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The Pastor Speaks …..
"Send the crowds away....You give them
something to eat..."

Pursuing the goals of life set by a given religion
does not happen in isolation nor does it happen
outside one's bodily sphere of life. In the same
way, salvation cannot be understood as pertaining
to the soul or spirit alone. It is the whole of human person, body and
spirit that needs salvation. For those who adhere to a particular
religious tradition should recognize that indifference to socio-
economic realities of the people, especially, the poor and the down
trodden, the marginalized, the migrants, the refugees, the chronically
sick, etc is in not proper order! There is unwritten moral law that
those who see fellow human beings in the situations, ought to help
and assist them. Besides the government taking steps to extend
special help towards these, individuals and institutions, companies
and corporations have the responsibility of helping such vulnerable
people.

1. There is something called 'Social Responsibility:'  Feeling
concerned and willingness to get involved to contribute
something to alleviate people in their suffering with regard to
issues and concerns of daily life is part of one's social
responsibility. It is also a moral responsibility. It is in this
background there the law enacted by our Indian Government,
supposed to be first nation to bring such an act, "Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)." This law makes it mandatory that
certain percentage of the profits of a given company or business
should be used for helping the poor in areas like education,
poverty, gender equality, and hunger. It is not by law but out of
love and concern for the neighbour in need, we should
understand our "Social responsibility."  Recognizing the
hopeless and helpless situations of people just under one's nose
and refusing to respond to it is a contradiction.  In spite of having
the means and possibilities, if one consciously refuses to
respond, it amounts to a conscious choice to be indifferent and
unconcerned. This is sinful, sin by omission! As the disciples of
Jesus Christ and collectively as the members of the Church,
we are called to follow our Master and Lord. As per the Church,
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down the centuries she has always been involved in rendering
service in the areas like socio-economic development, education
of the future generation of citizens, health care, caring for the
orphans, accompanying the physically and mentally challenged,
the destitute and dying, etc. Holy Father, Pope Francis, has
created a new decastery, "Decastery for Integral Human
Development!" Over the centuries, as in the larger society so
also in the Church and its institutions, these services got more
and more institutionalized, formalized, and even commercialized
services! How to make these services locally, at least in the
Church-related establishments and institutions, accessible and
affordable for those who cannot avail these services at the cost
they are being offered or who have no access at all?

2. "You give them something to eat..." (Lk 9:13): We need to
integrate social responsibility in the pastoral work: Charity in
concrete deeds should find place in the Church, in the priests,
religious, and the Christian faithful. Our Lord keeps saying, "You
give them something to eat" Lk 9:13). From what we have in
hand a portion can easily be shared with someone in need of
the same without worrying about the question, what about me
or what about us, if we give to others. This is a difficult question
to respond. But, we need to see how much is too little that we
could say I do not have enough? Or, how much is "more than
enough" in order to say, we can give or share with others! It is
quite a natural tendency to strive towards self enhancement,
self-sufficiency, and self reliance with regard to our basic needs
of food, shelter, and clothing. But, it is not impossible to create
some space for others who are not able to meet the same basic
needs. For a variety of reasons there will always be people
who find themselves in a needy and helpless situation. Only
way out is someone's helping hand. That someone could be
you and me, could be our home and our family, could be our
parish office, and could be the doors of our church or our
institutions. In the parable narrated by Our Lord, to the wounded
person in dying condition the Samaritan who was passing that
way was that "someone" who gave the needed care, help, and
assistance. Our Lord saw the hunger of the people, the huge
crowd of people, and said, "You give them something to eat...!"
Whereas, the disciples said, "Send them to nearby villages and
towns so that they could buy some food for themselves." Along
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with our services in spiritual and religious matters, in matters of
education, health care through our established health care
centers and for the development of people, there should be
some thought and action to make these services accessible,
affordable, and available to those in need! One can bypass the
needy just as the "scribe and the Levite" in the parable!

3. We have no more than five loaves and two fish: That is the
answer of the disciples to the words of Our Lord Jesus. That is
the limitation of the available resources or means to meet the
need or take care of the situation. Individually or institutionally,
our response when faced with the enormous need and
magnitude of the situation will be very similar to that of the
response of the disciples. We have only so much and we can
do so much. But, start with that and look for other ways to
increase the measure of help and assistance. We have to trust
and say, "The five loaves and the two fish" can be or will be
multiplied! Here lies the challenge. To have a generous heart
to say to oneself, "Let me give," without the feeling of depriving
me of my legitimate right to a well provided life. Of course, one
needs to accept that he or she is not Jesus Christ to be able to
multiply the five loaves and the two fish! But still, have faith, a
generous giver will not become empty handed. Besides, there
is also the possibility of mobilizing the good will of others and
mobilizing resources, material or financial. There will be always
people of good will who will come forward to share in the good
works. We know people who set apart certain percentage of
their income every month for the needy; there are people who
come forward to sponsor a good cause in favour of the poor;
there are people who are ready to give their time for a good
cause. Be partners in good works and make efforts to mobilize
others to become partners in the good works: the five loaves
and the two fish can be multiplied. We need to mobilize and get
people of good will involved in this social responsibility. We have
to believe that the Divine Providence will accompany us in good
works for the poor and the needy! Just see how our projects
are realized!

4. Undoing the attitude of "Am I my brother's keeper?": These
words we know are from one of the first pair of brothers in the
human family. Cain said these words in a specific context,
namely, in response to God who asked him, "Where is your
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brother...?" Alienation from his own brother resulting from his
jealousy and hatred led him to murder his brother Abel. His
answer is that he need not know nor need to be concerned
about his brother. This is, of course, rather an extreme situation!
There is however a lesson to learn or message to reflect. We
have a choice: to feel concerned, valuing the person next to us,
especially when one is in a needy situation, or to be unconcerned
and indifferent to the persons next to us. We need not be
concerned and we don't have to lend a helping hand as an
obligation or duty. Here the point for reflection is that concern
and help for the needy should not be out of obligation or duty
but it is beyond it. To our immediate kith and kin, it is out of duty
and obligation we have to be concerned and committed to do
the utmost possible. This is something natural as well! But, with
regard to the fellow human beings there has to be a deliberate
wish and will to reach out to them to do whatever is possible. It
is out of selfless love for the neighbour and not out of obligation:
"Love your neighbour as yourself"

Conclusion:  In the public life of Jesus of Nazareth, it is His
compassionate heart that was able to see and respond in different
ways to reach out those were in need, especially, the sick and the
neglected, and the possessed: He went about doing good. Jesus
was never tired of saying, "love your neighbour as yourself." We
will do well to follow his example. Of course, there is the need of
sacrificing something of one's own legitimate pleasures and
enjoyments for the sake of those who do not have a minimum,
monitory or material resources, to have the minimum of food, shelter,
clothing required for a decent and dignified life. It is true that we
cannot do everything for others who are in need but it is not true
that we cannot do anything!

"He said also to the man who had invited him, "When you give a dinner
or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your kinsmen
or rich neighbours, lest they also invite you in return, and you be repaid.
But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the
blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will
be repaid at the resurrection of the just" (Lk 14: 12-14).

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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ENGAGEMENTS
FEBRUARY  2020
1st Padayatra to Kondadabalu parish
2nd Feast Mass at Kondadabalu parish, Mass at 9:00 a.m.
3rd - 7th Visit to Udaipur, Rajastan
8th School Day program at R.V. Nagar, at 9:00 a.m.
8th Echoes 2020 for Youth, Kondadabalu, at 5:00 p.m.
9th Mudu Pitakala pandaga, St. Peter's Cathedral Church, Gnanapuram,

Mass at 7:00 a.m.
Eucharistic procession at 3:00 p.m.

10th Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, Uttaravalli parish, Mass at 5:00 p.m.
11th Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, Saligrampuram parish, Mass at 6:00

p.m.
13th-19th  CBCI General Assembly, Bangalore
20th- 21st Jyotirmai Meeting, Hyderabad
22nd Blessing of Divine Mercy Ashram, Prayer Center, V.C. Fathers, at

Kantakapally, 11:00 a.m.
22nd Rakshanagiri Feast preparatory meeting, at St.Peter's Cathedral,

Gnanapuram, at 4:30 p.m.
23rd St. Joan of Arc, Feast Mass, at Rajahmundry, Mass at 5:30 p.m.
24th Recollection Day for the Clergy, Pastoral Centre
24th Silver Jubilee of Fr. Yerra Ramesh, Gnanapuram, Mass at 5:30 p.m.
25th CHAI Governing Body Meeting, Hyderabad
27th Bible Mahasabha, Santhinagar, Srikakulam,at 4:00 p.m.
29th Mandapam blessing at Vengapuram parish, Mass at 10:30 a.m.
MARCH  2020
3rd- 5th TCBC Meeting, Hyderabad
8th Mass and Confirmations at Mandapeta parish, Mass at 9:30 a.m.
12th -14th Visit to Velankanni
17th Governing Body Meeting at St. John's Bangalore
19th Feast Day Mass, Bobbili Parish, Mass at 10:00 a.m.

Feast Day Mass, S.Kota Parish, Mass at 6:00 p.m.
22th St. Joseph's Parish, Waltair R.S. Mass at 4:30 p.m.
25th Village Chapel Blessing, Jeelika Valasa, Salur-I Parish, Mass at 10:30 a.m.
26th Village Chapel Blessing, Jummu Valasa, Salur-I Parish, Mass at 10:30 a.m.
28th CBCI-CARD Meeting, Delhi

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. Recollection Day for the Clergy is on Monday, 24th February,
2020, from 9.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. at the Archbishop’s House.
This is a day of prayer and reflection and immediate preparation
for entering into the Holy Season of Lent commencing on 26th,
Ash Wednesday. So, all the priests in the archdiocese should
avail themselves of this opportunity. We are pastors who have
to lead our faithful through this Season of Grace. We too need
to travel through the Lenten Season and let this day of
Recollection help us to begin the Season well.

2. Annual Return Forms: Reminded already through the Newsletter
of January, all the parish priests and heads of religious
communities should take the forms and fill the details, and
submit the same in the Office of the Secretary at the earliest
possible. Please remember the data for the year 2019 should
be sent and this has to be in continuation of the previous year’s
record that was submitted. Those parish priests who newly
took charge of the parish should identify in the parish office
the record submitted by your predecessor! Fr.Joseph Naresh
will follow up this matter with you. Please be prompt in
extending your cooperation.

3. Fr. P. Ratna Kumar is appointed the Secretary and Treasurer of
“The Vizagapatam Diocesan Society” and has taken charge on
30th December, 2019. As of now the Society as a Registered
body  has under it the three colleges and some of the English
Medium Schools. All the departmental and legal matters will
have to be looked after by the secretary besides getting the
accounts ready for annual auditing and for filing income tax
returns. Fr. Ratna Kumar as the Secretary and treasurer will
work under the guidance of the Archbishop who is the Chairman
of the Society and as per the deliberations in the Society
meetings. I take this opportunity to acknowledge with
appreciation and gratitude the dedicated services of Fr. Thomas
Pulickal who served the Society as Secretary and Treasurer for
many years. Some of his initiatives helped our archdiocese to
establish and run the English Medium Schools and three
colleges and they are bearing fruits.
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4. With  Ash Wednesday on 26th of February begins the holy
Season of Lent. We all know that our people observe the Lenten
Season with great fervour and devotion. All the priests in the
parishes should accompany the Community in the parish by
being more available for Holy Mass and other sacraments. The
Ordo gives sufficient guidance in the liturgical matters. As in
the past, may all the parish priests take the necessary interest
and initiatives to guide the catechists and others involved in the
pastoral care to help the faithful, especially those in the villages,
to observe the Lenten Season in a fruitful way. As we discourage
marriages in the Lenten Season other celebrations in the parish
like anniversaries or jubilees, should not be such that they affect
the spirit of the Lenten Season observances.

5. Youth Retreat, Echoes, 2020. Together with the Salesians of
Don Bosco, there is a three day retreat programme, February
7th (evening)  to 9th (evening)  conducted  in  the  premises of St.
John’s Regional seminary, Kondadabalu, Kothavalasa.  All the
parish priests and head of institutions, Inter and degree colleges,
should encourage and motivate the youth to participate in this
spiritual renewal event. It is an opportunity for spiritual and faith
formation. The second week-end of February, we think, will be
convenient for most youth because of the second Saturday and
Sunday. For college-going youth also it is easy as the retreat is
much earlier to the final or semester exams in March-April.
Climate wise also it is good as the temperatures at this time of
the year will not so high!  This year there will not be retreat for
Youth in April/May that we have been having over the past few
years.

6. World Day of the Sick, 2020 on 11th February, 2020:
As in past years, Church is observing this year, The World Day
of the Sick on 11th February, Feast day of Our Lady of Lourdes.
In this issue we have included the message given on this
occasion by our Holy Father, Pope Francis. It is a day to
remember and pray for all those who are sick and suffering. It
is also a day of expressing our solidarity with people suffering
with so many different kinds of deceases, especially those who
are terminally ill and those who totally depend on others. This
is also the day on which we acknowledge and appreciate all
those who are involved in attending and taking care of the sick
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† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

in the hospitals and homes. This is an occasion to reflect on
how to promote and provide health care facilities available,
accessible, and affordable to all the people. Today, health care
has become an industry and most people cannot afford to pay
the high cost of medicines and hospitalization. In this difficult
and challenging scenario of the health care, Church is trying to
be in the health care as an apostolate and as a part of her
mission  of continuing the healing ministry of Our Lord Jesus!
All the parishes and religious communities should observe the

World of the Sick on 11th February or on Sunday, 9th February.

Congratulations to
Newly Ordained

Deacon David Raj
Madugula

    Deacon Bro. David Raj was
ordained as Deacon on 4th January
2020 by His Excellency Jaya Rao
Polimera, Bishop of Eluru. At  present
he is doing his Diaconate ministry in
Vepada Parish. Let us wish him
Congratulations and all the best for
Diaconate ministry.

LET  US  PRAY
For Holy Father’s Monthly Prayer Intention

Universal prayer intention- listen to Migrant's Cries We pray that
the cries of our migrant brothers and sisters, victims of criminal
trafficking, may be heard and considered.
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REPORT OF UNITY OCTAVE PRAYER

A day of prayer was observed on 21st January at 6pm at Pastoral
Centre, Maharanipeta in view of Unity Octave week with all our
brothern from other main line churches surrounded in the city. There
were Pastors from different churches with their church members,
namely, Rev. Bishop M.A. Paul,(New Covenant Keepers), Rev. John
Augustine, Rev. Ronald, Rev. Ranjith (St. Paul’s Lutheren Church),
Rev. John Vikram, (LMM Church), and Rev. Nelson Francis Wesley,
(Trinity Lutheren Church). Our Archbishop Mallavarapu Prakash,
presided over the prayer, led all into prayer.  Collectively all shared
the given prayer format and participated the days prayer with
devotion. Rev. Nelson Francis Wesley addressed the gathering of
the Theme “They showed us the Unusual Kindness” Acts 28:2 and
the need of unity of all churches. There were Priests, Nuns, youth
and lay faithful for prayer.

REPORT OF ANNUAL CATECHISM EXAMINATION

On 26th January 2020, Sunday, Annual catechism examination for
academic year, 2019-2020 for both media was conducted in their
respective examination centers in four deaneries of our archdiocese.
Even for 1st and 2nd Class children oral examination was conducted.
We really appreciate good efforts of the Parish priests, School &
collage Principals, head masters, catechism teachers and Diocesan
catechism committee for their tireless hard work in teaching and
preparing the children for annual exam.

REPORT OF JYOTHIRMAI SUNDAY

Jyothirmai Sunday was observed on 26th January, in our
Archdiocese. Bible processions were arranged in many of the
parishes and bible was venerated. Importance of the self reliant
Church was also addressed to be new way of being Church.  Our
Jyothirmai coordinator took initiative to make calls and guided them
all to celebrate the Sunday liturgy meaningfully following the special
liturgy prepared by the Jyothirmai Society.

PASTORAL CENTRE

News
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ECHOS: YOUTH RETREAT 2020

With the kind collaboration of Salesian Don Bosco Fathers in our
archdiocese, Echoes; Youth Retreat 2020, for all our youth will be
organized on February 7th evening to 9th afternoon at St. John’s
Regional Seminary, Kondadabalu. There won’t be another retreat
for all our youth in the month of May. Please do make use of this
opportunity for all our youth to make them grow holiness and love
for the church. May I request Parish Priests and Nuns of our
archdiocese  to announce and encourage your parish youth to attend
this youth retreat.

CATECHISTS TRAINING

Catechists ongoing training for all the catechists of East Godavari
Deanary will be conducted on 18th and 19th February 2020, at St.
Joan of Arc Church, Rajahmundry. Talks on New Evangelization
and many more topics will be dealt with. May I request priests
concerned to send all the catechists for this training

Fr. Ch. Mariadas
Pastoral Centre

ARCHDIOCESE  NEWS

Inauguration of the Renovated Church Blessing, Yanam :

St. Ann’s Church, Yanam, built in the year 1845, was in  bad
condition as years gone. Many times  repairs were done but some
major repairs were needed. Letters were written to the French
Consulate in Pondichery, But there was no reply. Then we
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approached our Sri Malladi Krishna Rao, Minister of Health and
Tourism. He responded positively and wrote letters for grant to
Government of India, and to Spiritual Circuit of Swadesh Darson
Scheme of Central Govt. He got sanctioned Rs. 73,14,000. The
work started on 12-04-2018 in the presence of the Minister.  The
work was completed on 20-12-2019 by contractor P. David Raj. On
5th January 2020, Sunday, the Church was blessed by our
Archbishop Prakash Mallavarapu and inaugurated by Sri Malladi
Krishna Rao in the presence of Pandichrry Govt. dignitaries and
parish faithful 2000 in number.

Rev.Fr. Luckose Kallakkat
Parish Priest

Visakha Vimala Vidyalayam School, Ukkunagaram
Annual Day Celebrations

On 6th January 2020 Visakha Vimala Vidyalayam School in
Ukkunagaram, Steel Plant celebrated the annual day of the school
with the theme “Beginning to Begin”. Rt. Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu
Prakash presided over the function along with the other
distinguished Guest -Mr. P. S. Gupta ED, IA & SV RINL, Sr. Amala
Rani MSI, Provincial Superior of Nirmala Sisters, and Sr. Roble
Mathew MSI, the councilor in-charge of the education. Many fathers
and sisters were present for the celebration. His Lordship Rt .Rev
Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash in his presidential address thanked the
RINL for the help and support they extend for the backward children
of the society through education and also appreciated the Nirmala
Sisters for kind of services they render in the diocese particularly
through this school. Mr. Gupta the chief guest of the gathering in
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his speech highlighted the services rendered by the religious fathers
and sisters in the formation of the youth and the society, he
appreciated the V.V.V. School and the management for providing
the best value oriented education for the children. At the same
time he motivated the children to grab every opportunity they get
during their schooling. The entire cultural program was based on
the theme beginning to Begin new giving awareness and stressing
on need to protect our biodiversity, culture, traditions and the
customs.

MINI SCIENCE UTSAV 2020
Gloria English Medium School, Rajeev Nagar

Education in today’s scenario aims at the holistic development of
the children. The aim of this holistic development is only achievable
with the pragmatic approach to education. The pragmatic approach
imparts learning by doing. As science and technology has a very
vital role to play in the development of any country or the world as a
whole. Science has always proved to be a blessing to mankind.
Hence “ Mini Science Utsav “ was organized  on the 8th & 9th Jan
2020 in Gloria English Medium School, Rajeevnagar. The Chief Guest
for the inauguration of the mini science utsav was the Rt. Rev. Dr.
Prakash Mallavarapu, Archbishop of Visakhapatnam and Manager
of Gloria School. Guest of honours were Correspondent Rev. Fr.
Thomas Pulickal, Rev. Fr. John and Scientist Sri Dr. Jogendra.

For science exhibition there were around 200 projects and 650
students from the primary and high school took part in the exhibition.
The various exhibits were related to: Biology, Physics, Maths,
Environment, Chemistry. And also as the United Nations General
Assembly has declared this year 2020 as the International Year of
Plant Health, Protecting and ensuring plant health through  Practical
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ways to save the plants in the environment. Many projects depicted
on this topic of  plant health.

And also as our earth as a whole is facing lots of challenges these
days that can be only dealt with by the  scientific approach. Problems
like global warming, pollution, and alternative to plastic, fuel
consumption, energy sources, viral fevers and communicable
diseases, harmful effects of cell phone radiation etc and waste
water treatment (saving water), Advanced techniques in agriculture,
integrated, solar, hydroponic, organic, nuclear winter farming etc,
conservation of energy (electricity), development in the field of
modes of transportation and many other general topics like oil
skimmer, vacuum cleaners, best out of waste, how to avoid traffic
jam, submarine, steel plant, nature club etc. Judges were appointed
to judge the exhibits.

There was  also display of photo graphs of great scientist’s  who
have made discoveries, invented and contributed to the
advancement of science and technology. His grace Dr. Prakash
Mallavarapu, Fr. Thomas Pulickal, Fr. John, Dr. Jogendra, Principals
and  students of various schools, parents and all those who came
for the mini science utsav were highly appreciative of the excellent
exhibits and the clarity with which the students explained their
projects as they went round to see the various projects displayed.

On 9th Jan a short cultural program was organized along with
recognizing the contributions of the many students, teachers and
prizes were given for the best exhibits in  various categories. A
good number of teachers were also awarded for their contribution
to G.E.M.S.

The 2 days mini science utsav was a big success because of God’s
blessings and collective work . Principal, teachers, students and
parents at Gloria remain ever grateful to his grace Rt. Rev. Dr.
Mallavarapu Prakash for his valuable and encouraging presence
with us on this occasion of science exhibition in spite of his busy
schedule. We thank  Rev. Fr. Thomas Pulickal correspondent for
his constant support.

May God bless and reward  every one who had been a part of our
mini  science utsav 2020.
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St. Ann’s E.M. High School, Mangalapalem

St. Ann’s E.M. High School, Mangalapalem celebrated its annual
day with unprecedented fanfare on January 11th , 2020 at the School
premises . The School was decorated elegantly, Most Rev. Prakash
Mallavarapu Archbishop of Visakhapatnam had been invited as
the president and Sri Govinda Rao (circle Inspector of Police
Kothavalasa) Sri Kurma Rao (Mandal Educational Officer S.Kota)
Sri Polamarasetti Rajanna (Former M.P.P Kothavalasa ) had been
invited as the guests of honour.

The talented students presented mesmerizing cultural events such
as dances, plays etc. Prizes were given away to the toppers and
other students who had brought laurels to the school in various
competitions by the Most Rev Bishop Prakash Mallavarapu

Golden Jubilee Celebrations   of

Bro. Davis Sebastian Kanjirathingal MSFS

10th January 2020 is a golden day in the life of all the confreres of
MSFS, especially for Rev. Bro. Davis Sebastian Kanjirathingal
MSFS, as the Golden Jubilee of his Religious Life is celebrated at
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St. Aloysius High School, Visakhapatnam. The celebrations began
with the Lighting of the Lamp and grace filled Holy Eucharist was
officiated by His Grace Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, the Archbishop
of Visakhapatnam. A good number of priests concelebrated and
many religious along with the faithful and the family members of
Bro. Sebastian took part in it. The Holy Eucharist was followed by
the Felicitations, cutting of the Jubilee Cake and the fraternal meal.

This Jubilee is an expression of thanking to the Almighty God for all
the graces Bro. Sebastian has received. It is an expression of
appreciation by the MSFS confreres for all the services he has
rendered in the Congregation. It is an expression of joy for the
milestone reached.

May God be praised!

Report by Bro. Chandu, MSFS

Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Neliparthi, Salur -1 Parish

The sub-station Neliparthi, uner Salur1 parish, consists of hundred
and twenty families. They had an old and small church in a dilapidated
condition. The faithful cooperated with the Parish Priest and toiled
so much to construct their Church at the Heart of the village to
have the Sacred Heart of Jesus in their midst. Behold the day came
on 11th Jan, 2020 and the auspicious time was at 10.30 am. His Grace,
Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, Arch Bishop of Visakhapatnam,
gracefully blessed the new Church and inaugurated ceremoniously.
People of Neliparthi along with the Parish Priest are grateful to His
Grace for his invaluable presence and magnificent blessings for
both the New Church and the People of God.

Rev. Fr. K. Anthayya
Parish Priest
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Infant Jesus Church, Kothakota Parish

It is the first feast after inauguration of the church. We had three
(Tridum) days celebrations for our parish annual day celebrations.
First day we had fasting, prayer and confessions. Second day
solemn mass said by Vicar General Rev. Fr. D. Balashowry. Third
day we had Pontifical Mass celebrated by His Excelency Prakash
Mallavarapu, Archbishop of Visakhapatnam. Almost 2000 faithful
were present for feast day mass. People from Peddaboddepalli,
Madugula, Adduroad came for annual feast Mass. Almost 2000
faithful were present. Thank you for your prayerful support.

Rev. Fr. Varghese Kalapurakudiyil
Parish Priest

New Evangelization Mission Training for Priests, Religious & Laity
Your Eminence/Your Grace/Your Excellency/Rev Father/Rev. Sister/
Rev. Brother/ Dear Friend.

Prayers and Greetings from Fr. Panneer Selvam, Suvarta Kendra,
Pachmarhi, MP.

Suvarta wishes you a very happy and a peaceful new year!  

Suvarta Kendra, National Centre for New Evangelization, conducts
its Missionary Formation Programme for Priests, Religious and Lay
Faithful of the Church to train them to be Missionary Disciples and
Resource Persons for the New Evangelization in India. This one-
month Mission Motivation Programme helps them to be rooted in
Kerygma through New Evangelization Courses and proclaim the
Joy of the Gospel of Love with New Zeal, New Methods and New
Expressions.
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Hence I humbly request Your good self to promote New Evangelization
by encouraging the Priests, Religious and Lay Leaders in Mission
to avail this opportunity.

Assuring our prayers and awaiting your blessings, I remain.
United in New Evangelization
 
Fr. Panneer Selvam
Executive Secretary, CCBI Commission for Proclamation
Suvarta Kendra, Pachmarhi, M.P.

N.B.:    Application Form for the Seminar is enclosed.

The Application also could be filled online at http://www/
kjp2033.com

Kindly transfer course fee to the bank (details given above) and
bring the receipt along with you.

How to reach Sangeet Sadhana Mandir, Pachmarhi?
Pachmarhi is a hill station and Pipariya is the nearest railway station,
50 km away from Pachmarhi. Pipariya is in between Itarsi and
Jabalpur Junctions. Several taxis (bus) wait round the clock at the
railway station, just across the road towards platform no.3. The cost
by a shared taxi, per person, to Pachmarhi is Rs. 60/- only. Sangeet
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Sadhana Mandir is well known to all, just 1.5 km from Pachmarhi
taxi stand.

Application Form
Mission Motivation for Priests, Religious and Laity  (English)

(A Residential Course to motivate, empower and enthuse Priests,
Religious and Lay Evangelizers)

(03rd February to 28thFebraury, 2020)

Name .........................................................................................
Address …....................................................................................

......................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

Diocese/Congregation..........................................................Years of

Missionary Experience.................................................................

Qualification.............................Training........................................

Participant's Signature
Please Note:
1. A subsidized amount Rs. 9,500.00 only per person for the entire

one month (for food, accommodation, Course fee, Seminar
materials and Pachmarhi Darshan) will be charged. This amount
is to be paid to the  Bank Account given below.

2. Name of the Account: SANGEET SADHANA MANDIR:
ACCOUNT NO. 11265122812, IFSC Code: SBIN0001046,
STATE BANK OF INDIA, SUBHASH ROAD, PACHMARI,
HOSANGABAD.dt, M.P

3. This form, duly filled in, is to reach Suvarta Kendra before 15th
of January. It can be done by Email too.

4. Participants are advised to bring their Bible, notebook and some
light warm clothes.

5. In case of need for more forms, the same can be photocopied.
6. 'First come first serve' norm will be followed for the admission

to the Course.

All correspondence to:

Fr. Panneer Selvam
Director, Suvarta Kendra
National Centre for New Evangelization,
Sangeet Sadhana Mandir, Pachmarhi,
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Dist Hosangabad, M. P. - 461881
Email:suvartakendra@gmail.com,frpanneerselvam777@gmail.com
Ph.: 09407167079, 08112970733, 07780940128, 07263030166
Learning from the Course
1. The Course offers a very strong experience which may change

people radically.

2. The Course is a part of a systematic formation program that
follows a structure in which different aspects of Christian growth
are dealt with.

3. The Course, putting the Kerygma at the centre, starts a process
of formation towards a new way of spreading of the Good News.

4. It presents the Kerygma as an instrument of evangelization, as
a foundation of a new mentality, a new methodology and a
Kerygmatic and multiplying vision.

5. The goal of the Course is to enable participants to use what
they have experienced and learned in an efficient way in their
field work.

6. Participants are taught how to evangelize: what to say-why-
how, more than evangelizing.

7. Participants are motivated to become models of zeal and
creativity, with clear Kerygmatic mentality.

8. Participants are provided sufficient amount of evangelization
trials during the Course.

How to Reach Suvarta Kendra, Pachmarhi:

Pachmarhi is a hill station (click Pachmarhi from the Google Search)
and Pipariya is the nearest railway station, 50 km away from
Pachmarhi. Pipariya is on the main line: Mumbai - Howrah and
most of the major trains stop at this station. Pipariya is in between
Itarsi and Jabalpur junctions. Pipariya is connected to major cities
like Mumbai, Chennai, Bangalore, Kolkata and Delhi, Guwahati and
Vijayawada by train. Several taxis (bus) wait round the clock at the
railway station, just across the road towards Platform No 3.The
cost by a shared taxi, per person, to Pachmarhi is Rs. 70/- only.
Sangeet Sadhana Mandir (previous name of Suvarta Kendra) is
well known to all, just 1.5 KM from Pachmarhi taxi stand. If asked
earlier at Pipariya station itself, taxi men reach you to Sangeet
Sadhana Mandir. If requested, you can be picked up from Pachmarhi
taxi stand by Suvarta's Vehicle.
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Postponing the ongoing formation Seminars of February 2020
for the Diocesan Priests of TCBC region

All the Arch/Bishops

Telugu Catholic Bishops’ Council

Sub: Postponing the Ongoing formation seminars of February 2020 for the
          Diocesan Priests of TCBC region

Your Grace/Excellency,

The TCBC Regional Commission for Seminaries, Clergy and
Religious (SCR) has planned to organize a two-day seminar one in
Hyderabad and another in Vishakhapatnam, for the diocesan priests
as part of their ongoing formation.

Due to the fallowing un avoidable reasons:

1. The National Conference of Diocesan priests of India, which is
going to be held from 28th January to 1st February, at Velangani,
Tamilnadu, in which many priests are going to participate from
our Region.

2. CBCI General Body meeting (13-21 February 2020), and the
dates of Ongoing formation seminar (13-14, & 19-20th February
2020) are falling on the same dates,

Hence, we regret to inform you that both the Ongoing formation
seminars: a) February 13-14, 2020 at St. John’s Regional
Seminary, Ramanthapur, Hyderabad.  B) February 19-20, 2020
at St. John’s Regional Seminary, Kondadaba, Vishakhapatnam,
are postponed.

Dear Bishops, kindly make note of this change and print in your
newsletters,

Thanking you

With kind regards

Most Rev. Dr. Chinnabathini Bhagyaiah
Bishop of Guntur &
TCBC chairman for the Commission VSC
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MESSAGE OF
HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

FOR THE XXVIII WORLD DAY OF THE SICK
11 FEBRUARY 2020

“Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened,
and I will give you rest” (Mt 11:28)

Dear brothers and sisters,

1. Jesus’ words, “Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened,
and I will give you rest” (Mt 11:28) point to the mysterious path
of grace that is revealed to the simple and gives new strength to
those who are weary and tired. These words of Christ express
the solidarity of the Son of Man with all those who are hurt and
afflicted. How many people suffer in both body and soul! Jesus
urges everyone to draw near to him – “Come to me!” – and he
promises them comfort and repose. “When Jesus says this, he
has before him the people he meets every day on the streets of
Galilee: very many simple people, the poor, the sick, sinners,
those who are marginalized by the burden of the law and the
oppressive social system... These people always followed him
to hear his word, a word that gave hope! Jesus’ words always
give hope!” (Angelus, 6 July 2014).

On this XXVIII World Day of the Sick, Jesus repeats these words
to the sick, the oppressed, and the poor. For they realize that
they depend entirely on God and, beneath the burden of their
trials, stand in need of his healing. Jesus does not make
demands of those who endure situations of frailty, suffering and
weakness, but offers his mercy and his comforting presence.
He looks upon a wounded humanity with eyes that gaze into the
heart of each person. That gaze is not one of indifference; rather,
it embraces people in their entirety, each person in his or her
health condition, discarding no one, but rather inviting everyone
to share in his life and to experience his tender love.

2. Why does Jesus have these feelings? Because he himself
became frail, endured human suffering and received comfort
from his Father. Indeed, only those who personally experience
suffering are then able to comfort others. There are so many
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kinds of grave suffering: incurable and chronic diseases,
psychological diseases, situations calling for rehabilitation or
palliative care, numerous forms of disability, children’s or geriatric
diseases… At times human warmth is lacking in our approach
to these. What is needed is a personalized approach to the sick,
not just of curing but also of caring, in view of an integral human
healing. In experiencing illness, individuals not only feel
threatened in their physical integrity, but also in the relational,
intellectual, affective and spiritual dimensions of their lives. For
this reason, in addition to therapy and support, they expect care
and attention. In a word, love. At the side of every sick person,
there is also a family, which itself suffers and is in need of support
and comfort.

3. Dear brothers and sisters who are ill, your sickness makes you
in a particular way one of those “who labour and are burdened”,
and thus attract the eyes and heart of Jesus. In him, you will find
light to brighten your darkest moments and hope to soothe your
distress. He urges you: “Come to me”. In him, you will find
strength to face all the worries and questions that assail you
during this “dark night” of body and soul. Christ did not give us
prescriptions, but through his passion, death and resurrection
he frees us from the grip of evil.

In your experience of illness, you certainly need a place to find
rest. The Church desires to become more and more the “inn” of
the Good Samaritan who is Christ (cf. Lk 10:34), that is, a home
where you can encounter his grace, which finds expression in
closeness, acceptance and relief. In this home, you can meet
people who, healed in their frailty by God’s mercy, will help you
bear your cross and enable your suffering to give you a new
perspective. You will be able to look beyond your illness to a
greater horizon of new light and fresh strength for your lives.

A key role in this effort to offer rest and renewal to our sick
brothers and sisters is played by healthcare workers: physicians,
nurses, medical and administrative professionals, assistants and
volunteers. Thanks to their expertise, they can make patients
feel the presence of Christ who consoles and cares for the sick,
and heals every hurt. Yet they too are men and women with
their own frailties and even illnesses. They show how true it is
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that “once Christ’s comfort and rest is received, we are called in
turn to become rest and comfort for our brothers and sisters,
with a docile and humble attitude in imitation of the Teacher”
(Angelus, 6 July 2014).

4. Dear healthcare professionals, let us always remember that
diagnostic, preventive and therapeutic treatments, research, care
and rehabilitation are always in the service of the sick person;
indeed the noun “person” takes priority over the adjective “sick”.
In your work, may you always strive to promote the dignity and
life of each person, and reject any compromise in the direction
of euthanasia, assisted suicide or suppression of life, even in
the case of terminal illness. When confronted with the limitations
and even failures of medical science before increasingly
problematic clinical cases and bleak diagnoses, you are called
to be open to the transcendent dimension of your profession
that reveals its ultimate meaning. Let us remember that life is
sacred and belongs to God; hence it is inviolable and no one
can claim the right to dispose of it freely (cf. Donum Vitae,
5; Evangelium Vitae, 29-53). Life must be welcomed, protected,
respected and served from its beginning to its end: both human
reason and faith in God, the author of life, require this. In some
cases, conscientious objection becomes a necessary decision
if you are to be consistent with your “yes” to life and to the human
person. Your professionalism, sustained by Christian charity, will
be the best service you can offer for the safeguarding of the
truest human right, the right to life. When you can no longer
provide a cure, you will still be able to provide care and healing,
through gestures and procedures that give comfort and relief to
the sick. Tragically, in some contexts of war and violent conflict,
healthcare professionals and the facilities that receive and assist
the sick are attacked. In some areas, too, political authorities
attempt to manipulate medical care for their own advantage,
thus restricting the medical profession’s legitimate autonomy.
Yet attacking those who devote themselves to the service of the
suffering members of society does not serve the interests of
anyone.

5. On this XXVIII World Day of the Sick, I think of our many brothers
and sisters throughout the world who have no access to medical
care because they live in poverty. For this reason, I urge
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healthcare institutions and government leaders throughout the
world not to neglect social justice out of a preoccupation for
financial concerns. It is my hope that, by joining the principles of
solidarity and subsidiarity, efforts will be made to cooperate in
ensuring that everyone has access to suitable treatments for
preserving and restoring their health. I offer heartfelt thanks to
all those volunteers who serve the sick, often compensating for
structural shortcomings, while reflecting the image of Christ, the
Good Samaritan, by their acts of tender love and closeness. To
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Health of the Sick, I entrust all those
who bear the burden of illness, along with their families and all
healthcare workers. With the assurance of a remembrance in
my prayers, I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing.

From the Vatican, 3 January 2020
Memorial of the Most Holy Name of Jesus

FRANCIS

MESSAGE OF
HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

54th WORLD
COMMUNICATIONS DAY

“That you may tell your children and
grandchildren” (Ex 10:2)

Life becomes history

I would like to devote this year’s Message to the theme of
storytelling, because I believe that, so as not to lose our bearings,
we need to make our own the truth contained in good stories. Stories
that build up, not tear down; stories that help us rediscover our
roots and the strength needed to move forward together. Amid the
cacophony of voices and messages that surround us, we need a
human story that can speak of ourselves and of the beauty all around
us. A narrative that can regard our world and its happenings with a
tender gaze. A narrative that can tell us that we are part of a living
and interconnected tapestry. A narrative that can reveal the
interweaving of the threads which connect us to one another.
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1. Weaving stories

Human beings are storytellers. From childhood we hunger for
stories just as we hunger for food. Stories influence our lives,
whether in the form of fairy tales, novels, films, songs, news, even
if we do not always realize it. Often we decide what is right or wrong
based on characters and stories we have made our own. Stories
leave their mark on us; they shape our convictions and our behaviour.
They can help us understand and communicate who we are.

We are not just the only beings who need clothing to cover our
vulnerability (cf. Gen 3: 21); we are also the only ones who need to
be “clothed” with stories to protect our lives. We weave not only
clothing, but also stories: indeed, the human capacity to “weave”
(Latin texere) gives us not only the word textile but also text. The
stories of different ages all have a common “loom”: the thread of
their narrative involves “heroes”, including everyday heroes, who
in following a dream confront difficult situations and combat evil,
driven by a force that makes them courageous, the force of love.
By immersing ourselves in stories, we can find reasons to heroically
face the challenges of life.

Human beings are storytellers because we are engaged in a
process of constant growth, discovering ourselves and becoming
enriched in the tapestry of the days of our life. Yet since the very
beginning, our story has been threatened: evil snakes its way
through history.

2. Not all stories are good stories

“When you eat of it … you will be like God” (cf. Gen 3:4): the
temptation of the serpent introduces into the fabric of history a knot
difficult to undo. “If you possess, you will become, you will
achieve…” This is the message whispered by those who even today
use storytelling for purposes of exploitation. How many stories serve
to lull us, convincing us that to be happy we continually need to
gain, possess and consume. We may not even realize how greedy
we have become for chatter and gossip, or how much violence
and falsehood we are consuming. Often on communication
platforms, instead of constructive stories which serve to strengthen
social ties and the cultural fabric, we find destructive and provocative
stories that wear down and break the fragile threads binding us
together as a society. By patching together bits of unverified
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information, repeating banal and deceptively persuasive arguments,
sending strident and hateful messages, we do not help to weave
human history, but instead strip others of their dignity.

But whereas the stories employed for exploitation and power have
a short lifespan, a good story can transcend the confines of space
and time. Centuries later, it remains timely, for it nourishes life.

In an age when falsification is increasingly sophisticated, reaching
exponential levels (as in deepfake), we need wisdom to be able to
welcome and create beautiful, true and good stories. We need
courage to reject false and evil stories. We need patience and
discernment to rediscover stories that help us not to lose the thread
amid today’s many troubles. We need stories that reveal who we
truly are, also in the untold heroism of everyday life.

3. The Story of stories

Sacred Scripture is a Story of stories. How many events, peoples
and individuals it sets before us! It shows us from the very beginning
a God who is both creator and narrator. Indeed, God speaks his
word and things come into existence (cf. Gen 1). As narrator, God
calls things into life, culminating in the creation of man and woman
as his free dialogue partners, who make history alongside him. In
one of the Psalms, the creature tells the creator: “For you formed
my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I
praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made … My frame
was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth” (139:13-15). We are
not born complete, but need to be constantly “woven”, “knitted
together”. Life is given to us as an invitation to continue to weave
the “wonderful” mystery that we are.

The Bible is thus the great love story between God and humanity.
At its centre stands Jesus, whose own story brings to fulfilment
both God’s love for us and our love for God. Henceforth, in every
generation, men and women are called to recount and commit to
memory the most significant episodes of this Story of stories, those
that best communicate its meaning.

The title of this year’s Message is drawn from the Book of Exodus,
a primordial biblical story in which God intervenes in the history of
his people. When the enslaved children of Israel cry out to Him,
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God listens and remembers: “God remembered His covenant with
Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. God saw the people of Israel
– and God knew” (Ex 2: 24-25). God’s memory brings liberation
from oppression through a series of signs and wonders. The Lord
then reveals to Moses the meaning of all these signs: “that you
may tell in the hearing of your children and grandchildren… what
signs I have done among them, that you may know that I am the
Lord” (Ex 10:2). The Exodus experience teaches us that knowledge
of the Lord is handed down from generation to generation mainly
by telling the story of how he continues to make himself present.
The God of life communicates with us through the story of life.

Jesus spoke of God not with abstract concepts, but with parables,
brief stories taken from everyday life. At this point life becomes
story and then, for the listener, story becomes life: the story becomes
part of the life of those who listen to it, and it changes them.

The Gospels are also stories, and not by chance. While they tell us
about Jesus, they are “performative”[1]; they conform us to Jesus.
The Gospel asks the reader to share in the same faith in order to
share in the same life. The Gospel of John tells us that the
quintessential storyteller – the Word – himself becomes the story:
“God’s only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known”
(Jn 1: 18). The original verb, exegésato, can be translated both as
“revealed” and “recounted”. God has become personally woven
into our humanity, and so has given us a new way of weaving our
stories.

4. An ever  renewed story

The history of Christ is not a legacy from the past; it is our story,
and always timely. It shows us that God was so deeply concerned
for mankind, for our flesh and our history, to the point that he became
man, flesh and history. It also tells us that no human stories are
insignificant or paltry. Since God became story, every human story
is, in a certain sense, a divine story. In the history of every person,
the Father sees again the story of his Son who came down to earth.
Every human story has an irrepressible dignity. Consequently,
humanity deserves stories that are worthy of it, worthy of that
dizzying and fascinating height to which Jesus elevated it.

“You” – Saint Paul wrote – “are a letter from Christ delivered by us,
written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets
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of stone but on tablets of human hearts” (2 Cor 3:3). The Holy Spirit,
the love of God, writes within us. And as he writes within us, he
establishes goodness in us and constantly reminds us of it. Indeed,
to “re-mind” means to bring to mind, to “write” on the heart. By the
power of the Holy Spirit, every story, even the most forgotten one,
even the one that seems to be written with the most crooked lines,
can become inspired, can be reborn as a masterpiece, and become
an appendix to the Gospel. Like the Confessions of Augustine. Like
A Pilgrim’s Journey of Ignatius. Like The Story of a Soul of Saint
Therese of the Child Jesus. Like The Betrothed, like The Brothers
Karamazov. Like countless other stories, which have admirably
scripted the encounter between God’s freedom and that of man.
Each of us knows different stories that have the fragrance of the
Gospel, that have borne witness to the Love that transforms life.
These stories cry out to be shared, recounted and brought to life in
every age, in every language, in every medium.

5. A story that renews us

Our own story becomes part of every great story. As we read the
Scriptures, the stories of the saints, and also those texts that have
shed light on the human heart and its beauty, the Holy Spirit is free
to write in our hearts, reviving our memory of what we are in God’s
eyes. When we remember the love that created and saved us, when
we make love a part of our daily stories, when we weave the tapestry
of our days with mercy, we are turning another page. We no longer
remain tied to regrets and sadness, bound to an unhealthy memory
that burdens our hearts; rather, by opening ourselves to others, we
open ourselves to the same vision of the great storyteller. Telling
God our story is never useless: even if the record of events remains
the same, the meaning and perspective are always changing. To
tell our story to the Lord is to enter into his gaze of compassionate
love for us and for others. We can recount to him the stories we
live, bringing to him the people and the situations that fill our lives.
With him we can re-weave the fabric of life, darning its rips and
tears. How much we, all of us, need to do exactly this!

With the gaze of the great storyteller – the only one who has the
ultimate point of view – we can then approach the other characters,
our brothers and sisters, who are with us as actors in today’s story.
For no one is an extra on the world stage, and everyone’s story is
open to possible change. Even when we tell of evil, we can learn to
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leave room for redemption; in the midst of evil, we can also recognize
the working of goodness and give it space.

So it is not a matter of simply telling stories as such, or of advertising
ourselves, but rather of remembering who and what we are in God’s
eyes, bearing witness to what the Spirit writes in our hearts and
revealing to everyone that his or her story contains marvellous
things. In order to do this, let us entrust ourselves to a woman who
knit together in her womb the humanity of God and, the Gospel
tells us, wove together the events of her life. For the Virgin Mary
“treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart” (Lk 2:
19). Let us ask for help from her, who knew how to untie the knots
of life with the gentle strength of love:

O Mary, woman and mother, you wove the divine Word in your
womb, you recounted by your life the magnificent works of God.
Listen to our stories, hold them in your heart and make your own
the stories that no one wants to hear. Teach us to recognize the
good thread that runs through history. Look at the tangled knots
in our life that paralyze our memory. By your gentle hands, every
knot can be untied. Woman of the Spirit, mother of trust, inspire
us too. Help us build stories of peace, stories that point to the
future. And show us the way to live them together.

Rome, at Saint John Lateran, 24 January 2020, the Memorial of
Saint Francis de Sales

Franciscus
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To,
All the Archbishops, Bishops and Priest In-Charge
All the Diocesan Secretaries/Presidents of Women s Commission
The Parish Women s Cell/Mahila Sang.

Your Eminences, Excellencies, Fathers, Secretaries and
Presidents of Women’s commission,

Greetings of love from the CCBI Women s Commission, May the
babe of Bethlehem who dwells in our heart enrich our lives with His
presence and peace.

The Frist National Women s Conference was held from 18th to 21st
November 2019 at Navinta Retreat House, New Delhi. 71 participants
from 41 dioceses played a vital role in revisiting the Vision and Mission
Statement and in formulating an action plan till 2025 with proper
Goals, objectives and strategies. The details are here below.

First National Conference of CCBI Women’s Commission

The women Commission of CCBI experienced a great success in
organizing the First National Conference from 18-21 November for
the secretaries and presidents of all the 132 dioceses. 71 members
from 41 dioceses took active participation and reflected on the
theme „CHOSEN TO BE a MISSIONARY . The purpose of the
conference was to “revitalize the role of mothers in the Church and
build a strong and united Church through faith-filled families by
mothers in each diocese in India,”

The reports on the missionary activities during Extraordinary
Missionary Month and programmes conducted in different dioceses
for the betterment of the women was an inspiration to come together
and revisit the Mission, Vision and Objectives for the commission.
The Participants resolved to draft the bye-laws and guidelines for
Women s Commissions at national, regional and diocesan levels.

Inaugurating the event, Bishop Francis Kalist of Meerut, chairman
of Women s Commission, said that women can contribute to the
common good of society as representatives of God. In the keynote
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address, Archbishop Anil Cutto of Delhi, said, “We are baptized
and sent. This conference reminds us that we are chosen to be
missionaries and to spread the spirit of mission in our regions and
dioceses.” Encouraging the participants, the member bishop Rev.
Binay Kandulna bishop of Khunti Diocese, said “A woman is an
ambassador of peace and justice.” The members of women s
commission of Delhi Archdiocese welcomed the participants from
all over India, through a grand cultural programme.

Various sessions and workshops were held to enlighten the
participants. On the first day, the first two sessions were on the
Indian Constitution and the rights of women. Sr. Anastaasia Gill,
Supreme Court lawyer and member of Delhi Minority Commission,
spoke in detail on the constitutional rights in favour of women and
woman being a victim of domestic violence (physical, mental, sexual
and economic violence).

At noon, Sister Lilly Francis, the regional secretary of the Western
Region, introduced the books that speak in support of woman
empowerment like women for peace, wife battering, gender policy
of the Catholic Church in India and sexual harassment in workplaces.

Fr. Reginald Pinto, women s commission in-charge in Udupi
diocese, dealt with topics such as the present reality of Indian
women, Church and Social Teachings about women, and where
Indian women have to be in the future. He guided the participants
to revisit the vision and mission statement along with goals,
objectives, strategy and activity.

VISION STATEMENT :

Liberated, Empowered, Spiritually Nourished Women in the
Society .

MISSION STATEMENT :

Liberate women from various bondages, strengthen them with
spiritual values and empower them in economic, social, political
and cultural spheres.

GOALS

1. Strong and sustainable women cells

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Objectives:
1. By 2025, all the existing women cells will be revitalized and self-

sufficient

Strategy : the existing cell members will be made aware of
the guidelines given by the CCBI Women’s
Commission

Activity : Seminar, Workshop

2. By 2025, every Region, Diocese, Deanery, Parish and Sub-station
will have an organized Women s Cell.

Strategy1: Spreading awareness among the hierarchy
(Region to Parish)

Strategy 2: Spreading awareness among women leaders in the
Region, Diocese and Parish level

Activity:
1. Personally meeting the hierarchy (bishop-priest-leader)
2. Awareness programmes, seminars, workshops and capacity

building
3. Materials to be prepared and distributed in local languages. A

Society where women and men enjoy equal rights and equal
status valuing the difference.

Objectives:

1. By 2025, in 25% of the families, women and men will be made
aware of their rights, complementing one another.

Strategy: 1. Awareness programmes on constitutional rights,
human rights, Gender policy.

Strategy: 2. Collaboration with Family Commission, Youth
Commission and Laity Commission and other
Church organizations.

Activity:
Workshops, Rallies, Articles in Diocesan Newsletters, Meeting
parents during PT meetings in the schools, celebration of important
days (Women’s day, Mothers’ day etc………)

3. Women to be rooted in Christ and formed in spiritual values

Objectives:
1. By 2025, all women will be rooted in Christ and formed to be

missionary disciples.



34

Strategy: 1. Realization of what it means to be a Christian in
the sense what the Pope calls to be a missionary
disciple

Activity:
Every cell meeting will have a Bible reading and reflection, Retreat
for women, Study of the apostolic exhortations, Weekend retreats,
Pilgrimages, Night vigils etc.

4. Women are to be socially, economically, culturally and politically
empowered

Objectives:
1. By 2025, 25% of the women will be made aware of the

Government schemes and avail it

Strategy:1. Real knowledge of different schemes available to
the members

Strategy 2. Leaders help the members to assist the needy
women to avail government schemes.

Activity:
Awareness sessions, Linking people to government offices,
Identifying the needy members, Networking with Government
departments etc.

2. By 2025, 35% of the women will be made aware of their
Constitutional and other rights

Strategy : 1. Awareness programmes on Constitutional rights,
Human rights, Civil rights, Panchayath Raj
institution, Tribal rights, POCSO awareness,
Minority rights etc.

Activity:
Awareness programmes, Street plays, Flash mobs, Puppet shows,
Commemoration of National days, Linkage with Panchayaths,
Interaction with professionals (IAS, IPS, Lawyers etc.)

3. By 2025, 30% of the women will be encouraged to nurture positive
customs and cultures

Strategy: 1. Creating awareness about what is positive and
negative in customs and cultures

Strategy: 2. Creating awareness about preservation and
practice of good customs and cultures
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Activity:

Cultural day, Traditional dresses, Village day, Celebrating festivals,
Traditional meals, Herbal medicines, homemade remedies etc.

Thanks to all the participants for the marvellous contribution in
formulating the above framework. This was possible only because
of individual s wholehearted contribution under the able leadership
of the resource person Fr. Reginald Pinto.

The Women s Commission would work for the promotion of a society
where equal rights and equal status valuing the difference are
fostered. Women rooted in Christ and formed in spiritual values
would envisage themselves to be missionary disciples who would
work for women who need to be socially, economically, culturally
and politically empowered. Women would take efforts to know
Government schemes and avail them. They are to nurture positive
customs and cultures. They will find ways to promote and preserve
good customs and cultures that enhance human life.

On the last day the workshop on the study of the summary of post
Synodal Exhortation (Amoris Letitia and Christus Vivit) of Pope
Francis was discussed, so to remain attuned to the call of everyday
transformation and build a missionary church by being a committed
disciple and also urged the participants to study these documents
in every unit of the parishes. They were also made to understand
that the empowerment of women within the church and the power
that they need to execute as secretaries and presidents in their
respective dioceses and regions.

Conclusion:

And the last part of the Conference was „Evaluation  where each
one expressed the benefits of organizing a National Conference at
the national level. “The current workshop was like the machine oiled
and greased to run faster. Maybe, I would be an owner of this machine
as I am equipped with goal, mission and activity,” said Mrs. Riverlincy,
president of Jowai Diocese of the North-eastern region.

Mrs. M. Amali Amaladas, a women s secretary of Palayamkottai,
Tamilnadu region said, “I have a lot of struggles to become a
committed missionary. But after attending this conference I take it
as a challenge to make women as missionary mothers and work
for his kingdom.”
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“I extremely felt happy to be part of this session for women. When
I began this mission in my diocese, I did not have a clear vision.
This time together has helped me to have a clear idea from where
to begin and towards where I need to journey,” said Sr. Rani Poulous,
Nagapur Diocese Western Region. “I feel my work of framing the
goals and objectives need to be reformed as per the vision and
mission and move like a wheel from the level of nation to region to
diocese and parish. I alone cannot fulfil the mission but women
together can build up the women in India and our world,” she added.

The workshops were conducted region wise so it was an opportunity
to know each other and make a yearly planner for their own region.
We also decided to have follow- up of the conference in the regions,
thus the first follow - up programme will be in west Bengal region.
Though the idea of competitions on Girl Child Day was not very
successful, we still encouraged and appreciated the hard efforts of
the secretaries and evaluated the performances of each dioceses
on the theme “You Are Precious”

PLEASE NOTE:

Second National Conference

We will have our Second National Conference from 17th to 21st
October 2020 in the Pastoral Centre, Lucknow. Details of the same
will be circulated by the first week of February. A kind request, please
encourage the women in-charges of your respective diocese to
take part in the II National Conference.

Thanking you,

Sr. Lidwin Fernandes UFS
Executive Secretary,
CCBI Women s Commission
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Vatican City, 13
January 2020

Your Eminence, Your Grace, Your Excellency:

The Holy Father is preparing a new Apostolic Exhortation to present
the New Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology as
developed with the guidance of the Holy Spirit during the Synod on
the Amazon in October last year.

The draft is currently being reviewed and corrected and then needs
to be translated. Pope Francis hopes to promulgate it by the end of
this month or in early February.

The Exhortation is keenly awaited and will attract great interest
and many different responses. Accordingly, as was previously done
with Laudatosi’ (2015), Amoris Laetitia (2016), Gaudete et Exsultate
(2018) and ChristusVivit(2019), the Holy Father would like the local
Ordinaries to receive the text directly, before it is published and
before the world press starts to comment on it, and join him in
presenting the Exhortation and making it accessible to the faithful,
to fellow believers and all people of good will, and to the media, the
academic world, and others in positions of authority and influence.

With the hope of preparing well, some suggestions are being offered
in this first letter. The purpose is not to generate publicity or attract
attention. Rather, it is quietly to support you the Ordinary, in
communion with Pope Francis, as you prepare to receive the
Exhortation and pass it on to the People of God in your jurisdiction.
Accordingly, with greatest freedom, please make use of the
suggestions insofar as they seem helpful.

A useful way of preparing would be read some of the relevant earlier
documents referenced below. In another 10 days or so, you will
receive a second letter with further suggestions.

When the day of promulgation draws near, you will receive the
Exhortation by e-mail under embargo. On the day itself, there will
be a celebratory and communications event in the same Synod
Hall where the deliberations took place in October.

VATICAN  SYNOD  LETTER
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You may also want to begin planning a press briefing or a press
conference or other event as soon as convenient after the
publication of the Exhortation. For example, you may find it
opportune to have the Exhortation presented by yourself along with
an indigenous spokesperson if relevant in your area, an experienced
pastoral leader (ordained or religious, layman or laywoman), an
expert on climate or ecology, and a youth involved in peer ministry.

Please keep this letter confidential and share it only with those
directly involved in the Diocesan preparation for publication of the
Exhortation, not with others or with the media. Please do respect
these guidelines. At the same time, please be forgiving if you receive
more than one copy of this letter - it seems better to risk duplication
rather than fail to reach some dioceses because of poor internet
connectivity.

With the sincere hope that this letter has been helpful, let us join in
sincere prayer to Our Father of all mercies to bless Pope Francis
and all the Bishops in promulgating the Exhortation, and to dispose
the People of God in the Amazon and throughout the world to receive
it with faith and hope, intelligently and effectively.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Cardinal CláudioHummes, OFM
General Rapporteur of the Synod
President of the Pan Amazonic Church Network (REPAM)

RESOURCES
D Special Synod on the Amazon, FINAL DOCUMENT, 26.10.2019 http://

www.sinodoamazonico.va/content/sinodoamazonico/en/documents/final-
document-of-the-amazon-synod.html

D Pope Francis, MEETING WITH INDIGENOUS PEOPLE OF AMAZONIA,
Puerto Maldonado, 19.1.2018 http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
speeches/2018/january/documents/papa-francesco_20180119_peru-
puertomaldonado-popoliamazzonia.html

D Pope Francis, OPENING OF THE WORKS OF THE SPECIAL
ASSEMBLY, 7.10.2019

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2019/october/
documents/papa-francesco_20191007_apertura-sinodo.html
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Paul VI Audience Hall

Wednesday, 18 December 2019

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It will be Christmas in one week. During these days as we rush to
prepare for the feast day we can ask ourselves: “How am I preparing
for the Birth of the celebrated One?”. A simple, yet effective way to
prepare oneself is to set up a nativity scene. I too followed this path
this year: I went to Greccio where Saint Francis created the first
nativity scene with the local people. And I wrote a Letter to mark
the significance of this tradition, what the nativity scene means
during the Christmas period.

Indeed, the nativity scene is “like a living Gospel” (Apostolic Letter
Admirabile Signum, n. 1). It brings the Gospel to the places where
people live: in homes, schools, work and meeting places, hospitals,
retirement homes, prisons and in the squares. And in those places
where we live, it reminds us of an essential thing: that God did not
remain invisible in Heaven, but rather came to earth, became man,
a child. To make a nativity scene is to celebrate God’s closeness.
God has always been close to his people but when he became
incarnate and was born, he was very close, extremely close. To
make a nativity scene is to celebrate God’s closeness; to rediscover
that God is real, concrete, alive and vibrant. God is not a distant
lord or a detached judge but rather humble Love that descended
upon us. The Child in the nativity scene transmits his tenderness
to us. Some small figurines portray the “Bambinello” with open arms
to tell us that God came to embrace our humanity. It is beautiful
then to stand before the nativity scene and to confide our lives to
the Lord, to speak to him of the people and situations that we have
in our heart, to take stock with him of the year that is ending, to
share our expectations and apprehensions.

We can see Mary and Joseph beside Jesus. We can guess the
thoughts and feelings they had as the Babe was being born in
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poverty: joy but also dismay. And we can also invite the Holy Family
into our homes where there are joys and worries, where we wake
up each day, we eat and sleep close to the people who are dearest
to us. The nativity scene is a “domestic Gospel”. The word “presepe”
(nativity scene in Italian) literally means “manger” whereas
Bethlehem, the town of the nativity scene, means “house of bread”.
Manger and house of bread: the nativity scene we set up at home
where we share food and affection reminds us that Jesus is the
nourishment, the bread of life (cf. Jn 6:34). He is the One who
sustains our love. He is the One who gives our families the strength
to carry on and forgive one another.

The nativity scene offers us another life lesson. In today’s at times
frenetic pace, it is an invitation to contemplation. It reminds us of
the importance of pausing. Because only when we know how to
recollect ourselves can we welcome what truly matters in life. Only
if we leave the din of the world outside our home can we open
ourselves to listen to God who speaks in silence. The nativity scene
is current, it is the newness of each family. Yesterday I was given a
small image of a special nativity scene, very small, which was called:
“Let us let Mum rest”. There was Our Lady asleep and Joseph putting
the Babe to sleep. How many of you husbands and wives have to
take turns during the night because the baby is crying, crying, crying.
“Let Mum rest” is the tenderness of a family, of a marriage.

The nativity scene is more timely now than ever, when every day,
throughout the world, so many weapons and violent images that
penetrate our eyes and hearts are being produced. The nativity scene
instead is an artisanal image of peace. This is why it is a living Gospel.

Dear brothers and sisters, from the nativity scene we can grasp a
teaching on the very meaning of life. We see everyday scenes:
shepherds with their sheep, blacksmiths forging iron, millers making
bread. Sometimes there are landscapes and circumstances from
our areas. It is right because the nativity scene reminds us that
Jesus comes into our concrete lives. And this is important. Always
make a small nativity scene at home because it is a reminder that
God came to us; he was born among us, he accompanies us
throughout our lives. He is man like we are. He became man like
us. In everyday life, we are no longer alone. He abides in us. He
does not magically change things but if we welcome Him, everything
can change. I hope that setting up the nativity scene will be for you
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all an opportunity to invite Jesus into your lives. When we make
the nativity scene at home it is like opening a door and saying:
“Come in, Jesus!”. It is making this closeness concrete, this invitation
to Jesus to come into our lives. Because if he abides in our lives,
life is reborn. And if life is reborn, it is truly Christmas. Happy
Christmas to everyone!

Wednesday, 8 January 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The final part of the Book of the Acts of the Apostles tells us that the
Gospel continues its journey not only on land but also by sea, on a
ship that brings the imprisoned Paul, from Caesarea to Rome (cf.
Acts 27:1-28, 16), to the heart of the Empire so that the Word of the
Risen One would be fulfilled: “you shall be my witnesses... to the
end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Read the Book of the Acts of the Apostles
and you will see how, through the power of the Holy Spirit, the Gospel
will reach all people and become universal. Take it. Read it.

From the outset, the voyage meets with unfavourable conditions.
The journey becomes dangerous. Paul advises not to continue
navigating but the centurion takes no notice and puts his trust in
the captain and in the owner of the ship. The voyage continues and
a wind so impetuous is unleashed that the crew lose control of the
ship and the ship sails adrift.

When death seems imminent and despair grips everyone, Paul
intervenes and reassures his companions by saying what we have
just listened to: “this very night there stood by me an angel of the
God to whom I belong and whom I worship and he said, ‘Do not be
afraid, Paul you must stand before Caesar; and lo, God has granted
you all those who sail with you’” (Acts 27:23-24). Even in times of
trial, Paul does not stop being the guardian of the life of others and
the catalyst for their hope.

Thus Luke shows us that the design that leads Paul towards Rome
not only saves the Apostle but also his fellow travellers and the
shipwreck changes from being a disaster into a providential
opportunity for the proclamation of the Gospel.

After the shipwreck comes the arrival at the island of Malta whose
inhabitants offer a warm welcome. The Maltese are good, they are
meek, they were already welcoming at that time. It is raining and



42

cold and they light a fire to ensure the shipwrecked may have some
warmth and relief. Here too, as a true disciple of Christ, Paul offers
his service, feeding the fire with some branches. During this task
he is bitten by a viper but he suffers no harm: upon seeing this the
people say: “But he must be a great delinquent because he could
save himself from shipwreck and then ends up being bitten by a
viper”. They were waiting for him to fall dead but he suffered no
harm and is even mistaken for a divinity rather than for a criminal.
In reality that relief comes from the Risen Christ who assists him
according to the promise made to believers before ascending into
heaven: “They will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly
thing, it will not hurt them, they will lay their hands on the sick, and
they will recover” (Mk 16:18). History states that there were no vipers
in Malta from that time onwards. This is God’s blessing for this
good people’s reception of the shipwrecked people.

Indeed Paul’s stay in Malta becomes a favourable opportunity to
give “flesh” to the Word he proclaims and to thus exercise a ministry
of compassion in healing the sick. And this is a law of the Gospel:
when a believer experiences salvation they should not keep it for
themselves but spread it around. “Goodness always tends to spread.
Every authentic experience of truth and goodness seeks by its very
nature to grow within us, and any person who has experienced a
profound liberation becomes more sensitive to the needs of others”
(Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, n. 9). Christians who
are “suffering” can certainly move themselves closer to those who
suffer because they know what suffering is, and they can open
their hearts and exercise solidarity to others.

Paul teaches us to live through tribulation by clinging to Christ, in
order to gain the “conviction that God is able to act in every situation,
even amid apparent setbacks” and the “certitude that all those who
entrust themselves to God in love will bear good fruit” (ibid n. 279).
Love is always fruitful, love of God is always fruitful, and if you
allow yourself to be taken by the Lord and receive the Lord’s gifts,
this will allow you to give them to others. It always goes beyond
love of God.

Today let us ask the Lord to help us experience every trial sustained
by the energy of faith and to be attentive to history’s many
shipwrecked who reach our shores exhausted, so that we too may
know how to welcome them with that fraternal love that comes from
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the encounter with Jesus. This is what saves from the frost of
indifference and inhumanity.

Wednesday, 15 January 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today we conclude the catechesis on the Acts of the Apostles with
Saint Paul’s last missionary leg: that is Rome (cf. Acts 28:14).

Paul’s voyage was one with the Gospel’s journey, and is proof that
when the course of men and women is lived in faith, they can
become transit spaces for God’s salvation, through the Word of
faith which acts as a leaven that is capable of transforming situations
and of opening ever new paths.

Paul’s arrival in the heart of the Roman Empire marks the end of
the account of the Acts of the Apostles which does not end with the
martyrdom of Paul, but rather with the abundant sowing of the Word.
The end of Luke’s narrative, which is hinged on the voyage of the
Gospel throughout the world, contains and summarizes all the
dynamism of the unstoppable Word of God, Word that wants to
“run” in order to communicate salvation to all.

In Rome, Paul first meets his brothers in Christ who welcomed him
and give him courage (cf. Acts 28:15), and whose warm hospitality
reveals how much his arrival was awaited and desired. He is then
allowed to live on his own under custodia militaris, that is with a
soldier who acts as his guard. He was under house arrest. Despite
his condition as a prisoner, Paul is able to meet notable Jews to
explain why he was forced to appeal to Caesar, and to speak to
them of the Kingdom of God. He tries to convince them with regard
to Jesus, starting from the Scriptures and showing them the
continuity between the novelty of Christ and the “hope of Israel”
(Acts 28:20). Paul identifies as profoundly Jewish and in the Gospel
he preaches, that is, the Good News of Christ dead and Risen, he
sees the fulfilment of the promises made to the chosen people.

This informal meeting which the Hebrews had agreed to, was
followed by a more official one during which, for an entire day, Paul
proclaims the Kingdom of God and tries to open his listeners to
faith in Jesus “from the law of Moses and from the prophets” (Acts
28:23). Since not everyone is convinced, he denounces the
hardened heart of the People of God, which is the reason for his
guilt (cf. Is 6:9-10) and passionately celebrates the salvation of
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nations which instead show that they are receptive to God and
capable of listening to the Word of the Gospel of life (cf. Acts 28:28).

At this point in the narrative, Luke concludes his work by showing
us not Paul’s death but the dynamism of his homily, of a Word that
“is not fettered” (2 Tim 2:9). Paul does not have freedom of
movement but he is free to speak because the Word is not fettered
— it is a Word that is ready to be fully sown by the Apostle. Paul
does this “quite openly and unhindered” (Acts 28:31), in a house
where he welcomes those who want to receive the proclamation of
the Kingdom of God and meet Christ. This home, open to all hearts
that seek, is the image of the Church that, despite being persecuted,
misunderstood and chained, never tires of welcoming each man
and woman, with a maternal heart, in order to announce to them
the love of the Father which became visible in Jesus.

Dear brothers and sisters, at the end of this itinerary which we have
lived together by following the voyage of the Gospel throughout the
world, may the Holy Spirit rekindle in each of us the call to be
courageous and joyful evangelizers. Like Paul, may He make us
capable of pervading our homes with the Gospel and of making
them Cenacles of fraternity in which to welcome the living Christ
who “comes to meet us in every man and at all times” (cf. Advent
Preface).

Fr. Anandarao Jalumuru 1 Birthday

Fr. Jaya Raju Dondaparthi 2 Birthday

Fr. Prakash Rao Arji 2 Feast Day

Fr. Jaya Raju Kona 3 Birthday

Fr. Lourdaiah Marneni 11 Feast Day

Fr. Peter Sebastian Palakunnel 16 Birthday

The Days To Remember

Hearty Congratulations &
Many Happy Returns of the Day

To you, Dear Fathers
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“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

01-02-1969 Fr. Betha Mariadas, 65 years, died at Vizag
02-02-1929 Bro. Emile Maillard, 50 years, died at Vizag
07-02-1989 Fr. Crispin D'Souza, 99 years, died at Vizag
08-02-1903 Fr. Patrick Wall, 65 years, died at Nagpur
11-02-1991 Fr. Francis Hamilton, 77 years, died at Yeovil, England
12-02-1969 Fr. Regis Maniouloux, 82 years, died at Vizag
15-02-1888 Fr. Jean Thevenet, 70 years, died at Kamptee
15-02-1916 Fr. Francois Sage, 49 years, died at Vizag
16-02-2015 Fr. Joseph George Cheriankunnel, 89 years, Died at R.V.
Nagar
18-02-1986 Bro. Innaiah Gali, 76 years, died at Vizag
19-02-1937 Fr. Anselme Rey, 83 years, died at Vizag
20-02-1952 Bro. Euguene Debons, 85 years, died at Bhimili
21-02-1987 Bro. Joseph Sebastian Devaraj, 77 years, died at Vizag
25-02-1952 Fr. Alexis Marrolliat, 73 years, died at Bhimili
25-02-1953 Fr. Peter Francis Andrade, 52 years, died at Vijayawada
26.02.2018 Archbishop K. Mariadas Emeritus, 84 years, died at Vizag
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