:32-35). We are experiencing a crisis. The
pandemic has put us all in crisis. But let us remember that after a
crisis a person is not the same. We come out of it better, or we come
out of it worse. This is our option. After the crisis, will we continue
with this economic system of social injustice and depreciating care
for the environment, for creation, for our common home? Let’s think
about this. May the Christian communities of the 21st century
recuperate this reality — care for creation and social justice: they go
together —, thus bearing witness to the Lord’s Resurrection. If we
take care of the goods that the Creator gives us, if we put what we
possess in common in such a way that no one would be lacking,
then we would truly inspire hope to regenerate a more healthy and
equal world.

And in conclusion, let us think about the children. Read the statistics:
how many children today are dying of hunger because of a non good
distribution of riches, because of the economic system as I said
above; and how many children today do not have the right to
education for the same reason. May this image of children in want
due to hunger and the lack of education help us understand that
after this crisis we must come out of it better. Thank you.
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Wednesday, 2 September 2020

Catechesis: “Healing the world” - 5. Solidarity and the virtue of faith

Dear Brothers and Sisters, good morning!

After many months, we meet each other again face to face, not screen
to screen. Face to face. This is good! The current pandemic has
highlighted our interdependence: we are all connected to each other,
for better or for worse. Therefore, to emerge from this crisis better
than before, we have to do so together; together, not alone. Together.
Not alone, because it cannot be done. Either it is done together, or
it is not done. We must do it together, all of us, in solidarity. I would
like to underline this word today: solidarity.

As a human family we have our common origin in God; we live in a
common home, the garden-planet, the earth where God placed us;
and we have a common destination in Christ. But when we forget all
this, our interdependence becomes dependence of some on others
— we lose this harmony of interdependence and solidarity —
increasing inequality and marginalization; the social fabric is
weakened and the environment deteriorates. The same way of acting.

Therefore, the principle of solidarity is now more necessary than ever,
as Saint John Paul ii taught (cf. Sollicitudo rei socialis, 38-40). In an
interconnected world, we experience what it means to live in the
same “global village”; this expression is beautiful. The big wide world
is none other than a global village, because everything is
interconnected, but we do not always transform
this interdependence into solidarity. There is a long journey between
interdependence and solidarity. The selfishness — of individuals,
nations and of groups with power — and ideological rigidities instead
sustain “structures of sin” (ibid., 36).

“The word ‘solidarity’ is a little worn and at times poorly understood,
but it refers to something more than a few sporadic acts of
generosity”. Much more! “It presumes the creation of a new mindset
which thinks in terms of community and the priority of the life of all
over the appropriation of goods by a few” (Apostolic
Exhortation Evangelii gaudium, 188). This is what “solidarity” means.
It is not merely a question of helping others — it is good to do so, but
it is more than that — it is a matter of justice (cf. Catechism of the
Catholic Church, 1938-1949). Interdependence, to be in solidarity



47

and to bear fruit, needs strong roots in humanity and in nature, created
by God; it needs respect for faces and for the land.

The Bible, from the very beginning, warns us [of this]. Let us think of
the account of the Tower of Babel (cf. Gen 11:1-9), which describes
what happens when we try to reach heaven — our destination —
ignoring our bond with humanity, with creation and with the Creator.
It is a figure of speech. This happens every time that someone wants
to climb up and up, without taking others into consideration. Just
myself. Let us think about the tower. We build towers and
skyscrapers, but we destroy community. We unify buildings and
languages, but we mortify cultural wealth. We want to be masters of
the Earth, but we ruin biodiversity and ecological balance. In another
audience I told you about those fishermen from San Benedetto del
Tronto, who came this year, and said: “We have taken 24 tonnes of
waste out of the sea, half of which was plastic”. Just think! These
people have the spirit to catch fish, yes, but also the refuse, and to
take it out of the water to clean up the sea. But this [pollution] is
ruining the earth — not having solidarity with the earth, which is a
gift — and the ecological balance.

I remember a medieval account that describes this “Babel syndrome”,
which occurs when there is no solidarity. This medieval account says
that, during the building of the tower, when a man fell — they were
slaves — and died, no one said anything, or at best, “Poor thing, he
made a mistake and he fell”. Instead, if a brick fell, everyone
complained. And if someone was to blame, he was punished. Why?
Because a brick was costly to make, to prepare, to fire…. It took
time and work to produce a brick. A brick was worth more than a
human life. Let us each, think about what happens today.
Unfortunately, something like this can happen nowadays too. When
shares fall in the financial markets — we have seen it in the
newspapers in these days — all the agencies report the news.
Thousands of people fall due to hunger and poverty and no one
talks about it.

Pentecost is diametrically opposite to Babel (cf. Acts 2:1-3), as we
heard at the beginning of the audience. The Holy Spirit, descending
from above like wind and fire, sweeps over the community closed
up in the Cenacle, infuses it with the power of God, and inspires it to
go out and announce the Lord Jesus to everyone. The Spirit creates
unity in diversity; he creates harmony. In the account of the Tower of
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Babel, there was no harmony; only pressing forward in order to
earn. There, people were simply instruments, mere “manpower”,
but here, in Pentecost, each one of us is an instrument, but a
community instrument that participates fully in building up the
community. Saint Francis of Assisi knew this well, and inspired by
the Spirit, he gave all people, or rather, creatures, the name of brother
or sister (cf. LS, 11; cf. Saint Bonaventure, Legenda maior, VIII, 6:
ff 1145). Even brother wolf, remember.

With Pentecost, God makes himself present and inspires the faith of
the community united in diversity and in solidarity. Diversity and
solidarity united in harmony, this is the way. A diversity in solidarity
possesses “antibodies” that ensure that the singularity of each
person — which is a gift, unique and unrepeatable — does not
become sick with individualism, with selfishness. Diversity in
solidarity also possesses antibodies that heal social structures and
processes that have degenerated into systems of injustice, systems
of oppression (cf. Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church,
192). Therefore, solidarity today is the road to take towards a post-
pandemic world, towards the healing of our interpersonal and social
ills. There is no other way. Either we go forward on the path of
solidarity, or things will worsen. I want to repeat this: one does not
emerge from a crisis the same as before. The pandemic is a crisis.
We emerge from a crisis either better or worse than before. It is up
to us to choose. And solidarity is, indeed, a way of coming out of
the crisis better, not with superficial changes, with a fresh coat of
paint so everything looks fine. No. Better!

In the midst of crises, a solidarity guided by faith enables us to
translate the love of God in our globalized culture, not by building
towers or walls — and how many walls are being built today! — that
divide, but then collapse, but by interweaving communities
and sustaining processes of growth that are truly human and solid.
And to do this, solidarity helps. I would like to ask a question: do I
think of the needs of others? Everyone, answer in your heart.

In the midst of crises and tempests, the Lord calls to us and invites
us to reawaken and activate this solidarity capable of giving solidity,
support and meaning to these hours in which everything seems to
be wrecked. May the creativity of the Holy Spirit encourage us to
generate new forms of familiar hospitality, fruitful fraternity and
universal solidarity. Thank you.
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NECHROLOGY

“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

2-10-2013 Fr. Ignatius Puthur msfs, 67 years, died at Kerala
05-10-2016 Fr.Luke Cheruvil Msfs, 75 years, died at Visakhapatnam
09-10-1910 Fr. Willaim Power msfs, 66 years, died at Badnera, Maharashtra
11-10-1896 Fr. Anselme Chelvum msfs, 57 years, died at Berhampur, Orissa
13-10-1910 Fr. Francis Decarre msfs, 69 years, died at Vizag
17-10-1904 Fr. Jean Marie Girard msfs, 69 years, died at Amravathi,Maharashtra
18-10-1907 Fr. Ambroise Muffat-Merridol msfs, 31 years, died at Surada, Orissa
20-10-1992 Bro. Tinga Manikya Rao msfs, 44 years, died at Hyderabad
23-10-1979 Fr. Xavier Dias msfs, 84 years, died at Vizag
25-10-1905 Fr. Eugene Gojon msfs, 56 years, died at Rue, France
27-1 0-2005 Fr. Zacharias   Ittiappara, 76  years,  died  in Visakhapatnam
28-10-1975 Fr. Alphonse Barril msfs, 88 years, died at Vizag
29-10-1946 Fr.  Eugene Chevallet msfs, 71  years, died at Bheemunipatnam
30-10-2018 Fr. Jakkana Balashouri, 62 Years, Died at Vizag
31 -10-1 956 Fr. Ravulapalli Joseph, 50 years, died at Vizag
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