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The Pastor Speaks ...
Pentecost, Gifts of the Holy Spirit, Church,
and Mission at hand  now…

On the last day of the Marian month of May we
had the Solemnity of Pentecost bringing to
memory the first Pentecost experiences, descent
of the Holy Spirit in the form of tongues of fire and gusty winds and
the transformation of the Apostles into bold and courageous
witnesses of Jesus Christ. Our celebration of the feast of the
Pentecost should be the occasion to receive afresh the anointing
in the Holy Spirit, who is the Lord and giver of life, and who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. Like the Apostles and the Apostolic
Church we have to live for the Lord Jesus Christ and share in the
mission of the Church of proclaiming Jesus Christ and the Good
News of the Kingdom of God. Celebrating the Pentecost Sunday
should also be an occasion to become aware as to how we see
today (understand) our discipleship, how we see our mission,
and how we see ourselves as members of the Church, the
Church we belong to at the parish level, diocese level, and at
the universal level! Our understanding determines our attitudes
towards the Church, our sense of belonging to the Church,
our relationship with other members of the Church, the way
we look at and participate in the life and activities of the church,
and importantly our expectations from the Church.

1. Members of the Apostolic Church were called the
“followers of the way”: Those who believed in Jesus Christ
gradually emerged into a vibrant and well-knit community,
characterized by bonds of love and sharing; they shared
everything they had with others. The entrusted mission of
proclaiming the Good News of Salvation commenced immediately
and along with that was the formation of the Apostolic Church
with more and more Jews coming forward to believe and accept
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Jesus, the crucified one as “Christ, Lord, and Savior!”  Both,
Jews and non-Jews in Jerusalem began to identify or call the
members of this new community as the “followers of the Way,” a
“New Way at that!” The Apostles and Apostolic Church saw all
this as the work of God accomplished in the name of Jesus Christ
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. There was that urge in
them to fulfill the mission that was entrusted to them. They went
about with conviction and courage, and with joy they faced the
persecution and imprisonments, suffered even physical violence.
They had no other thought than living for the Lord and for the
mission of proclaiming Lord Jesus: Jesus Christ is the fulfillment
of all the promises about the Messiah and He is Saviour for the
whole humanity. They believed that the mission is God-given for
the salvation of human beings.

2. Church is People of God: ecclesia, assembly of believers:
The English word “church”  in the common parlance hides
the dynamic reality of the Church of Jesus Christ as a people
who are believers in Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son of God,
sent by God for the salvation of the world. Thanks be to
God, the Second Vatican Council by describing the Church
as “People of God,” has helped to recover what was not so
much denied but what was not immediately in the focus.
Church is constituted of people who are placed in the “here-
and-now” reality of daily life, characterized by their faith in
Jesus Christ and as people who are “reborn” in the waters
of the sacrament of Baptism. Their faith is a response to the
truth revealed in Jesus Christ: He is the Incarnate Son of
God, born as man in the world for the salvation of man,
salvation of the whole world! This faith-response is a
commitment to the call to live as disciples of Jesus Christ, as
a pilgrim people in this world, journeying towards the
attainment of eternal life. While one is on the journey, he or
she as Christian is not left to one self, alone and isolated. A
baptized person is ipso facto a member of the community of
baptized members who are  also called to be disciples of
Jesus Christ and called to live as pilgrims moving forward
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with firm faith and hope towards the attainment of “eternal
life” assured in and through Jesus Christ. In the community
every member has the two-fold relationship: one with the
Triune God and the second with the believing community as
a whole. These relationships imply both, a privilege and a
responsibility; privilege because one is counted as a member
in the community, “a living stone in the edifice of the living
temple” and it is a responsibility because blessed in the Holy
Spirit with particular gifts and charisms, each member has to
contribute his/her share for the well being of the whole
Community. Not every member is blessed with the same gifts
and therefore, there are different responsibilities and duties
in the hands of different members but all for the good of the
whole community in a given place. Church is a perfect example
of “a unity in diversity.”

3. Church is sustained and led by Jesus Christ, the Head of
the Church: Body and Bride are two images among many
others that are used to speak about the Church: the head of
this Body is Jesus Christ; He is the Bridegroom and the
Church is His Bride. With this intimate and living relationship
Jesus Christ sustains the Church while she exists here on
earth and He leads her to her final destiny. The Word of God
and the Sacramental life are the two perennial sources of
life with which Christ sustains the Church. Jesus Christ is
“the Word made flesh” and the source of all the Sacraments,
the channels of saving grace of God. In Union with Christ the
Church celebrates and ponders over the Word of God, to
know and live according to the Will of God. In the celebration
and reception of the Sacraments, especially the Holy
Eucharist, the members in the Community of believers keep
receiving the “grace of God.” We cannot think of the Church
at any time and in any situation of being left to herself apart
from Jesus Christ: she is always in union and communion
with Him. Satan and Sin reality can threaten to disturb and
destroy this union and communion between Jesus Christ and
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the members of the Church. For this too, the needed
sustenance is provided by the Word of God and the grace
of the sacraments. It is no wonder that Catholics always long
to frequent for these life-giving and life-sustaining
celebrations of the Word and the sacraments. During this
Covid-19 pandemic the Community is experiencing the pain
of missing this tangible source of sustenance and it eagerly
waits for resumption of the community celebrations of the
Sacraments and proclamation of the Word of God.
Opportunities offered through digital communication for
following the liturgy of the Eucharist and preaching of the
Word, do not fully satisfy the soul’s hunger for the communion
with the Lord through the frequent reception of the
sacraments personally!

4. Church is hierarchically ordered Community with an
institutional structure: Community and institution have
different dynamics of existing, functioning and relating.
Individual members in a given community or individuals
functioning or working in particular position in a given
institution have to have a common shared vision and an
agreed set of goals and objectives. There is a mission that
guides both, the community or institution as a whole and the
individual members as well. Church is a Community of
believers but it is also a well organized institution.
Understanding this truth and accepting this truth about the
Church by all the members is very crucial and important too.
But, the challenge is to have a proper and healthy
combination (balance) of “the sense of a belonging to the
community and the sense of being an individual in the
community,” with the implicit rights and privileges, duties and
obligations, with gifts and talents, etc. If the common vision
and mission do not govern and guide both, the Community
and the individuals, there will be chances of conflict between
the Community and the individual. There has to be a healthy
relationship between the two: How does the community
listen, understand, and accommodate the individual
believers/members?  And how do the individuals understand,
respect, accept, and abide by the common vision and
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mission? The question is not about who should or what should
prevail. It is about whether or not the common vision and
mission is guiding and directing the Community or the
individual members in the community. Institutional structures
and functions are placed in the hands of the individuals to
help the community in living up to the common vision and in
the realization of the mission. There has to be a sense of
detachment in the individuals and in the community as a
whole, if the vision and mission should not suffer neglect.

5. Gifts and talents for the “common good”: The talents and
gifts a human being is endowed with are not always
comparable to those one sees in others. This is what being
unique means! As Baptized members in the Church we are
not exception to this. Added to the naturally given gifts and
talents, we believe that in the Holy Spirit we are anointed
and each of us are blessed with gifts, charisms. Recognition,
acceptance and fostering of these gifts received from the
Holy Spirit in the Church and by the Church are necessary.
When we say Church, it is all the members of the Church
who have to recognize, accept and foster the gifts in the
members. Having said this, it is also necessary that the gifts/
charisms individuals are blessed with are for the “common
good,” for the well being of the whole community of believers.
We know how repeatedly the image of human body is used
in the New Testament to explain to us about the uniqueness
of the gifts in each member and the inter-connectedness
with other members in the Church. We are not only
interconnected but also inter-dependent just as different parts
in the body are inter-connected and inter-dependent. In the
Church the members exist with one another united with Jesus
Christ, the head of the Church.  Another point with regard to
gifts/charisms is taught by the Church: there are hierarchical
(institutional) gifts and charismatic gifts. Pope and bishops,
priests and deacons are by virtue of their ordination share
in divine ministries of the Church. Strictly speaking, only Pope
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LET  US  PRAY

Prayer intention for evangelization
The Way of the Heart we pray that all those who suffer may find
their way of life, allowing themselves to be touched by the Heart
of Jesus.

and the bishops who are in communion with the Pope are
called hierarchy. In any case, all have to understand that
the gifts/charisms, including the exercise of authority as
pastors of the community, have to be at the service or in the
service of the Church, for its upbuilding and for fulfilling her
mission of proclaiming Christ and the Good News of the
Kingdom of God! This way of understanding alone will
ensure good relationships among different members and
different sections among “the People of God.” May the Spirit
of God lead us!

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you
to be uninformed. You know that when you were heathen,
you were led astray to mute idols, however you may have
been moved. Therefore I want you to understand that no
one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus be cursed!
and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and
there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there
are varieties of working, but it is the same God who inspires

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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1. Now that the lockdown is being relaxed and small gatherings
are possible, Recollection at the deanery level could be
conducted in this month of June. Following the guidelines of
wearing masks and keeping social distance, the priests in the
deanery can come together for recollection, an occasion to
pray and an opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, and individual confession. Deans could take
the initiative to consult and finalize the date and place for the
Recollection.

2. From 8th June, we are assured that churches can be opened
and religious services can be resumed. We all feel happy about
this as it gives the faithful the joy of receiving the Sacraments
and joining community celebration of faith. Since our
celebrations are mostly Community celebrations, the
number of the faithful participating should be as per the
directions of the government, 50, 75 or 100. Please see
printed in this Newsletter the set of guidelines that needs
to be followed. Following the expected norms and
conditions can prevent the civil authorities from their
intervention or sometimes, prompting them to cancel the
celebrations!

3 Ordinations of our Deacon Brothers: As informed already, the
Ordinations will be in their respective parishes: Br. Kishore
Kondala on Saturday, 13th June at Mandapeta Parish; Br. David
Raju Madugula on Thursday, 24th  June at Thorraeedu Parish,
and Br.  Senapathi Bala Velankini Naidu on Wednesday, 22nd July
at Gajuwaka Parsh. Please note that the number of people
at the Ordination Mass has to be within the prescribed
direction by the civil government, 50 or 75 or 100 as may
be allowed. Therefore, in this matter all have to cooperate
with the concerned Parish priest and the Parish Community so
that there is no big gathering that could draw the attention of
the civil authorities!   

 

COMMUNICATIONS
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4. One of the ear-marked collections is “Peter Pence” in support
of the Pontifical Society of St. Peter, the Apostle. It is taken
Sunday nearest to the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul on
29th June. This collection is  forwarded to Rome through
the Nunciature for the “support of the works of the Holy
Father. So, in all the parishes this collection is to be taken
on Sunday, 28th June. The same is to be sent to the Office
of the Procurator at the earliest possible. When there is delay
in sending the amount to the Procurator’s Office, there is every
chance that it is forgotten or neglected. So, please take
interest and do the needful.

5. Ear-Marked (Universal) Collections: A gentle reminder about
the Ear-Marked collections that needs to be taken in the parish
and submitted to the Office of the Procurator. The same is
sent to the respective Offices, Pontifical Mission Societies,
Bangalore or the Rome through the Apostolic Nunciature.
Please see the matter explained in the Ordo 2019-2020, pages
172-73. Since there is the custom of paying all the collections
together once in year, there is a lot of delay and
disorder. There are still many parish priests who have not
submitted the collections for any of the ear-marked
collections in for 2019 - 2020 spite of so many reminders.
Parish priests need not wait for the whole year. Instead,
as a particular collection is taken on prescribed a Sunday,
the collected contributions should be given at the
Procurator’s office within three or four weeks! The delay
or not paying these collections, including the Mission
Sunday collections, is causing a lot of difficulty for the
Office. On behalf of the archdiocese, we have to send the
collections within certain time to the concerned Offices.
We get reminders from these offices! Hope everyone pays
attention to this important responsibility towards the
Church and be prompt in doing what is expected! 

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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Guidelines to be followed when the Churches are
allowed to open from June 8, 2020

Dear Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and the Lay faithful,

Greetings of peace in the Lord!

We are happy with news that after 8th of June lockdown will be
further relaxed and churches can be opened. Thanks to the
government for this positive measure! Without worship and prayer
in the Church and temples, we miss something of that spiritual
nourishment and sustenance that every believer needs! Now that
after 75 days of closure of the Churches and cancellation of Holy
Mass and all other religious services, we have opportunity to
celebrate Mass and conduct other religious services. But, the
Covid-19 Corona virus has not left us as yet. In fact, you also
know, the number of Corona virus affected cases is increasing at
considerable speed! Since it is a-symptomatic in its nature,
we do not know who has and who does not have, we have to
take as many precautions as possible to protect one self and
also protect others! We are giving therefore some guidelines to
the parish priests and others who are responsible for the parish
activities. Most of these are general guidelines already known to
people and widely publicized!

1. The Parish Priest/Priest in-charge of the Parish Church will
be responsible for the following arrangements:

2. From June 8 (Monday), only 50 persons (or more if the
government specifies) may be found in a Church at any given
time between 7.00 a.m. and 6.00 p.m., when the Church is
kept open.

3. Those who enter the Church must use hand sanitizer, wear a
mask and keep physical distance of minimum 6 (six) feet.

4. The Church will be sanitized in the morning (before 7.00 a.m.)
and evening (after 6.00 p.m.)
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5. The Parish priest/Priest in-charge will take responsibility for
organizing orderly entry and exit from the Church and will
appoint the following persons:

Ø One or two persons at  the entrance  to the  Church to offer
hand sanitizer;

Ø One person (usher) to show the seats/places in the Church
that are well marked.

6. Since the number of people that are permitted for a Mass is
only 50 (fifty), two masses can be celebrated daily and three
or more Masses on a Sunday. If it is convenient, Parish Priest
can inform the faithful beforehand about which Mass people
in a particular locality or zone can or should attend. If we
violate the order of keeping the number, the civil authority
may even cancel this provision for that Church. It is our
responsibility to keep these norms and we have a special
obligation to educate our faithful.

7. After the Mass, the Blessed Sacrament could kept be exposed
in the morning and kept until 6.00 p.m. in all the Churches from
8th June, 2020, so that the faithful who could not come for Mass
can spend some time (15 – 30 minutes) in prayer and
adoration, and move out so that others can come in, but always,
only 50 (fifty) or less persons in the Church at any given time.

8. In small churches in the villages, the number should be
reduced even to 25 at any given time. Even there all should
use hand sanitizers and wear a mask and maintain physical
distance of 6 (six) feet.

9. In all the Churches the seats will be clearly marked and people
will occupy only those seats with the help of the ushers
(catechist/volunteer).

10. There will be no meetings, gatherings of people outside the
Church. After attending the Mass or praying in the Church,
persons leave the campus or go home as quickly as possible

11. During the Mass all will wear a mask. At Communion which will
be given in hand, the celebrant will wear a mask. There will
be no singing but if it is possible instrumental music that
is pertinent to the occasion may be played.
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12. The Collection can be made before the offertory keeping
the collection-box right in front and all those who come
to make offering must keep distance and go back to the
same places assigned to them.

13. For the reception of the Sacrament of Reconciliation
(Confession) use kneelers for the penitent and in case, both
the priest and the penitent should use mask. The penitent
next in the line should be at least 6 to 8 away so that only the
priest can hear the penitent.

14. For marriage celebrations follow the general rule limited
number that is prescribed and social distance that is required.

If we fail to follow the prescribed discipline and guidelines, there
might be the danger of cancellation of Mass and other celebration
in a particular Church or even cancel in all the Churches! The
priests in the parish and their collaborators should take all the
possible care in this regard!

We hope that our faithful will have the joy of receiving sacraments
and joining in the community celebrations, and with prayerful
wishes,

Yours fraternally,

*******

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS – MAY 2020
PARISH PRIESTS

            Name of the Parish Priest      Place

1 Fr. Lukose Kallakkat Yellamanchali

2 Fr. Stephen Gorantla Anaparthi

3 Fr. Arji Prakash Rao Pastoral Centre and Divyavani
Zonal Coordinator

4 Fr. Pradeep Arinane Malkapuram & Marriage Tribunal

5 Fr. Mohan Prasad Ommi Bobbili

6 Fr. Showri Babu Sanaboyina Peddaboddepalli

7 Fr. Bandanadam Joseph Salur -1

8 Fr. Chintada  Mariadas Salur -2, Mary Nagar

9 Fr. Santhosh Alamanda Vepada

10 Fr. Anthaiah Killada Ramachandrapuram

11 Fr. Ratnakar Kadupukotla Mandapeta

12 Fr. Polamarasetty Mariadas Yanam

13 Fr. Thomas Elavunkal Yeleswaram

14 Fr. Ananda Rao Jalumuru Resides  at Minor Seminary,
Bheemili (Rest)

15 Fr. Annu Pushpanadham Resides at Loudumatha Parish,
Saligrampuram (Rest)

1 Fr. P.Anand Rao Gnanapuram

2 Dn. Madugula  David Raju Gnanapuram

3 Fr. Boddu Sunil Salur-II, Mary Nagar

4 Fr. Paul Killada Minor Seminary

5 Fr. Ajay Kumar Palleti Yanam

ASSISTANTS

S.
No.
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6 Fr. Mariadas Vadlapati Rajamundry

7 Fr. Bunga Bala Raju Salur-I

8 Fr. Mathias Yandava Seethammadhara

9 Fr. Killada Anand Rao Bobbili

10 Fr. Morsa Rayappa St. Anthony’s Boarding and
Maharanipeta

11 Fr. Alphonse Yandava Peddaboddepalli

12 Fr.  Harry Philips Gajuwaka

13 Fr. Satya Prakash SMIJ Yelamanchili

14 Dn. Kishore Kondala R.V. Nagar

15 Dn. Senapathi Bala Vengapuram
Velangani Naidu

Assistants will take charge on or before 11th  of June 2020,
Parish Priests will take charge on or before 22nd of June 2020

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

ARCHDIOCESE  NEWS

Happy to announce our diocesan annual catechism results for this
year 2019-2020. Prizes for these awardees will be awarded on 7th

of June 2020 at our Pastoral Centre around 10am. May I request the

Parish priests and Principles to send your parish or School
children and if possible along with one of their parent to receive
their prize money and memento.  Here below is the result for
both media till Degree. We the catechism committee acknowledge
the efforts the catechism teachers, nuns and priests are putting
to make our catholic children to grow for God and His Church.

PASTORAL CENTRE NEWS
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\\Annual catechism result 2020
Telugu Medium

3rd Class
1st Prize: Radi. Varun, St. Peters Cathedral Gnanapuram

2nd Prize: A. Prem Kumar, St. Peters Primary School, Gnanpuram

3rd Prize: V. Dense Charanya, Waltair

4th Class
1st Prize: Gandi. Gagana Priya, R.C.M. School, Waltair

2nd Prize: K. Bindu Madhavi, St. Ann’s School, Vizianagaram

3rd Prize: S. Pranith St. Ann’s School, Vizianagaram

5th Class

1st Prize: M. Harshita St. Ann’s School, Vizianagaram

2nd Prize: D. Tejaswani, St. Ann’s School, Vizianagaram

3rd Prize: R. Solomanraju, V. Madugula

6th Class
1st Prize : Koppala Vineeth, St. Peters Cathedral,

Gnanapuram

2nd Prize : M. Y. Krishna Priya, St. Ann’s School, Vizianagaram
3rd Prize : B. Gouthami, St. Ann’s School, Vizianagaram
Consolations : P. Sushma, St. Ann’s School, Bhemili

T. Anupriya, St. Ann’s School, Bhemili
7th Class
1st Prize : Palla. Nayasri, St. Ann’s School, Arilova
2nd Prize : Devupalli. Pravallika St. Ann’s School, Arilova
3rd Prize : Kakara Sivani, St. Ann’s School, Arilova
Consolations : Botta. Pravallika, R.C.M. School, V. Madugula

8th Class

1st Prize : Somadula Jyothi, St. Ann’s School, Arilova
2nd Prize : Parumala Harika, St. Ann’s School, Arilova
3rd Prize : K. Abhiram, R.C.M. School

Consolations : L. Praneeth, R.C.M. School

B. Prasad, R.C.M. School
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9th Class

1st Prize : M. Ramya, St. Anthonys Church, Samalkota
2nd Prize : P. Amulya, St. Anthonys Church, Samalkota

3rd Prize : Panditha Bharathi, St. Ann’s School, Arilova

Consolations: Gandiboina, Sacred heart High School, Gnanapruam

Vayapu Hemalatha, Lourdhumatha church
Palla Kavyasri, St. Ann’s School, Arilova
Devulapalli Pravallika, Kristujayanthi Englsh Medium School,
Maharanipeta

10th Class

1st Prize : D. Gouthami, St. Ann’s School, Bhemili

2nd Prize : Divisam Nanvitha, Sacred heart high School,
Gnanapuram

3rd Prize : Kavati Varshini, Scred heart high School,
Gnanapuram

Consolation : Namali Kavyadeepthi, St. Peters Cathedral,
gnanapuram

Intermediate

1st Prize : Neeli Mary Kanaka Varshini, St. Ann’s Junior
College For Women, Malkapuram

2nd Prize : N. Mary Pravachana, St. Ann’s Junior College For
Women, Malkapuram

3rd Prize: Sarvasuddi Velangani, Kondadaba Parish

Degree

1st Prize : Golagani Mytri Sukkumari, Holy Cross Church,
Gajuwaka.

2nd Prize: N. Pavithra Rani, St. Ann’s Junior College For
Women, Malkapuram

3rd Prize : Jajimoggala Maria Theresa, St. Joseph’s Collage
for Women, Waltair

English Medium
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3rd Class

1st Prize : S. Srujana, Lourdhumatha Church

2nd Prize : P. Praneeth. St. Ann’s School, Mangalapalem

3rd Prize : N. Likith, S.F.S. Parish, Chinnawaltair

4th Class

1st Prize : S. A. Charan Jason, St. Ann’s School, Rajahmundry
2nd Prize : Jerome Simon, St. Ann’s School, Rajahmundry
 3rd Prize : G. Lenin raj, St. Theresa’s Church, pendurthi
Consolation : Pentapalli Snigdha, St. Peters Cathedral Church,

Gnanapuram
5th Class

1st Prize : Alson Joseph, Depaul School, Steelplant

2nd Prize : Kalva Joseph, St. Peters Cathedral, Gnanapuram

3rd Prize : A. Gracy N Maria. St. Ann’s School, Rajahmundry

6th Class

1st Prize : Pasupuleti Karunya Roshini, St. Josephs girls High
School,Waltair

2nd Prize : N. Abhishek Kumar, St. Ann’s School, Butchirajpalem

3rd Prize : B. Kamya Anto Solani, St. Ann’s School,
Rajahmundry

7th Class

1st Prize : N. V. Varshita, St. Josephs girls high School, Waltair

2nd prize : Sabba Likitha, St. Ann’s School, Rajahmundry

3rd Prize : N. Bindusri, St. Josephs girls high School, Waltair

Consolation : Chodavarapu Satvika, St. Ann’s School,

8th Class

1st Prize : Jakkanna Varuna, St. Peters Cathedral, Gnanapuram

2nd Prize : P. Vinny St. Ann’s School, Butchirajupalem

3rd Prize : Jakkanna Renuka, St. Josephs girls high School, Waltair

Consolation : K. Jhansi, St. Josephs girls high School, Malkapuram
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9th Class

1st Prize : Ravulapalli Shamita, St. Josephs girls high School, Waltair

2nd Prize : Madam Sharon Shushma, St. Josephs girls high
School,  Waltair

3rd Prize : Gaddam Divyasri,Jubilee English medium School,
Gnanapuram

10th Class

1st Prize : T. Saranya Sunitha, Lourdhumatha Church,

2nd Prize : Vanapalli. Harini, St. Josephs girls high School, Waltair

2nd Prize : V. Jyothsna, lourdhumatha church

3rd Prize : K. Sushmitha Sharon, St. Josephs girls high School,
Waltair

Intermediate

1st Prize : K. Blessy Vineela, St. Ann’s Junior College For Women,
Malkapuram

2nd Prize : Shalini Tete, St. Ann’s Junior College For Women,
Malkapuram

3rd Prize : Sapani Nayak, St. Ann’s Junior College For Women,
Malkapuram

Degree

1st Prize : N. Anuradha Varshini, St. Ann’s Junior College For
Women, Malkapuram

1st Prize : Ch. Arul Mary Velangani,  St. Joseph’s Collage for
Women, Waltair

2nd Prize : K. Deepika Rani, St. Joseph’s Collage for Women,
Waltair

3rd  Prize : V. Shopiya Mary, St. Ann’s Junior College For Women,
Malkapuram.

**********
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Invite for 16-Jun-2020 Webinar on
Laudato Si’ Special Anniversary Year

3rd June 2020

Your Eminence/Grace/Excellency and Friends,

Cordial Greetings from the CCBI Commission for Ecology!  

You are invited to participate in a Webinar on the Laudato
Si’ Special Anniversary Year (24th May 2020 to 24th May 2021)
on Tuesday, 16th June 2020 from 11AM to 1PM.

The detailed invite letter in PDF format is attached below.  Prior
online registration is required; thus you (or your nominated
representative) are requested to fill and submit the online form
linked here, preferably before 10th June 2020.

We look forward to your participation.

Yours in Christ, 

+ Bp Allwyn D’Silva

Chairperson - CCBI Commission for Ecology   

Auxiliary Bishop of Bombay

Fr Joshua D’Souza

Executive Secretary - Commission for Ecology 

Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI)
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3rd June 2020

Your Eminence/Grace/Excellency and Friends,

Warm Greetings of Peace, Joy and Good Health from the CCBI
Commission for Ecology. We hope and pray that everyone is safe
and healthy.

This is an invitation to participate in a Webinar on the Laudato Si’
Special Anniversary Year on Tuesday, 16th June 2020 from 11AM
to 1PM.  On 24th May 2015, Pope Francis signed the encyclical
letter Laudato Si’ that called our attention to the increasingly
precarious state of our common home. Five years later, we have
a unique opportunity to co-create a more caring, fraternal, peaceful
and sustainable world. The Vatican Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development has announced a Laudato Si’ Special
Anniversary Year from 24th May 2020 to 24th May 2021. It
comprises several initiatives that will be realised in partnership
and with a clear emphasis on “ecological conversion” in “action”.
Fr Joshtrom Kureethadam SDB, a member of the Dicastery, has
been appointed as coordinator for the anniversary year.

The urgency of our situation calls for immediate, holistic and unified
responses at all levels and underscores the need of an alliance
of all people of good will. The CCBI Commission for Ecology is
thus organising a Webinar on the Laudato Si’ Special Anniversary
Year (24 May 24 2020 – 24 May 2021) on Tuesday, 16th June
2020 from 11AM to 1PM.

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY YEAR
24 MAY 2020 - 24 MAY 2021

WEBINAR : 16TH JUNE 2020, 11AM to 1 PM (1ST)

Laudato Si’Laudato Si’Laudato Si’Laudato Si’Laudato Si’
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Objectives

• To review our journey in caring for creation since 2015

• To share success stories, learnings and challenges

• To plan for the Laudato Si’ Special Anniversary Year

Resource Persons

1. Fr  Joshtrom  Kureethadam  SDB – Coordinator,  Ecology  &
Creation Section,  Dicastery  for  Promoting Integral  Human
Development

2. Bishop Allwyn D’Silva – Chairperson,  CCBI  Commission for
Ecology

3. Diocesan representatives and other experts

Expected Participants (approximately 100)

• Bishops and Secretaries of national commissions

• Members  and  staff of  regional  and  diocesan  Justice and
Peace Commissions,  Environment Desks,  Climate  Change
Desks or commissions/units working on care for creation.

Kindly register or nominate your representative to do so as soon
as possible (preferably before 10th June 2020) by filling and
submitting the online form linked here. We will share the invitation
link and the programme of the webinar after we receive
confirmation of your participation.

We pray for God’s abundant blessings upon you and your ministry.

Yours in Christ

+ Bishop Allwyn D’Silva ouza
Chairperson
Commission for Ecology
Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI)

Fr Joshua D’S
Executive Secretary
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HOLY MASS FOR THE 100th ANNIVERSARY
OF SAINT JOHN PAUL II’ S BIRTH

HOMILY OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS

Monday, 18 May 2020

“The Lord loves his people” (cf. Ps 149:4), we sang, was the
refrain of the Responsorial Psalm. And also a truth that the people
of Israel would repeat; they liked to repeat: “The Lord loves his
people”. And in difficult moments, always “the Lord loves”; one
must wait for how this love will manifest itself. When the Lord sent,
out of this love, a prophet, a man of God, the people’s reaction
was: “The Lord has visited his people” (cf. Ex 4:31); because he
loves them, he has visited them. And the multitude who followed
Jesus, seeing the things that Jesus did, said the same: ‘The Lord
has visited his people’ (cf. Lk 7:16).

And today we here can say: 100 years ago the Lord visited his
people. He sent a man; he prepared him to be bishop and lead
the Church. Remembering Saint John Paul ii, let us come back to
this: “The Lord loves his people”; “the Lord has visited his people”;
he sent a pastor.

And what are, let us say, the ‘traits’ of a good pastor that we can
find in Saint John Paul ii? So many! But we shall only speak of
three. Given that persons say Jesuits always say things in threes,
we shall say three: prayer, closeness to the people, and love of
justice. Saint John Paul ii was a man of God because he prayed,
and he prayed a lot. But how did a man who had so much to do,
so much work to lead the Church..., have so much time to pray?
He was well aware that a bishop’s first task is to pray. And Vatican
ii did not say this; Saint Peter said it. When they made deacons
they would say: ‘And to us bishops, prayer and the liturgy of the
Word’ (cf. Acts 6:4). A bishop’s first task is to pray, and he knew
this; he did this. The model of a bishop who prays, the first task.
An he taught us that when a bishop examines his conscience in
the evening he must ask himself: how many hours did I pray today?
A man of prayer.
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The second trait: a man of closeness. He was not a man detached
from people, but instead he went to find people; and he travelled
the entire world, finding his people, seeking his people, becoming
close. And closeness is one of the features of God with his people.
Let us recall that the Lord said to the people of Israel: ‘See, what
people has its gods so near as I am to you?’ (cf. Deut 4:7). A
closeness of God with his people which is then made firm in Jesus,
is made strong in Jesus. A pastor is close to the people. On the
contrary, if he is not so, he is not a pastor; he is a hierarch; he is
an administrator, perhaps a good one, but he is not a pastor.
Closeness to the people. And Saint John Paul ii gave us the
example of this closeness. Close to those big and small, close to
those near and far, always close. He made himself close.

The third trait, love of justice. But full justice! A man who wanted
justice, social justice, the justice of peoples, the justice that drives
away wars. But full justice! For this reason Saint John Paul ii was
a man of mercy, because justice and mercy come together; they
cannot be distinguished [in the sense of being separate], they
are together: justice is justice, mercy is mercy, but one is not
found without the other. And speaking of the man of justice and
mercy, let us consider how much Saint John Paul ii did so that
people could understand God’s mercy. Let us think about how
he promoted devotion to Saint Faustina [Kowalska], whose
liturgical memory beginning today will be for the entire Church.
He had heard that God’s justice had this face of mercy, this attitude
of mercy. And this is a gift that he left us: merciful justice and just
mercy.

Let us pray to him today, that he give to all of us, especially to the
pastors of the Church, but to everyone, the grace of prayer, the
grace of closeness and the grace of just mercy, merciful justice. 

******
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
TO MARK INTERNATIONAL NURSES DAY

Dear brothers and sisters,

Today we celebrate International Nurses Day, in the context of
the International Year of Nurses and Midwives officially declared
by the World Health Organization. At this same time, we observe
the bicentennial of the birth of Florence Nightingale, the pioneer
of modern nursing.

At this critical moment, marked by the global health emergency
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, we have rediscovered the
fundamental importance of the role being played by nurses and
midwives. Every day we witness the testimony of courage and
sacrifice of healthcare workers, and nurses in particular, who, with
professionalism, self-sacrifice, and a sense of responsibility and
love for neighbour, assist people affected by the virus, even to
the point of putting their own health at risk. Sadly, this can be
seen in the high number of healthcare workers who have died as
a result of their faithful service. I pray for them – the Lord knows
each of them by name – and for all the victims of this epidemic.
May the Risen Lord grant to each of them the light of heaven and
to their families the consolation of faith.

Nurses have historically played a central role in health care. Every
day, in their contact with the sick, they experience the trauma
caused by suffering in people’s lives. They are men and women
who have chosen to say “yes” to a very special vocation: that of
being good Samaritans who are concerned for the life and
suffering of others. They are guardians and preservers of life,
who, even as they administer necessary treatments, offer courage,
hope and trust.[1]

Dear nurses, moral responsibility is the hallmark of your
professional service, which cannot be reduced to scientific-
technical knowledge alone, but must be constantly inspired by
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your human and humanizing relationship with the sick. “Taking
care of women and men, of children and elderly, in every phase
of their life, from birth to death, you are tasked with continuous
listening, aimed at understanding what the needs of that patient
are, in the phase that he or she is experiencing. Before the
uniqueness of each situation, indeed, it is never enough to follow
a protocol, but a constant – and tiresome! – effort of discernment
and attention to the individual person is required”.[2]

You – and here I think too of midwives – are close to people at
crucial moments in their existence – birth and death, disease and
healing – helping them deal with traumatic situations. Sometimes
you find yourself at their side as they are dying, giving comfort
and relief in their last moments. Because of your dedication, you
are among the “saints next door”.[3] You are an image of the
Church as a “field hospital” that continues to carry out the mission
of Jesus Christ, who drew near to and healed people with all kinds
of sickness and who stooped down to wash the feet of his
disciples. Thank you for your service to humanity!

In many countries, the pandemic has also brought to light a
number of deficiencies in the provision of health care. For this
reason, I would ask leaders of nations throughout the world to
invest in health care as the primary common good, by
strengthening its systems and employing greater numbers of
nurses, so as to ensure adequate care to everyone, with respect
for the dignity of each person. It is important to recognize in an
effective way the essential role your profession plays in patient
care, local emergency activity, disease prevention, health
promotion, and assistance in family, community and school
settings.

Nurses, as well as midwives, deservedly have the right to be better
and more fully valued and involved in processes concerning the
health of individuals and communities. It has been shown that
investing in them improves overall care and health. Their professionalism
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should thus be enhanced by providing suitable scientific, human,
psychological and spiritual tools for their training, by improving
their working conditions and by guaranteeing their rights, so that

they can carry out their service in full dignity.

In this regard, associations of healthcare workers play an

important role. In addition to offering comprehensive training, they

support their individual members, making them feel part of a larger

body, never dismayed and alone as they face the ethical,

economic and human challenges that their profession entails.

I would like to say a special word to midwives who assist women

in their pregnancies and help them give birth to their children.

Your work is among the most noble of professions, for it is directly

dedicated to the service of life and of motherhood. In the Bible,

the names of two heroic midwives, Shiphrah and Puah, are

immortalized in the Book of Exodus (cf. 1:15-21). Today, too, the

heavenly Father looks to you with gratitude.

Dear nurses, dear midwives, may this annual celebration highlight

the dignity of your work for the benefit of the health of society as

a whole. With the assurance of my prayers for you, your families

and those for whom you care, I cordially impart to all of you my

Apostolic Blessing.

Rome, from Saint John Lateran, 12 May 2020
Francis

*******
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Adieu to our beloved Sr.Liboria SAL

MAY HER SOUL REST IN PEACE!

You have been raised to life with Christ
So set your heart on the things

Those are in heaven, where Christ sits
On His throne at the right-hand side of God. (Col.3:1)

The servant of God, Sr.Liboria lived a gentle and beautiful life.
God was well pleased and on due time beckoned her home
prepared from eternity. Her many years on this earth were like a
broad spectrum of sunshine that illumined the lives of countless
people she encountered. Yes, with an act of gratitude to all that
she was amidst us, I like to brief you her life history of God’s
Love.

There was a considerable span of life and good health that God
endowed her with. She lived to witness incredible changes in the
world and in the Church through her very life. She was born to
Mr.Varkey and Mrs. Theresa in Alunkal family at Monepally in
Kottayam district, Palai diocese, Kerala on 23rd September, 1947.
She was brought up in a traditional catholic atmosphere amidst
seven siblings. The faith formation and a good disposition of love
for God in Alunkal family yielded fruits of two religious vocations
to St.Ann’s family. She embraced her religious life in the year 1971
giving a reality to her long awaited dream of becoming a missionary.
Being trained as a nurse in St.Ann’s school of Nursing, Vijayawada,
She rendered her selfless service in Bhimily, Vijayawada,
Madugula, Avanigada, Malkapuram and Visakhapatnam Diocese
Social Service centre. Her service in VDSS for three years was
widely appreciated by so many fathers and people.
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She was a fitting instrument in the hands of God to bring comfort
and solace to many in her healing ministry and her passion for
proclaiming the  Good news of Jesus enthused her to change into
the social apostolate  to encounter Him in the least and the
downtrodden.

Her qualities of hard work, love for the poor, prayerfulness,
persistence and determination to do good for people are highly
appreciated. In all her doings the stimulating force was our motto
“For Jesus, for His love”. Her life manifested a mediation taking
God to people and people to God. The deep faith and trust in
God was her true strength and that impelled her to do everything
cheerfully.

She was diagnosed of having Mucinous cyst Adeno Carcinoma of
Appendix in May, 2017. She was diabetic also suffered of
hypertension for long. She was given the best treatment possible
at St.Ann’s Hospital Malkapuram. She regained her health for some
time and resumed her duty as usual. Again she developed back
pain and admitted in the hospital at the beginning of the year
2019 and in and out of the hospital throughout year. In 2020,
January she was bedridden and her vital organs became very
weak. She also developed hyponatremia and there was a gradual
deterioration in her health. When it was time to meet her beloved
master she flew peacefully around 12.45 pm on 21st May 2020.

As Richeter says, ‘A small sorrow distracts, a great one makes us
recollected’ this sorrow that has filled our mind further leads us to
the reflection of that kingdom to which we are all heading to. Many
people think that we are now in the land of the living and going to
the land of the dying. But Christians are in the land of the dying
and going to the land of the living.

 As we bid good bye to our beloved Sr.Liboria, we acknowledge
her wonderful legacy and that of a good religious such as she, we
thank the Lord for the many blessings with which He blessed her
and the strong faith which he gifted her with. We recommend her
warm and gentle soul to the loving hands of our living Lord to
have that beatific vision in the blissful company of St. Ann Our
Patroness, Mary our Mother, Fr.Wilhelm Meyer our Founder, all
our departed Sisters and the saints and angels in heaven above.

Eternal rest grant unto her o Lord,
 And let the perpetual light shine upon her.

 May she rest in peace forever! Amen.



29

Sr. Maria Stucchi, a foundation stone in Andhra - Odisha
Mission of Canossian Sisters

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith” (2 Tim 4:7)

The scripturalverse stands before us as a reality of an
accomplished life well lived by our beloved Sr. Maria Stucchi, the
only daughter to her parents but mother and sister tomultitude of
people today.Every life shared is an experience, the external fades
away, and the internal lingers and echoes in the depth of our
hearts.

Born on 12th December, 1928, an Italian by birth, Sr. Maria Stucchi
completed her schooling and then went on to work in a factory.
She knew to face hardships that prevailed in the locality as a
consequence of the First World War. Having lived her teenage
years to the full in the world, she responded to the divine invitation
to embrace religious life answering courageously in a loving
response “Lord I have nothing to offer you except the joy of
belonging to you”. At the age of 25. Sr. Maria Stucchi made her
first vows in the year 1957 and her final commitment to the Lord
in the year 1962 in Italy

Life may take twists and turns, both on mountaintops and leveled
valleys but the only reassurance is that at every turn, God
accompanies us as a faithful companion is the unchanging truth
that was revealed through her radical religious missionary spirit
that persuaded her to leave familiar shores of Italy and set foot in
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India in the year 1963. What the world considered greatness in
the form of wealth, power and family seemed rubbish, to put it
rightly in the words of St. Paul, in comparison to her undaunted
spirit.

Sr. Maria Stucchi lived her vibrant missionary life as a faithful
and zealous daughter of St. Magdalene of Canossa, who urges
her daughters even to become dust in order to reach to all corners
of the world. She lived her first 27 years of missionary life as a
comforting presence of the Lord among the Lepers in St. Martin
De Pores Hospital Cherukunnu, Kannur in Kerala. The love, care
tenderness, delicacy and dedication with which she looked after
the leprosy patients of that time was really heart touching for
anyone who watched her. She was also a loving mother to a
number of orphans who were taken care of by Canossian sisters.
During the day with the Leprosy patients and sleepless nights
with the infants who were rejected and left on the hospital corridors
or at the convent gate by their own parents due to various
reasons. Still she found time to reach out to the far away villages
with medicines in search of patients who were poor and not able
to reach to our hospital.

Answering to the call of our dear Mother Foundress ‘to walk with
the time” she gave heed to the request of the higher superiors
and opted to render her selfless service to the poorest of the
poor in Veeraghattam. During her life of last thirty years in
Veeraghattam she has touched the life of many. Sr. Maria Stucchi
has spent her whole life, literally giving her entire self joyfully
and without counting the cost. She had great zeal and passion
for the mission in Veeraghattam and especially for the
development of the hospital from its inception. The present RCM
School in Veeraghattam is a contribution of her initiatives.She
communicated regularlywith many generous benefactors and
friends overseas accurately through her thousand letters written
by hand to feed a poor family, educate a poor child, render
medical  aid  a  patient,  support  several   tuition  centers, and
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encourage a needy child for higher studies. Sr. Maria Stucchi’s
life speaks volumes to us when we look around in the locality
and see many educated and employed youth well settled in their
lives, lepers being cured, poor patients benefitting from our all-
time welcoming hospital, poor living in good houses, churches in
sub stations and many more.The hours she spent before her
Crucified Love was the source of energy for all what she
accomplished in her life.

Her absence in the community today has become an empty space
because her magnanimous heart held every single sister, dear
and precious. She has truly left behind a great legacy of
perfection, sincerity, accountability, subsidiarity, dedication,
delicacy and overwhelming love in every activity involved in be it
in the community or in the ministry. Charity outshone all her other
virtues as she never desired to see anyone downcast or sad,
suffering or in need. Her genuine concern and affection with a
prayerful supporting wish will remain as golden memories in many
of our hearts. Her jovial spirit and fun loving nature could turn
the hard worked day into relaxing moments during the lively
recreations with her in the night. Sr. Maria Stucchi has spent her
whole life, literally giving her entire self joyfully and without
counting the cost.

She lived her life to the full till December 06th 2019 when she fell
from a chair, had a hip fracture and was operated on 9th. We
never had the joy of seeing her on her feet again as she finally
succumbed to her infirmities. On 2nd June 2020 at 7.30am after 6
months of silent suffering she found her abode in the loving
presence of her beloved Spouse. The poor remained in her heart
till her last breath and we believe that she will pray for all of us
and especially for her beloved poor.

********
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POPE FRANCIS
GENERAL AUDIENCE
Library of the Apostolic Palace

Wednesday, 15 April 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning,

Today’s catechesis is dedicated to the seventh Beatitude, the one
on the “peacemakers” who are proclaimed children of God. I am
pleased that it falls immediately after Easter because Christ’s
peace is the fruit of his death and resurrection as we heard in the
Reading of Saint Paul. In order to understand this Beatitude, we
have to explain the meaning of the word “peace” which can be
misinterpreted, or at times trivialized.

We must look at two ideas of peace: the first is the Biblical one, in
which the beautiful word shalòm appears, which expresses
abundance, flourishing, wellbeing. In Hebrew, when one
says shalòm, one is wishing a beautiful, fulfilled and prosperous
life, but also in terms of truth and justice that will find fulfillment in
the Messiah, the Prince of Peace (cf. Is 9:6; Mic 5:4-5).

There is also another more widespread meaning in which the word
“peace” is understood as a sort of interior serenity; I am calm, I
am at peace. This is a modern, psychological and more subjective
idea. We generally think that peace is stillness, harmony, inner
balance. This accepted meaning of the word “peace” is incomplete
and cannot be made absolute because anxiety can be an important
time of growth.

The Lord himself often sows anxiety in us so that we may go
towards him, to find him. In this sense, it is an important moment
of growth. Meanwhile, it can happen that inner tranquility
corresponds to a trained conscience and not to true spiritual
redemption. The Lord often has to be “a sign of contradiction (cf.
Lk 2:34-35), shaking our false securities in order to bring us to
salvation. And in that moment, it seems we have no peace but it is
the Lord who puts us on this path so that we may attain the peace
that he himself will give to us.
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At this point we have to remember that when the Lord says:
“Peace, I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world
gives do I give to you” (Jn 14:27), he means his peace which is
different from the human kind, the one of the world. Jesus’ peace
is different from the worldly one.

Let us ask ourselves: how does the world give peace? If we think
of armed conflicts, wars normally end in two ways: either with the
defeat of one of the two sides, or with a peace treaty. We cannot
but hope and pray that this second path will always be taken.
However, we have to consider that history is an infinite series of
peace treaties contradicted by successive wars or by the
metamorphosis of these same wars into other ways or into other
places.

In our time too, war is being fought “piecemeal” in various
scenarios and with different methods (cf. Homily at the Military
Memorial in Redipuglia, 13 September 2014; Homily in Sarajevo,
6 June 2015; Address to the Pontifical Council for Legislative
Texts, 21 February 2020). We have to a least suspect that within
the framework of a globalization that is carried out above all for
economic or financial interests, the “peace” of some corresponds
to the “war” of others. And this is not Christ’s peace.

Instead, how does the Lord Jesus “give” his peace? We have
heard Saint Paul say that Christ’s peace is “making one out of
two” (cf. Eph 2:14), erasing hostility and reconciling. And the path
to carry out this work of peace is his body. Indeed he reconciles
all things and bestows peace with the blood of his cross as the
same Apostle says elsewhere (cf. Col 1:20).

And here, I ask myself, we can all ask ourselves: who then are
the “peacemakers?”. The seventh Beatitude is the most active
one, explicitly operative; the verbal expression is similar to the
one used in the first verse of the Bible for the Creation, and it
indicates initiative and industriousness. Love by its nature is
creative — love is always creative — and seeks reconciliation at
any cost.

Those who have learned the art of peace and exercise it are
called the children of God. They know that there can be no
reconciliation without giving one’s own life and that peace should



34

always be sought everywhere. Always and everywhere: Do not
forget this! It should be sought this way. It is not an autonomous
work that is the fruit of one’s own abilities. It is the manifestation
of the grace received from Christ who is our peace and who has
made us Children of God.

May the true shalòm and the true interior balance spring forth
from Christ’s peace which comes from the Cross and generates
a new humanity, embodied by an infinite multitude of inventive,
creative Saints who have designed ever new paths to love; Saints
who build peace. This life, as children of God who for Christ’s
blood, seek and find their brothers and sisters, is true happiness.
Blessed are those who follow this path. And once again, I wish
you all a Happy Easter, in the peace of Christ.

Wednesday, 22 April 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good Morning!

Today we celebrate the fiftieth Earth Day. This is an occasion for
renewing our commitment to love and care for our common home
and for the weaker members of our human family. As the tragic
coronavirus pandemic has taught us, we can overcome global
challenges only by showing solidarity with one another and
embracing the most vulnerable in our midst. The Encyclical
Letter Laudato Si’ deals precisely with this “Care for our Common
Home”. Today, let us together reflect a little on that responsibility
which characterizes “our earthly sojourn” ((Laudato Si’, 160). We
must grow in awareness of caring for our common home.

We are fashioned from the earth, and fruit of the earth sustains
our life. But, as the book of Genesis reminds us, we are not simply
“earthly”; we also bear within us the breath of life that comes
from God (cf. Gen 2:4-7). Thus we live in this common home as
one human family in biodiversity with God’s other creatures.
As imago Dei, in God’s image, we are called to have care and
respect for all creatures, and to offer love and compassion to
our brothers and sisters, especially the most vulnerable among
us, in imitation of God’s love for us, manifested in his Son Jesus,
who became man in order to share our state with us and save us.
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Because of our selfishness we have failed in our responsibility to
be guardians and stewards of the earth. “We need only take a
frank look at the facts to see that our common home is falling into
serious disrepair” (ibid., 61). We have polluted it, we have
despoiled it, endangering our very lives. For this reason, various
international and local movements have sprung up in order to
appeal to our consciences. I deeply appreciate these initiatives;
still it will be necessary for our childrento take to the streets to
teach us the obvious: we have no future if we destroy the very
environment that sustains us.

We have failed to care for the earth, our garden-home; we have
failed to care for our brothers and sisters. We have sinned against
the earth, against our neighbours, and ultimately against the
Creator, the benevolent Father who provides for everyone, and
desires us to live in communion and flourish together. And how
does the earth react? There is a Spanish saying that is very clear
about this. It goes: “God always forgives; we humans sometimes
forgive, and sometimes not; the earth never forgives”. The earth
does not forgive: if we have despoiled the earth, its response will
be very ugly.

How can we restore a harmonious relationship with the earth and
with the rest of humanity? A harmonious relationship... We so
often lose sight of harmony: harmony is a work of the Holy Spirit.
In our common home too, on the earth, and in our relationships
with people, with our neighbour, with the poorest, how can we
restore this harmony? We need a new way of looking at our
common home. For this is not a storehouse of resources for us
to exploit. For us believers, the natural world is the “Gospel of
Creation”: it expresses God’s creative power in fashioning human
life and bringing the world and all it contains into existence, in
order to sustain humanity. As the biblical account of creation
concludes: “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good”
(Gen 1:31). When we see these natural tragedies that are the
earth’s response to our mistreatment, I think: “If I ask the Lord
now what he thinks about it, I do not believe he is saying it is a
very good thing”. It is we who have ruined the Lord’s work!
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In today’s celebration of Earth Day, we are called to renew our
sense of sacred respect for the earth, for it is not just our home
but also God’s home. This should make us all the more aware
that we stand on holy ground!

Dear brothers and sisters, “let us awaken our God-given aesthetic
and contemplative sense” (Post-Synodal Apostolic
Exhortation Querida Amazonia, 56). The prophetic gift of
contemplation is something that we can learn especially from
indigenous peoples. They teach us that we cannot heal the earth
unless we love and respect it. They have the wisdom of “living
well”, not in the sense of having a good time, no, but of living in
harmony with the earth. They call this harmony “living well”.

At the same time, we need an ecological conversion that can find
expression in concrete actions. As a single and interdependent
family, we require a common plan in order to avert the threats to
our common home. “Interdependence obliges us to think of one
world with a common plan” (Laudato Si’, 164). We are aware of
the importance of cooperation as an international community for
the protection of our common home. I urge those in positions of
leadership to guide the preparations for two important international
Conferences: COP15 on Biodiversity in Kunming, China,
and COP26 on Climate Change in Glasgow, United Kingdom.
These two meetings are of great importance.

I would like to support concerted action also on the national and
local levels. It will help if people at all levels of society come together
to create a popular movement “from below”. The Earth Day we
are celebrating today was itself born in precisely this way. We
can each contribute in our own small way. “We need not think
that these efforts are not going to change the world. They benefit
society, often unbeknown to us, for they call forth a goodness
which, albeit unseen, inevitably tends to spread” (Laudato Si’,
212).

In this Easter season of renewal, let us pledge to love and esteem
the beautiful gift of the earth, our common home, and to care for
all members of our human family. As brothers and sisters, which
we are, let us together implore our heavenly Father: “Send forth
your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth”
(cf. Ps 104:30).
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Wednesday, 29 April 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good Morning,

With today’s audience, we conclude our journey into the
evangelical Beatitudes. As we have heard, the last one proclaims
the escatological joy of those persecuted for righteousness’ sake.
This Beatitude announces the same happiness as the first one:
the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to the persecuted as it does to
the poor in spirit. We thus understand that we have reached the
end of our joint journey revealed in the previous proclamations.

The poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who thirst
for holiness, mercy, the pure in heart and peacemakers may lead
to persecution because of Christ. However, ultimately this
persecution is a cause of joy and of great reward in heaven. The
way of the Beatitudes is an Easter path that leads us from a life in
accord with the world to one of God, from a life led by the flesh —
that is by selfishness — to one guided by the Spirit.

With its idols, its compromises and its priorities, the world cannot
accept this kind of life. The “structures of sin”[1] that are often
produced by the human mind, and are extraneous to the Spirit of
truth that the world cannot receive, (cf. Jn 14:17), cannot but
reject poverty or meekness or purity and declare life according
to the Gospel as a mistake and a problem; thus as something to
isolate. This is what the world thinks: “These [people] are idealists
or fanatics...”. This is how they think.

If the world lives as a function of money, then anyone who
demonstrates that life can be lived in [self] giving and sacrifice
becomes a nuisance to the system of greed. This word “nuisance”
is key because Christian witness, which is so good for many people
who follow it, bothers those who have a worldly mindset. They
see it as chastising. When holiness appears and the life of the
children of God emerges, there is something uncomfortable in
that beauty that demands taking a stance: either to allow oneself
to be questioned and to open oneself to the good or reject that
light and harden one’s heart, even until oppression and fury (cf.
Wis 2:14-15). It is interesting and striking to note how hostility
grows to fury in the persecution of martyrs. Just look at the
persecutions of the last century, of the European dictatorships:
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how does one get to rage against Christians, against Christian
witness and against the heroism of Christians?

But this demonstrates that the tragedy of persecution is also the
place of liberation from subjection to the success, vainglory and
compromise of the world. What makes those who are rejected by
the world because of Christ rejoice? They rejoice at having found
something that has more value than the entire world. Indeed:
“For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit
his life?” (Mk 8:36). What is the advantage there?

It is painful to recall that in this very moment, there are many
Christians in various parts of the world who are suffering from
persecution, and we must hope and pray that their trials will soon
end. They are many: today’s martyrs outnumber the martyrs of
the first centuries. Let us express our closeness to these brothers
and sisters. We are a single body and these Christians are the
bleeding limbs of the body of Christ who is the Church.

But we also have to be careful not to read this Beatitude from a
self commiserating, victimized perspective. In fact, mankind’s
contempt is not always synonymous with persecution: indeed
shortly later, Jesus tells Christians that they are the “salt of the
earth” and warns against the danger of “losing their taste” because
in that case, salt “is no longer good for anything except to be
thrown out and trodden under foot by men” (Mt 5:13). Thus, when
we lose the taste of Christ and the Gospel, there is also contempt
which is our fault.

We have to be faithful to the humble way of the Beatitudes
because it leads us to be of Christ and not of the world. It is worth
remembering the journey of Saint Paul. When he thought he was
a righteous person, he was in fact a persecutor, but when he
found out he was a persecutor, he became a man of love who
rejoiced in the suffering of the persecution inflicted on him (cf.
Col 1:24).

If God grants us the grace to be more like the Crucified Christ
and joined to his Passion, then exclusion and persecution are
the manifestation of new life. This life is the same as the life of
Christ who was “despised and rejected” for us men and women
and for our salvation” (cf. Is 53:3; Acts 8:30-35). Welcoming his
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Spirit can lead us to have so much love in our heart as to offer
our life for the world without making compromises with its deceit
and accepting its rejection.

Compromises with the world are dangerous: Christians are always
tempted to make compromises with the world, with the spirit of
the world. This — rejecting compromises and journeying on the
way of Jesus Christ — is the life of the Kingdom of Heaven, the
greatest joy and true happiness. And, in persecutions there is
always the presence of Jesus who accompanies us, the presence
of Jesus who comforts us and the strength of the Holy Spirit that
helps us to go forward. Let us not be discouraged when a life
that is faithful to the Gospel draws persecution from people. There
is the Holy Spirit who sustains us in this journey.

Wednesday, 6 May 2020

The mystery of prayer

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

Today we begin a new series of catecheses on the theme of prayer.
Prayer is the breath of faith; it is its most proper expression. Like a
cry that issues from the heart of those who believe and entrust
themselves to God. Let us think about the story of Bartimaeus, a
character in the Gospel (cf. Mk 10:46-52), and I confess that for
me he is the most likeable of all. He was blind and sat begging for
alms by the roadside on the periphery of his city, Jericho. He is
not an anonymous character. He has a face and a name:
Bartimaeus, that is, “son of Timaeus”. One day he heard that
Jesus would be passing through there. In fact, Jericho was a
crossroads of people, continually criss-crossed by pilgrims and
tradesmen. Thus, Bartimaeus positioned himself: he would have
done anything possible to meet Jesus. So many people did the
same. Let us recall Zacchaeus who climbed up the tree. Many
wanted to see Jesus; he did too. In this way the man enters the
Gospels as a voice that loudly cries out. He cannot see. He does
not know whether Jesus is near or far away but he hears him. He
understands this from the crowd which, at a certain point, grows
and comes closer…. But he is completely alone and no one is
concerned about him. And what does Bartimaeus do? He cries
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out. And he cries out and continues to cry out. He uses the only
weapon he possesses: his voice. He begins to shout: “Jesus, Son
of David, have mercy on me!” (v. 47). And he continues to cry out
in this manner. His repeated cries are a nuisance. They do not
seem polite and many people scold him, telling him to be quiet:
“But be polite; do not do this”. However, Bartimaeus does not
keep silent but rather cries out even more loudly: “Jesus, Son of
David, have mercy on me!” (v. 47): That beautiful stubbornness
of those who seek a grace and knock and knock on the door of
God’s heart. He cries out; he knocks. That expression: “Son of
David”, is very important. It means “the Messiah” — he professes
the Messiah. It is a profession of faith that emerges from the mouth
of that man who was despised by all. And Jesus listens to his cry.
Bartimaeus’ prayer touches his heart, God’s heart, and the doors
of salvation open up for him. Jesus calls for him. He jumps to his
feet and those who had first told him to be quiet, now lead him to
the Master. Jesus speaks to him. He asks him to express his desire
— this is important — and then the cry becomes a request: “that
I may see again, Lord!” (cf. v. 51).

Jesus says to him: “Go your way; your faith has made you well”
(v. 52). He recognises in that poor, defenceless and despised
man, all the power of his faith, which attracts the mercy and the
power of God. Faith is having two hands raised up, a voice that
cries out to implore the gift of salvation. The Catechism states
that “humility is the foundation of prayer” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, 2559). Prayer is born of the earth, of
the humus from which “humble”, “humility” derive. It comes from
our precarious state, from our continuous thirst for God (cf. ibid.,
2560-2561). Faith, as we have seen with Bartimaeus, is a cry.
Lack of faith is the suppression of that cry. That attitude that the
people had, in making him keep quiet: they were not people of
faith, whereas he was. To suppress that cry is a type
of omertà (code of silence). Faith is a protest against a pitiful
condition the cause of which we do not understand. Lack of faith
is to limit ourselves to endure a situation to which we have become
accustomed. Faith is the hope of being saved. Lack of faith is
becoming accustomed to the evil that oppresses us and continuing
in that way.
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Dear brothers and sisters, we begin this series of catecheses
with Bartimaeus’ cry because perhaps everything is already written
in someone like him. Bartimaeus is a persevering man. He was
surrounded by people who explained that imploring was useless,
that it was clamouring without receiving a reply, that it was noise
that was only bothersome, and thus please stop crying out. But
he did not remain in silence. And in the end he obtained what he
wanted.

Greater than any discussion to the contrary, there is a voice in
mankind’s heart that invokes. We all have this voice within. A voice
that comes forth spontaneously without anyone commanding it,
a voice that asks itself about the meaning of our journey on earth,
especially when we find ourselves in darkness: “Jesus, have mercy
on me! Jesus have mercy on me!”. This is a beautiful prayer.

But are these words perhaps not chiselled in all of creation?
Everything invokes and implores so that the mystery of mercy
may be definitively fulfilled. Not only Christians pray; they share
their cry of prayer with all men and women. But the horizon can
be further widened: Paul states that all of creation “has been
groaning in travail together until now” (Rom 8:22). Artists are often
the interpreters of this silent cry of creation that is found in every
creature and emerges above all in the heart of men and women,
because they are “beggars before God” (ccc, 2559). It is a
beautiful definition of mankind: “beggars before God”. Thank you.

*******
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Anima Christi

Soul of Christ, sanctify me.

Body of Christ, save me.

Blood of Christ, inebriate me.

Water from the side of Christ, wash me.

Passion of Christ, strengthen me.

O Good Jesus, hear me.

Within your wounds hide me.

Permit me not to be separated from you.

From the wicked foe, defend me.

At the hour of my death, call me

and bid me come to you

That with your saints I may praise you

For ever and ever. Amen.

Note :
Dear Fathers,

I come to know that some of our Fathers are not in our Diocesan
Whatsapp Group.   Kindly let me know your personal Whatsapp
Number to communicate information from Archbishop's Office
easily.

Thanking you in anticipation,

Yours sincerely,

Fr. Naresh Y.
Archbishop's Secretary.

*******
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02-06-1906 Fr. Maurice HertierDomenge msfs, 79 years, died at Visakhapatam

03 -06-1925 Fr. Joseph Ray msfs, 37 years, died at Visakhapatam

4-6-2012 Fr. Jacob Pathupallil msfs, 85 years, died at Vizag

05-06-1954 Fr. Joseph Degeneve msfs, 78 years, died at Visakhapatnam

06-06-1903 Mgr. Jean Marie Crochet msfs, 59 years died at Jabalpur (He was in
Vizag till 1886)

09-06-1889 Fr. Francis Neyroud msfs, 36 years, died at Visakhapatnam

14-06-1931 Fr. Alphonse Voisin msfs, 68 years, died at Visakhapatnam

14-06-1949 Fr. Joseph Quibler msfs, 63 years, died at Bheemunipatnam

14-06-2014 Fr. Paul Iyramana msfs, 89 years, died at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Vizag

17-06-1887 Fr. Jean Marie Dupont msfs, 70 years, died at Surada, Orissa

17-06-1894 Fr. Louis Duperrier msfs, 26 years, died at Visakhapatnam
18-06-1926 Mgr. Jean Marie Clerc msfs, 80 years

(Bishop of Vizag from 1891) died at Visakhapatnam

21 -06-1861 Bro. Sulpice Fontanel msfs, 41 years, died at Samalkota

23-06-1879 Fr. Jean Francois Balmand msfs, 53 years, died at Kamptee

25-06-1911 Fr. Pierre Payraud msfs, 66 years, died at Salur

26-06-1901 Bro. Charles Gaillard msfs, 77 years, died at Kamptee

27 -06-1874 Bro. Dominique Assier msfs, 47 years, died at Visakhapatnam

27-06-2000 Bro. Gopu Showry Reddy msfs, 82 years, died at Nidadadavolu.

*******

NECHROLOGY
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